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PREFACE. 



The region described in tho following p^;e& was, until the last 
few years, when the explorations of Herr Manch, Erskiue, Elton, 
CSmpman, and otbers somewhat dispersed the cloud of mjeterj in 
which it was enveloped, essentially a mythical one. He geo- 
graphical features were generally depicted in the manner described 
by Swift— 

" So Qoogmphete In Afria Haps 

Witb WTOge piotnres fill their gape, 

And o'er unhabitable downs 

Flaoe elephonti instead of towns." 

The name of Monomotapa (which means a place firom which 
aometliing valuable is derived), is seldom used except as a medi^Tal 
geogr^hical term, found in old school geographies and obsolete 
atlases. It was supposed by its Arab and Portngaese discoverers 
and conquetOTS to indnde sH the regions* sonth of the Zambesi, 
extending to the country of the Kafirs (Pays de Caffres) or even to 
the banks of the Orange River, the Vigita Magna of the old 
geographers, and the large towns supposed to exist in this region 
(shaken over the old Maps as if from a pepper castor) are frequently 
lUlnded to in the early records of the Gape Colony. We learn from 
these records, however, that several exploring parties were sent jn 
search of rich countries during the latter half of the seventeenth 
centnry, but none of them succeeded in penetratii^ so fer into the 
interior. The Seaboard or Coast Begion was known under the 
name it still bears, that of "So&la," which signifies in Arabic a 
plain or low country. 

Sabia lies more inland behind So&la, and is supposed by some 
aathorities, inclnding Josephns, and no less a personage than the 

* nie ooimtiy north of the Zunbeei is Lower Ethiopia. Hie land of Um 
Ukea WIS faunm as tlie Emidje ol Monoamngi. 
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author of the Koran, to be the ancient kingdom of the love-sick 
Queen, who Tisited Solomon when in all his glory, and of whom 
Mahommedan, Abyssinian, and Jewish writers rel^ such innu- 
merable traditions. Several ruins of ancient buildings are found 
still in this region, which is drained by a river disemboguing on the 
east coast, still called " Sabia," These rains t\t11 be adverted to in 
this work, and we furnish an excellent illustration of them. The 
memory of the Queen of Sheba is still preserved amongst the Arabs 
of So&la, as weD as among the Habesh of Gondar in their scan- 
daloos chronicles (ride genealogical tables of the late King 
Theodore.*) The site of the region of Ophir has from time im- 
memorial been a bone of contention amongst ArchEeologists, and 
vast learning has been uselessly expended to prove its locality, 
whether in Arabia Felix, or Arabia Petrea, Socotra, the Persian 
Gulf, India, the Punjaub, Malacca, or the Moluccas of Spain. 
Even Peru, far away to the west, had its advocates, as we read in 
Ben Jonson — 

" Here's tlie rlob. Fero, 

And tiiere within, Sir, are the golden mineB, 

Great Solomoa's OpMr." 

Such a weighty authority as Milton, who surely ought to know 
something on the subject, is in favor of Africa. In " Paradise 
Lost," xi, 399 to 401, he says — 

" Hombaza, Qtuloa and Melind, 
And Sofala (thought Ophir) to the realm 
Of Congo and Aiigola farthest soath." 

Our own opinion of the situation of Ophir is undoubtedly in 
iavour of South Eastern Africa. 

"Wehavei vision of our own. 
And why should we tmdo it ? " 



* The Transvaal Boers, althot^h not a very litetai? people, ytA IDce 
their Colonial brctliren, great readers of the Bible,, especially the Old Testa- 
meni^ are firm belief ere in the realm of Sheba and Ophir, as bordoing on 
their Bepablio ; in fact, ss thf^ advance northward their belief is g^etting 
more confirmed, tiiat they will eventually reach Paleetine or the Land of 
Promise, via Egypt. Already one of the tributaries of the Limpopo ronning 
northhaebeencaUedbythemtheNylatrom. It isa veiyoniionsthingwhat* ' 
Jodaical or Old Teetameat tint all tlie ideas of these people have taken slnoe 
their migration from the Colony, or, as they preler to oaU it, their "scijoum 
in the wHdemesa." 
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Old Ogilbj-jin his ponderous folio on African Geogi-apby, principally 
however translated from Dapper, says "yet divers make Ophir the 
-" same with Sofala because it haa much gold and ivory, and if all 
"the main land includedbetween the river Magiiice and Quama and 
"submitting nnto Monomotapa, be all as Barros calls it, Sofela, as 
"well as the rest on the sea coast, it can with great reason bej'ndged 
"that this country be none but the Golden Ophir of Solomon, pMtly 
*' because of the honaes there to be found near the gold mines, not 
"built after the manner of the country, but 'seem the work of 
" foreigners, and partly because of the inscriptions being strange and 
"unknown. Moreover,T. Lopez, in his voyage to the Iiidies>affirmfl 
" that among the inhabitants of thiscouutry, there remain books which 
"shew thatSolomon every threeyearahadhisgoldthence. Besides, 
" the Septuagint Inten^reters have translated the word Ophir into the 
"Greek word 9opliira,wIiich agrees very well mth Sofala,and Josephns 
•" the Jewish historian, caUeth it Indian Ophir, adding.moreover, it 
"was called the Gold Conntry. Besides gold and ivory this region 
" produced apes (dog-faced baboons) in myriads, and if for peacocks, 
" we read ostrich feathers, and for ahnng tre^ we substitute ebony 
" or stink-wood, it leaves nothing to bedenied." For aleamed and 
exhaustive article on this subject we refer our reader to Notes and 
Queries III. Series, vols. 7, 8 and 9, and also to article "Ophir" in 
Smith's Bible Dictionary. 

In our friend Baines' simple recital of his adventures in these 
Tegions there is no attempt at sensational writing, or any endeavour 
to arrest attention by exciting hunting adventures. As an artist, 
» geographer and an explorer, poor Baines distinguished himself, 
mot as the useless and wholesale destroyer of hosts of the larger 
game. The country is, however, most tnithinlly described, and ' 
the thorough accuracy of the information renders it exceedingly 
valuable. Thomas Baines has been the pioneer of civihaation 
in a great continent, and in that capacity has performed a work 
which can only be measured in aftertimes by results. Without fee 
or patronage he pressed forwtu-d throagh the wilds of Southern 
Africa, and it is principally by the exertions of his pencil and pen 
that we are made aware of the vast riches which await development 
in the fertile regions which intervene between the Limpopo and 
Zambesi rivers. The country described stretches upward to the 
most southerly portion of that delineated in the map of Captain 
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CamHxm's travels; and this work, therefore, foims an essential 
Tolnme in the Beries whose object is to describe the Tast countries 
in the interior of the African continent. 

The nnhappy difference of Mr. Baines with Dr. Livingstone is 
specially referred to in Mr. Hall's biographical Bketch, and forms 
an illustration of the old saying " Ne sutor ultra crepidam." Baines- 
as an artist and an astronomer, or as an explorer to any expedition, 
would have been invaluable ; in the capacity of commissariat of&oer' 
or store keeper he was out of place. 

We trust that the large and expensive Map published in this 
book will be fully appreciated by the scientific pubUc, The data 
upon which it is founded are perfectly reliable, and the whole of it 
was originally laid down by Baiheb himself on a very large scale. 
It is now presented to the world under the very able supervision 
of Mr. E. Stanford, of Charing Cross, and it will be found to occupy a 
very large void in the Map of Africa, and to fill up blanks in regions 
hitherto very imperfectly known. 

The ihustrationB in this volume are principally copied from 
paintings by Mr. Baines, now in the possession of his old friend,. 
Mr. Eobert White, of London, which were objects of attention both 
in the Picture Gallery at the Ciystal Palace and subsequently at 
the Dublin Exhibition, and are now on view at the Alexandra 
Palace. With regard to their merit, it is sufficient to quote Sir 
Roderick Murchison, who in an address delivered before the 
Eoyal Geographical Society declared that, "with an artist like 
"Mr, Baines, who has sent home such admirable coloured drawings 
" of South African scenes, particularly of the Falls of the Zambesi, 
. " those of us, who are destined never to penetrate into the southern 
" part of Africa, may quite realise to our minds' eye the tme 
" charactera of that grand continent." • » • • 

Dr. Kirk also says, "it gives me pleasure to record the high 
" opmion I entertain of the artistic merit and trathfiilneas of the 
" series of paintings by Mr. T. Baines, of the Victoria Falls of 
"the Zambesi." In a letter from the mother of Mr. Thomas 
Baines, addressed to Mr. White, of London, she says, " a number 
" of his pamtingB were sent to Windsor for the inspection of 
" Her Majesty and the Prince Consort." The note by Sir George 
Gr^ stated, "that Her Majesty expressed much pleasure in 
" inspecting them, and allowed the work to be dedicated to the 
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" Frince CooBort." Mr. Glorer, the Librarian, stated " that he never 
" saw the Prince more interested m anything of the Mnd than theae 
"paintings. They kept them at Windsor a veek, and Her Majesty 
" took her ^mily into the room in which thej were laid out, and 
"e^lajned each to her children." 

In couclading these prel^ry remarks, ve think it jnst to say 
that the Map and Itinerary hare been carefully revised by 
Mr. Hall, r.E.G.S., and that the biographical sketch of Mr. Baines 
is irom his pen. 
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MEMOIR 



THOMAS BAINES, ESQ., F.E.G.S. 



" He was a man to whom tlie wildenicse bronglit gladnoBS, and 
the mountaiuB peace." As a wntcv in the "Cape Monthly , 
MagEizine " well observeB, " the death of this brave and distin- 
guiahed man, whose name must for ever be associated with the 
explorers of the rauntry north of the Cape Colony in the Bame 
rank as Livingstone, Chapman, Anderaaon, and Green, has been a 
greater loss to Sonth Africa than is generally supposed. Toilii^ 
for years in the cause of civilisation and hmnaa progress, as well 
as in that of the honour and prestige of Englishmen in a barbarons 
country, enduring hardships and difficultly such as explorers only 
know, toiling honestly and diligently in the careful elaboration of 
plans and the acquisition of the scientific knowledge of this splendid 
wilderness, this fearless and accomplished man has, like Andersson 
and Livingstone, impressed the native mind with a conviction of 
English courage and superiority, and has now gone to his rest 
nnrecognised and unrewarded, but not unlamented. If his valne 
was unappreciated by the many, his friendship was prized by a 
few, and had not his death deprived Africa of a fund of information 
with regwd to these regions, it wonld be needless for us to write 
these lines. As it is we shall say but Httle of the Matabili Proper, 
where the Gold Fields lie, but refer the reader to the following 
pages, the last work of Mr. Baines on this subject, wherein will be 
found full descriptions of the old mines and the native races who 
now occupy the land." 
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So far the writer in the " Cape Magazine," and as an old and 
feithfiil friend of poor Baines of more than 30 years' duration, we 
can only say, " And such an honest chronicler is Griffith," for we 
can fully endorse every word he says in praise of that truly honeat- 
hearted, rniselfiali, generous and simple-minded specimen of 
humanity, Thomas Baines, who was always in the front performing 
acta of kindness to his fellow-Iabouiere, whether in sickness, semi- 
starvation, or any other difficulty they might be in, and died with 
the happy recollection that he waa to his or their end the par- 
ticipator in the love and friendship of such men as Charles J. 
■Andersson, James Chapman, Herr Mauch, Fred. Green, and dozens 
-of other explorers early cut off, all Kte himself nature's gentlemen, 
and victims of the- hardships and fetigues they had to undergo in 
their African explorations. We here, availing ourselves of the 
notes of his old friend Mr. Wilmot, of Port EUzaheth, and other 
learly friends of Baines, together with our own personal knowledge, 
proceed to give a few sketches of his career in the Cape Colony. 
He waa a native of that nursery of the Anglo-Saxon race, whose 
energy he bq truly inherited, Norfolk. He was bom at King's 
Lynn in 1822. His father, also a man of considerable energy, was 
the maater of a small vessel belonging to that port, and no donbt 
bis marine life as well aa the striking scenery of the Norfolk coast, 
gave a tinge to the early artistic tendencies of his second son 
Thomab, who received the rudiments of at least an excellent 
Enghsh education, although the art school he had to study in was 
of an humble nature, the heraldic department of a coach builder ; 
but we must not forget Hogarth's early experience as a plate 
engraver of crests, or Stanfietd and Roberts in the painter's loft in 
Drury Lane or Covent Garden theatres as scene painters. His 
first sketches that we can recollect were all on marine subjects, 
which he afterwards abandoned when hia mind got thoroughly 
saturated with the love of travel, and the magical romance of 
African landscape and animal life. He 'arrived in the Cape Colony 
in 1842, and he soon made valued and attached friends, both in 
Ctqie Town and the Eastern province, whose friendship, to the 
end of his life, he always spoke warmly of. "We need hardly say 
that for any man to cam a competent living by art in the Cape 
Colony is always an uphill task, and we fear poor Baines for a 
long time felt it so ; but he was gradually enabled to abandon his 
heraldic work. By painting for a few patrons African landscapes, 
and gronpa of game and native figures, and by teaching drawing, 
he was enabled, by degrees, to earn a comfortable living. By 
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cnltiYating the acqaaintance of explorers, and reading works of 
travel in the South African Library, he began to feel that it was 
his vocation to explore the then nearly unknown r^on to the 
north of the Colony, and proceeding to the frontier dnxing the 
Kafir ware of 1846-7, he had ample opportunities of employing 
his pencil, and, as it were, showing the Cape conununity what was 
in him. Abont this period we first formed his acquaintance in 
Graham's Town. Hearing that we were employed constmcting- 
a map of the Colony, be immediately called on ns, and placed at 
onr dispcsal the mnlti&rionB infirmation and eketcbeB he had 
accumulated in a previous trip to the country north of the Orange 
River, and we are happy to Bay we enjoyed his confidential inti- 
macy and friendship irom that time down to t^e period of his 
death, both in England, Cape Town, and the Frontier. 

During the progress of the Kafir ware of 1848 and 1851, Baines 
was always in the front. He was in the field with the brave Col. 
Tylden during hia brilliuit campaign in the coontry now the 
division of Queen's Town, but then TambooMeland, where he 
got materials for some of his best pictures ; and on the 6th Nov. 
1851, he was present at the action with the rebel Hottentots ia 
Water Kloof, when the lamented Col. Fordyce, 74th Begiment, 
was killed, and on every occasion, in front of the enemy, he was 
busy with his sketch-boo^ exposing himself, under heavy fire. 
with the coolest courage, to very great personal risk. In fiict, 
"wherever there was action or danger, Baines was always in the 
front, and being an unerring shot, no doubt his presence on these 
occasions cost the enemy dear ; he was ahnost positive that he 
shot the Hottentot who killed CoL Fordyce, to whom he was close 
when he received his fiital wonnd. 

At the conclusion of the war of 1854, Bainea, who was always a 
welcome guest at the headquarters of the General and his staff, 
retnmed to England, and got attached to the exploring expedition 
to Northern Australia under Gregory as artist, and as usual took 
his fall share of the dangere and &tigues. An unknown coast, 
an unknown ocean, and hostile natives, formed almost insuperable 
obstacles to the progress of the expedition, which were only over- 
come by the cour^;e and energi^ of the parties forming it ; and 
Baines pcoticnlarly dbtingnished himself by navigating a ship's 
boat round the north-west shores of the Gnlf of Carpentaria:, 
showing himself a thorough seaman and marine surveyor ; and 
hia exertions were so much appreciated that he received the 
special thanks of the Colonial Government. 
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On luB retnm to liis native town, King's Lynn, in 1656-7, 
Saines vas presented with the fi-eedom of the through, with an 
addresB under the corporate seal, testiiying at least that in hie ctkBe 
a projJiet was somewhat honoured in his native conntry. In the 
meantime Baines' name was becoming well known to the Bciea- 
tific societies both of England and of Europe — not only as an 
artist, but as an accurate and scientific geographer, and this led 
to his appointment, at the recommendation of the Soyal Qeograp 
phical Society, as artist to the Livingstone Zambesi Expedition in 
1858. ' He, however, nnfcartunately for himself, also accepted the 
Bomenhat inferior office of storekeeper, which led to some very 
nnpleasant differences with Mr. Charles Livingstone, the Doctor's 
brother, and eventually with the Doctor himself. Without 
entering very deeply into the details of the case, we think it 
better, as it is httle known, to place a few facts before the pubhc, 
who will be enabled to judge how very harshly poor Baines was 
nsed in the matter. Prostrated by fever at Tete, after atmost 
saperhuman exertions to bring the little steamer through the 
fever-stricken marshes of the Zambesi Delta, he was there received 
into the Commandant's honse, and treated by the Fortngnese 
authorities with the greatest kindness, until he recovered. Grate- 
fid for this treatment, he conceived, as an artist, the best way of 
expressing his thanks was to ofTer to paint the portrait of his kind 
host and nurse. This offer was gladly accepted and executed. 
Conceive, however, his horror when he found this gracefiil recc^- 
nitlon of his obligation converted by Mr. Charles Livingstone into 
& charge against him, made to the Doctor, as leader of the expedi- 
tion, of embezzling, in the shape of the colours and canvas of the 
portrait, the stores entrusted to his charge ; and, we regret to say, 
tiie Doctor never hesitated for a moment in accepting this accnsa- 
tion, and refusing to hear any explanation on Baines' part. It led 
to the secession, and eventually to the dismissal of the latter, as he 
could not remain, branded, as he was, with the name of a common 
thief, and it certainly does not redound to the credit of Dr. Living- 
stone, that to the last he did not honestly acknowlei^ his error, 
and absolve Baines from an accusation engendered only by envy 
and malevolence, and which no honest man could silently allow to 
rest on him. Into his conduct on this occasion he always chal- 
lenged the strictest inquiry from his accusers, and was refused 
it. He appealed to the Secretary of State and to the Council 
of the Eoyal Geographical Society, bnt without effect. What 
could the Mendlesa ouknown artist do with the influence of a man 
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like Livingstone dead i^inBt him ? He conld only tmaik patiently, 
and leave his redress to the great avenger. Time. Ho did so, and 
never was man so completely acquitted. We know, in fact, that 
the great motive which actuated him in joining Chapman's Expe- 
dition to the Zambesi in 1861 was the hope of meeting Living- 
stone, and personally conlronting him on the Zambesi, or at Tete ; 
but the meeting never occurred. This expedition went from the 
West Coast overland to Victoria Fdls, meeting Chapman on the 
way. Bainos painted, shot and preserved the skins of animals, 
besides superintending the construction of boats, &c., they had 
brought with them. His series of pictures of the Victoria Falls, 
and other scenes on the Zambesi, are well known, and, as the' 
property of Mr. Robert White, have been exhibited to the pubhc 
at the Crystal Palace and Dublin Exhibition for several years, and 
are now on view at the Alexandra Palace, 

On his return from this expedition, Baines again revisited 
England, and for some time had his studio in a spare room at the 
Eoyal Geographical Society's Rooms, in Whitehall Place, and in ■ 
1866 he published his drawings of African Scenery, and his 
Explorations in South-Eastem Africa, which acquired quite a 
European celebrity ; and attention having been called to the 
existence of gold fields in the Tati and the ruined cities in 
the region North-East of the Trans-Vaal Repubhc, he entered 
into arrangements with a company formed for the purpose 
in London for exploring them, and obtained the friendship 
of the paramount chief, Lo Bengulo, the successor of the 
once dreaded XTm Zelikatze,* who granted him, on account 
of the company he represented, many valuable concessions north 
of the Tati, which, unfortunately, were not always properly utilized 
through the misman^;ement of the directors at home foiling to 
provide the proper capital and machinery, &c. His last and 
greatest work, to which these few biographical notes are prefixed, 
fully describes this country, as well as the adjoining regions, all of 
which, collectively, imperfectly as they have been explored, may 
be said to comprise as rich an auriferous region as any in the 
world ; differing, however, from those in California and Australia 
in their distance from a port, and difficulty in reaching them. 
Like too many other pioneers, poor Baines never reaped the har- 
vest he had sown. A day vdU, and must come, when groat and 
powerful communities will exist in these wealthy and fertile coun- 
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tries, whose nature and capabilities are dcBcribed in the present 
volume; but Baines' rew-ard was only the fame of beii^ the 
pioneer to point the way to them, and for him that was reward 
sufficient. 

Mr. Bainea encountered many ecrions difficulties from defective 
co-operation and want of support. Debts had to be satisfied, and 
his own subsistence even provided for, from the slender resources 
of the labours of his pencil ; hut throughout all his difficulties ha 
never shrunk from a fixed determination to do the work which he 
considered had been allotted to him, and help to open up to civi- 
lization the great countiy of the Northern Gold Fields of Southern 
Africa. He knew that locked-up treasures existed there; be 
knew also that they required a golden key to open them, and want 
of funds crippled his energies, and weakened all his efforts, causing 
delays and disappointments that eventually affected his health, 
already seriously impaired, and tended to shorten his life ; but at 
last it seemed as if his hopes were about to be realized by the 
establishment of a company at Port Elizabeth, who knew their 
man better than the London company did. In consequence, how- 
ever, of the mining eonccsaiona from the chief, Lo Bengulo, having 
been made in favour of the London company, it was found 
impracticable to commence operations. Still undaunted, Baines 
made arrangements to proceed to the Fields almost alone, and to 
take with him a small quM-tz-crushing machine, which he had 
already purchased. The Rev. Mr. Grcenstock, of Port Elizabeth, 
joined him. After having proceeded to B'Urban, Port Natal, a 
wagon was purchased, and every preparation made for the loi^ 
journey, but God ordained it otherwise. The anxieties of mind 
he had lately gone through, as well aa the injury sustained by the 
many years of hardship experienced in his travels, had tatally 
affected his digestive organs, and he at last, after a short illness, 
snccumbed to a long and eventually fatal attack of dysentery, on 
the 8tb of April, 1875, at the comparatively early ^;e of 53. years. 
The aame disease which kiUed Anderaaon, Chapman, and Living- 
stone, caused, doubtleas, firan the necessity for so many ycai-s of 
feeding on the tough and indigestible flesh of the elephant, rhino- 
ceros, hon, and other larger game. He passed away quietly: 
" After life's fitful fever he sleeps well," To the end, perhaps, he 
would have preferred diacovering the aupposed remains of the 
Queen of Sheba's Palaee to that of the richest gold mines in 
Opbir. ■ As he, by all Enghshmeu who knew him, Bainea was 
equally loved and revei-cd by the natives of (he country he 
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exi^ored, who woold have followed him anjwiiete, or lost their 
lives in Mb defence. 

We have in the aboYe brief Memoir eipressed not only oor 
own, bnt the general opinion of aU who knew biTn — of the many 
excellencies in the prirate character of poor Baines — and we con- 
sider it necessaiy now to review him aa a public and well recog- 
nized conCribntor to science. Although never enjoying the benefit 
of what is generally known as a claBsical education, Baines was & 
sound Ei^lish scholar. The diction of the volume he published, 
** Explorations in S.W, Africa in 1865," is Eiogulaily pure, and he 
published it without the usual polish and extraneous aid that the 
longh notes of travellers generally receive from their London 
editors and pubhshers. We all know what he was as an artist 
and field-sketcher. In that line no modem travellers could com- 
pete with him. As an astronomer, whose observations could be 
depended upon, the estimable Sir Thomas Maclear, of the Cape 
O^ervatory, considered him as second only to Livii^tone — and 
indeed it was in that strict school of oteervation that Baines 
learned the nae of his instruments, under Sir Thomas's own super- 
vision. His sketch-maps of his travels in the interior of Africa 
are laid down and fsnnded on facts, not im^iuation, and con- 
structed on a scale so large that when reduced to that of maps in 
general use, all small errors would merely be ehminated, and this 
f^t the great German geographers knew, and were not slow to 
recognize. As a geologist he made the best use of his powers of 
observation, and preferred {acts to theories. As a botanist, etbno- 
Ic^ist, and natural historian, he was eqoal, if not superior to many 
of his contemporaries. Of his particular excellence as an explorer, 
he was gifted with good temper, good health, imd perseverance. 
Sufficiently educated to be able to make the most of letting the 
world know all he had seen and suffered, he possessed wonderful 
powers of observation. Not as good a hnguist as Livii^tone, he 
had, notwithstanding, such a colloquial capacity as permitted him 
to pass through hundreds of separate and distinct tribes, and allow 
himself to be understood ; and, let it be remarked, not misunder- 
stood, which is a very important point. He was well acquainted 
with all the native names of the botanical and natural histoiy 
kingdoms. His Enghsh, written and spdiien, was remarkably 
pure — ^wonderfidly so in contrast with many magnates of the land, 
who looked down with contempt on the little East Anglian half- 
sailor, half-artist, from their elevated social condition. Poor 
Baines could take an accurate observation &om Innars or occulta- 
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tion. He had a wonderful amount of reading in him, and there 
was hardly a subject in modem society to be discussed that he 
conld not take a very prominent part in, as long as you did not 
allnde to the Zambesi, for then he went off like a sky-rocket. In 
a ball-room, however, he might hare been a &iltire. 

As an artist, Baines' works are very unmerous, esecnted, as too 
many of them were, very hastily, and ahnost to supply his daily 
and pressii^ wants. Objections have been made to his Trant of 
finish, and too great glare in their colonring ; but it must be 
remembered that he was entirely a self-taught artist, and never 
had the advant^e of any academical or gallery education. He 
also painted in a most brilhant cUmate, where all the varying tints 
of nature shine out in indeed very strong l^hts, and very often he 
was compelled to use colours of a very perishable and inferior 
nature. He was most successfol in giving expression to the forms 
and attitudes not only of the wild tribes, but also of the wild 
ftTi'TnuTa of South AMca. His sketches of the immense troops of 
wUde-beests on the pUiins of the Free State are both in land- 
scape and figure natural in the extreme, and the striking scenery 
of the Victoria Falls from several points of view, all visitors to 
the Crystal Palace must have seen and admired. As a portrait 
painter, his Mends have several very excellent specimens of his art. 
He was particularly diligent as a natoraUst in observii^ in the 
wilderness any hitherto unknown or undescribed species of 
plant, bird, insect, or animal In this manner he observed and 
described the very cnrious genera of the " Welvistchia," nearly 
Bimultaneously with the first discoverer. Dr. Welvistch, after whom 
it has been called, and the beetle which graces our title-page. 
" Bolbotritus Bainesi," a new genus, described by Mr. H. W. Bates 
in the " Transactions of the Entomological Society, 1871," p. 175, 
was first discovered by Baines on the banks of the Mungone river, 
Lat. S. 20*45. Baines has also contributed a great deal to our 
knowledge of that plague of South Africa, the " Tsetse Fly," and 
in this work has given a most interesting account of his journey 
through a district infested with it, guided by an experienced 
hunter, with very little loss. Unfortunately Baines' discoverira 
in the botanical and natural history world are scattered through 
Cape newspapers and other periodicals, so that it would be rather 
a difficult task to collect them all. As a geologist, he generally 
takes a very cletur and sensible view of the country he goes 
through, although not a professed mineralogist. His mechanical 
acquirements were just those an explorer ought to possess, and in 
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ccmmoii widi LiviiigBtone aad tSoBtt, he could shoe a horse or 
refix a loose wagon tire, conatmct sa improTiaed pontoon or 
repair a damaged gun-lock or stock bn^en to faeces bj ut enraged 
elqihant or rhinoceros. In his nocturnal ontqnnB his great ^bBi- 
snre was to amnae his followerB by tricks, sldgfat-of-huid, imd 
oonjnriog. The magic lantern and microscope were not fivgotten 
— and also he composed for them comic songs of the Chrisiy 
Minstrel school th^ all conJd join in ; so that in connecdon with 
the cnies be often effected of sometimea im^inar; complaints, Ms 
followers seemed often to look on him as a being more than bnman, 
egpedtdlj as they knew no matter how critical a dtaation he was 
in he never seemed to know fear — the great secc^ of re^Kot 
amongst African savages. 

Baines died unmarried, altboogb eminentlj formed by natore for 
a domestic life. He always hesitated to ask any woman to sbars 
with him the discomforts of his wandering career. He left nothing 
behind save the regrets of a nmnerona and attached body of fiiends, 
his pictures, and the works which will ^ways place bim io the 
fbremoBt rank of E^lorers in South Africa. 

E.H. 



After tlie above notice of Baines' lilfe was written, Sir Henry 
Bawhnson, President of the Royal Ge<^;raphical Society, delivered 
his Annual Address oa the 22nd Hay, 1876, and referred to 
Mr. Baines' career and death in the following manner : — 

<* Thokis Badibs, the well-Imown African traveller and painter 
of AfHcan scenery, died at Durban, Natal, on the 8th May, 187fi, 
whilst preparing for another of bis numerous expeditions into the 
unexplored interior of the Continent. He was a man of marked 
individnalil^ of character, a bom artist and ex[dorer, a lover of 
wild life, and dolled in all the shifts and resonroes of an explorer's 
career. Few men were so well endowed with these and other 
qualifications for successftd African travel, and peiiit^ none 
possessed greater courage and perseverance, or more nntiring 
industry than Biunes. He was bom at King's T.ynn, in Norfolk, 
in 1822, the second son of a mast«r mariner of that place. 
ARsx receiving such an edncatiou as the views and circnm- 
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stAnoee of hia parents admitted, he was placed with a ooach- 
baUder to learo the art of heraldic painting on carriage-paoelB ; 
but a Htrong inaate love of art soon led him to more elevated 
Babjeota, and he devoted much of the leiaure time of his youth to 
iketdnng marine snbjecte from nature abng the coasts of Mb native 
county. His ardent im^;inatioa fired him with a desire to see 
foreign conntriee, and in 1843 he left England for the Cape of 
Good Hope. It was in Cape Colony and in tiie neighbonring 
countries of South Africa that he was destined to pasa the greater 
portion of his anhsequent life ; and it was here that he beoamo 
better known even than in his native country. In feet, few men 
were thonght so mnchof, or talked so much of, for many years in 
onr South AMcan Colonies as the Artist-traveller, Thomas Bainea. 
His estreme unselfishness and willingness to oblige, his prdifio 
pencil, ready for anything — African landscape, scenes of native 
war, animal and Gaffre life, or portraits of his friends — and his 
fluent pen, kept him continnally before the Colonial public and 
made him popular. It is to be remarked also that manj friendships 
which he formed in the Colonies were kept with constancy to the 
end of his life. In 1846-7 he left Cape Town and proceeded to the 
then nearly unknown regions to the north of the colony for the 
purpose of sketehing the scenes and incidents of the Cafi&e war 
then waging. Again, in the subsequent wars of 185I-S, he was 
busily engaged on the frontier in similar work, be having been 
attached to General Somerset's staff during the campaigns, 
through the intervention of bis fbitbfal friend, Hr. B. White. 
Several hundred t^etohee, displaying great vigour and vivid local 
character, were tite results of bis labours ; many of which have 
since been on exhibition, with bis other woriu, in London and 
Dublin. On the 6th November, 1861, he was present at die action 
with the rebd Hottentots at Water Kloof, when Cdonel Foresee, 
of the 74th Regiment, was killed ; and in feet, Baines, in his desire 
to sketch fejthfnlly scenes of actual battK generally strove to be 
in the firont, and he was rich in anecdotes of adventure and narrow 
escape in presence of the savage enemy. 

"At the conclusion of the war in 1854 Baines returned to 
Ei^Und, and was soon after his arrival, at the recommendation 
of our Council, appointed artist to the Nortb-West Australiui 
Expedition, under Mr. Augustus Gregory. During this arduous 
undertaking he distinguished himself and earned the approval of 
his leader and the Colonial Office by the zeal and ability w^ 
which he carried out a special mission with which he was entrusted. 
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namely, ft voyage in a sahooner &oni the Tictoria Eiver to Java to 
procure fredh provudons for the Expedition, after their traverse by 
land &om the Victoria to the Albert Rivers. The large series of 
sketches in oil made by Baines during this, as well as the subsequent 
Zambesi E^qtedition, were afl^rwards divided between the Kew 
Musenm and our Society. On the termination of the Expedition 
in. 1856, Baines returned to England, and in revisitiug bis native 
town was presented with the freedom of the borough by the 
Corporation. 

" When the Zambesi Expedition, under Dr. Livingstone, was 
organised, early in 1858, Baines was selected to accompany it as 
artist and store keeper. An nnhappy disagreement with Mr. Charles 
Livingstone, the brother to the great traveller, led to Bainea' re- 
tirement, much against bis own will ; and he proceeded to the 
Cape. His love of exploration was at thia time as keen aa ever, 
and having become well versed in the use of astronomical and sur- 
veyii^ instruments, under the supervision of Sir Thomas Maolear, 
Astronomer Royal at the Cape, he accepted the invitation of hia 
friend, Mr. Thomas Chapman, an ivory-trader, to accompany him 
in a journey from the south-west coast to the Victoria Falls of the 
Zambesi. An account of this journey was published by him in 
1864 on his return to England, under the title of 'Explorations 
in South-West Africa ; beii^ an Account of a Journey in 1861-2 
from Walviscb Bay to Lake Ngami and tbe Victoria Falls.' 
Besides a complete ronte-aurvey, and very numerous sketches, 
Baines made on this journey a collection of objects of natural 
histoiy. He spent several weeks at the Victoria Falls, makmg 
drawii^ and measurements ; and published, besides the narrative 
just mentioned, a folio volume of coloured lithographs of this 
remarkable cataract. 

" The years 1864-8 Baines spent in England, employing himsell 
in bringing out tbe works above mentioned, lecturing, writing, 
and drawing illustrations for various periodicals. His industry 
was without limit. Early and late he was to be found in his 
painting-room, or at tbe desk, and his time and abilities were at 
the service of any one who needed them, with or without payment ; 
for amongst his most striking characteristics was an utter indif- 
ference to worldly considerations. At the end of the year 1868. 
he agian went out to Africa, under engagement with a Company 
to explore the Goldfields of the Tati, recently discovered, or 
reniiscovered, by Carl Mauch and Mr. Hartley. He succeeded in 
obtaining the friendship of Lo Bengulo, tbe successor of the cele- 
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brated Moaelik&tze, the paramount chief of the region in which 
lay the Goldfields. From him he obtained valnable concesgions for 
the Company he represented ; but nottung came of all his toU- 
Bome jontneys and sncceasM diplomacy ; the distances were too 
great, and the Company had no capital. Bainea waa never reim- 
bureed hiB espenses, and had, on hk retnm to Natal, to (oil again 
as an artist to obtain a livelihood. The resnlts of his explorationB 
in the Gold region were, however, of considerable importance to 
Geography. He mapped very carefiilly the country, and the route 
thither from the capital of the Trans- Vaal Republic, and wrote a 
description of the region, which is now abont to be published 
under the editorship of his old and tried friend, Mr. H. Hall, of 
Gape Town. A reduction of his map was published in our 
' Journal,' vol xli., in illnstration of an abridgment of his Jonmala 
by Br. B. J. Mann, In 1873 our Council recognised the value of 
Baines' geographical services by p^senting him with a testimonial 
gold watch. He nndertook, sabeeqaently, otJier ioumeys into the 
adjoining C&f&e countries, always mapping most careliilly his 
rontee, and sketching scenery and people. After a visit to Port 
Elizabeth he planned a new journey, almost alone, to the Gold 
district north of Tati, taking with him a small quartz-crushing 
machine ; and had prepared all his outfit and w^ons for the 
jonmey when he was struck down by the old enemy of so many 
African travellera — dysentexy — at Dmrban, and died, as before 
stated, on the 8th of May, 1875." 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE TATI OR VICTORIA GOLD FIELDS. 

The following brief sketch of ttieee r^ons ia not intended as a 
narrative of their re-diacoveiy, and the recent attempts to work 
them, but rather as a reliable compendium of information i-especting 
their position, probable richness, sanitary condition, facihty of 
reaching them, and cost of living there. It will, perhaps, bo 
best to take them as nearly as possible in chronological order, and 
commence with the earliest known, which appear to be 

Section I. — ITie Zambesi, or Morwtnotapa Gold Fields, 

The country of Monomotapa, a name which in itself signities a 

place whence something valuable is derived, lies to the southward 

of the Zambesi, or, as Vasco de Gama called it, when he discovered 

it in 1498, the " river of good signs." It may be roughly stated as 
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lying between the parallels of 16° to 19" south latitude, and 
the meridian of 30* to 85* east longitude. The coantry, 
according to the early historian, abounded iu gold, which in great 
quantitiea was extracted from veins in many of the provinces, 
especially in the kingdom of Torva, where also remained the ruins 
of ancient stone buildings, which for splendour and magnificence 
were reported to bear comparison with those of Micient Borne. 
The largest of these was traditionally supposed to have been the 
Queen of Sheba's palace, and the Moors of Sofala were said to have 
written testimony that Solomon derived his gold from the Torvan 
mines. A large and weU equipped expedition was sent from Lisbon 
in 1660 lender Francesco Barreto to explore these gold fields, hut 
from sickness, opposition of the natives, and hardships and perils of 
the way, never reached them. The Portuguese subsequently 
settled on the Zambesi, and in an ancient work (accessible in 
S'atal), it is stated that the quantity of gold sent from their 
possessions amounted to 2,000,000 metigals, estimated at £1,001,854 
steihng. In later times we know that ISOlbs. per annum 
have been sent home, but in the pahny days of the slave trade the 
annual expeditions to the Luenya and other rivers in quest of 
allnvial gold were discontinued. Keverthelesa, the Mashona and 
other tribes south of the Zambesi continued to brii^ in small 
quantities of gold in vulture quills, which they sold at 3 dollars, 
or ISs. 6d, per onza, which is somewhat less than our 
ounce. In 1868-9, I had gold offered to me in exchange 
for caUco, and saw the native goldsmiths belonging to Senhor Tito 
Ae Secard, casting it into ingots and making very neat rings, chains, 
and other ornaments. Goldisstillbronghtdowninsmallqaantities 
to the Portuguese settlements along the coast. 

Seetim II. — The Tali, or Vicima Gold FUlds, Matahili Land.'* 

The discovery of these and of the northern gold fields was so 
nearly simultaneous that it is hardly possible to separate them, yet 
as the Tati claims precedence by a month or two, it will be well 
for the sake of clearness to consider it first. 

We had heEU>l for many years amoi^t the Butch emigrants 
minours of gold found beyond the Zontpansberg, and about 1865, 
Mr. H. Hartley, while hunting in Matabih land, observed groups 
of ancient diggii^, and connecting these with the current stories, 

■ The Zambesi Oold Fields ate mtttat«d nortli of the wateTshed line, 
between the Zambesi and Limpopo livers ; the Tati Gold Fields Sontli of 
nme i<fidt map). 
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'ke invited Herr Carl Mauch to accompany him on his next 
trip; and in 1866, the then young and ahnost unknown traveUarj 
■tonouuced the discovery of a gold field eighty miles in length by 
twoor three miles in breadth. Various companies, or rather exploring 
Jartiee, were formed in South Africa, one of the first being headed 
by Captain Black, and another of teu men under Mr. MacNiel, of 
Durban, Natal, besides many smaller ones. A party of 34 Austra-. 
Jians was equipped in Uatal in 1869, and sent np to test the rich- 
JBesB of the reputed gold field. A party was also sent up from Port 
JIhzabeth, bnt I am not aware that it discovei'ed much at Tati. 

In 1868, the London and Limpopo Mining Company, headed by 
iSir John Swinbnme, Bart., and Captain Arthur Lionel Levert, left 
England, taking with them an expensive equipment, including a 
traction engine, which, however, was left, and subsequently sold in 
Natal. Theyreached the Tati on the 27th April, 1869; set up their 
steam engine and opened a store. Sir John and Mr, Le Vert 
proceeded to Myati,. The former obtained leave to proceed to the 
jiorthem gold fields — the latter returned to Natal, and had a stamp- 
ing matdiine constmcted there by Mr. Gavin, of Durban, 

About this time qnite a httle village had arisen on the north btmk 
<if the Tati river. As nearly as I can ascertain, the following 
were the comptaiies at work : — No. 1, Dr. Coverly's party; No. 2, 
Eocky, Dalton, and Jamee, with three small stampers worked by 
the Limpopo Co.'s steam engine ; 3, Burril's party ; 4, King 
Williamstown party ; 5, a section of do. ; 6, Old Charley's 
jw^j ; 7, The Pretoria party. Brown and others ; 8, Two carpen- 
tfirs ; 9, London and Limpopo Mining and Trading Co. The 
company of 35 Austrahans, sent up from Durban, went about 82 
miles up lie river and located themselves on "Todd's Creek." 
Several of the shafts were 50 feet deep ; bnt, though 150 tons 
of quartz, some of it apparently rich had been got out, the cruah- 
iag machines that had been extemporised did not succeed. 
Nevertheless, specimens had been sent home, and Messrs. 
Johnson and Matthey's, assayers to the Bank of England, certified 
jH nnder : — 

"Assay Offices and Ore Floors, May 7th, 1870. 

" Certificate of Assay. For London (md South African Bank 
ve have examined the samples of mineral, marked »8 under, and 
fiid the following to be the result : — Sent by J. J. Dickenson 
D'Ujban. 

"No, 1, — Specimen of rock cut throi^h to meet the quartz; no 
gold. 
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" No. 2. — New Zealand reef, average stone, [avjdnee of gold: 
4'900 oz. per ton of 20 cwt. of ore, silvet traces. 

"No. 3, X. — New Zealand reef, produce of gold, 10 oz., prodocfr 
of silver, 0'900 oz. per ton, 

"No. 4, X. — Alliance reef, produce of gold, 65'250 oz.; produce- 
of silver, 5 oz. per ton. 

"No. 5, X. — ^BurreU's reef, average stone; produce of gold, 0" 500 
oz. per ton; silver traces, 

"No. 6, X. — Pioneer reef, produce of gold, 39-725 oz.; produce- 
of sDver, S"250 oz, per ton. 

" No. 7, X. — Reef produce of gold, 3'250 oz. per ton; silver 
traces. 

" No. 8, X. — Blue Jacket Eee^ produce of gold, 4'700 oz. per 
ton; silver traces. 

"From Mr. Bayne, 

"No. 9. — Five pieces of quartz, produce of gold 20*250 oz,; 
produce of silver, 1-250 oz. per ton. 

" No. 10. — One piece of quartz marked satisfiictory, gold evenly 
dispersed; produce of gold 52-250 oz. ; produce of silver, 3 oz. per 
ton, " Signed 

"JOHNBOK, MaTTHEY & CO." 

Beside these, another specimen was received by a mercantile 
house in London, and when tested by Mr. Claudel proved to 
contain 26-8 oz. gold, and 31^ oz, silver to the ton. 

Early in 1876, Captain Levert returned to Tati, and had the- 
crushing machinery erected; and the following is the certified 
result by Mr. B, N. Acntt, of the first quartz subjected to anything- 
like a fair test upon the spot : — 
N&me of Beef. Quartz craahed. Yield of Qold. Yield per ton. 

Blae Jacket 19 tons 10 cwt. 42 de. 2 oz. 3 dwts. 1 gt. 

Anattaliaa Beef A 2 tong 10 cwt. 16 oi. 10 dwts. 7 oi. 12 dwta. 

Captain Levert also certified during the same year that 125 oz. 
had, to his knowledge, been produced from the reefe at or near the- 
Tati. 

Mr. Bromwich, of Durban, rqjorted that the Australians had 
gone down 80 feet, but the vein did not widen out as they hoped. 
Nevertheless, out of 2 tons, 10 cwt. 2 qrs, 24 lbs. of quartz they 
had obtained 25 oz. 3 dwts. 12 gre. of gold. Besides this, they were 
about £70 indebted to the Limpopo Company, and sent down, as 
they reckoned, quartz enough to pay it, and to their gratification 
they found it not only quite sufQcient, but their messenger brought 
them back a surplus of 22 oz., valued on the Tati at £77 more. 
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'One of ttie partj wrote to Mr. J. D, Wotherspoon in 1871, " We 
crushed five tons of qnartz here at the end of laet year, and 
received as the proeeedfl forty-tbree ounces of retorted gold, or 
■over 8 oz of gold per ton of etone, and we expect the forty or fifty 
tons of stone raised since then will yield the same average," 

Several of the smaller properties had been bought up by Sir 
John Swinburne, who left Mr. August Greite to wort the Blue 
Jacket reef, and during his visit to London in 1870-71, had 
*ngaged Mr. G. J, Nelson (originally the Mineralogist of the South 
Aincan Gold Field Exploration Company), to come out and take 
■charge of mining operations for liitn , 

Most of the working parties, being unprovided with ftmds 
■sufficient for the long and laborious processes of mining till they 
reached the gold, and then requiring to provide machinery to crush 
it, had sold out or abandoned their claims, and yielded to the more 
brilliant attractions of the diamond fields; and in the beginning of 
August, 1871, only Messrs. Nelson, Acutt, Franklin, and Brownre- 
mained at Tati; Mr. Greiteand assistant at Blue Jacket; and three 
■of the Australians at Todd's Creek. The arrival of Mr. Hart with his 
■engine and stamping machine, made also by Mr, Gavin, of Durban, 
■with Mr. North as engineer, Mr. Arkle, engineer of the Limpopo 
Company, and others, re-enlivened the place a little. 

Mr. Greite had gone about 70 feet deep, and had reached water, 
which, however, did not much inconvenience him. He had raised 
*bout £300 worth of gold, and had 150 tons of quartz lying on 
the surface in assorted heaps, of which the most promising he 
thought would yield 10 oz. of gold to the ton. He showed me 
several specimens of quarts of almost fabulous richness ; one piece 
he estimated at abont 1,500 oz. to the ton. Of course these were 
picked specimens, but the mass most be rich from which such 
•could be selected. 

I was told on good authority that out of 74 tons of quartz raised 
by the Australians at Todd's Creek, 226 oz, were obtained j 170 of 
which were from the first 40 tons. More than 400 oz. had at that 
time, been sent from Tati. Since then Mr. Hart has left the Tati, 
as there were not miners in the fields to supply quartz to keep his 
machine at work. The machine itself was bought by Mr. Cruikahank, 
and I believe now lies at Ba Mangwato. Mr. Nelson has been 
working steadily on, despite the difficulty of procuring labour and 
the imperfectness of his machinery ; and towards the close of 1872 
I was informed by Mr. Acutt that between 1,500 and 2,000 oz. 
■of gold had been sent home fiijm Tati. In Novembef of that 
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*ii Kir d^ Itil, '-tl-*. CacOk^. LcTcn w 
ac T«i y.%^:js, kA nad v^ :£^c \z^ "-^-^ Aai hzrv^aisi. and 
tuA '.zS/r:i^ d*it, li^ i rirae <^ lijaae ii*is. lie T*a diaiicft 
va> T;n!:i_Ti:J jf.ij^ifTTjiiid iLai cf :Jjrc«_cj«tT be R^fcatcud ; 

bf Ui^ ^«» CMJ^ '7 tbt- <-<*r.;-.T--rT, Hoi. tZ. iboT bi^btjtf- anqnired 
rijfi;* *'^,.>i ij* re^(wr^*d, ai.d ii.*t ihie viJ; diirftnce vooJd he 
tiji ItMioA '4 <kaL:^ a^iih the Miuir-ili ibe; vic^i hare lo deal 
Wi'ilj biiii, 

H« cbu'iwal, b<>Ttn-cr, la, to be perptrmal i-K»=miaii <^ thor 
tmauiAj. ZiA. Tbat ifae oomfaDj abucid bare the ponr <J 
leaMfit; aunf«nfiifi'ff Mtier land,irw»- rigbt«,and lic^isin^machiiiaj. 
Z. Tlutt <iu ev^iy newlj-diecoverai reef tbe companj fiboold claim 
Mie-fiHirtii, iiU<jiriDg only three ordinarr claims to tbe diacovcren. 
4. N''<u:</ftb«cMiiianjr'scl»iiuBboii]dbeliableU>be'' jumped" fiir 
aiif rtswfD wbateyer, 

*<■/«>» in.—Poniion and Extent of the Tali Gold Field*. 

Tlui Tati district, as deacribed in tbe grant made to C^>Uin 
Lc'vi:rt, is a triangle, of which the sonthern side, formed by tbe 
tJbiwbi river from its source to tbe jonction of tbe Ramoqueban, is 
uLiout at) mikfl in length ; itfl north-western, fimned by tbe mono- 
toinii in which those rirera rise, about 60, and its norlii-eastem^ 
dcAiicd l>y the Ramoqueban river, aboat 85 mjlea. 

The Tati river flows between tbe two preyiousl; named, and 
enters tbe Khaabi on iU nor^em side, four miles above tbe junction 
of tbe Kamoqueban. The settlement is about 20 miles up the 
Tati river. On the north bank its latitude, by my own obaerTation,ia 
2l''27'H., and by that of Edwin Uohr,tJie German explorer,21°28'. 
It< longitude, very carefully taken by Mr. Mohr, with more time at 
bis command than I had, and with superior instruments, 21°b\' S- 
The London and Limpopo Company's store is conspicuous on thi& 
WMt or left band side of the road on the north of the river. To tbe 
north of this, on a rounded hill, is the bouse of Ur. Nelson, and a 
little to the cast, that of Mr. Brown, of the Gla^;ow and Limpopo 
Company. Near these once stood Flagstaff Lodge, the trading 
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store of MessTB. Coward, that of Mr. and Mrs. Hart, and 
several others ; while to the east of the road, in a valley separated 
from the river by a small bill, stood " The Ranche," once tenanted 
by Dr. Coverley and his party and three or fbnr others ; while » 
mile below them stood that of Mr. Arkle, engineer to the London 
and Limpopo Company, and the crushing machine nnder his 
chai^. Near this also waa Mr. Hart's engine during the short 
time it remained there. I suppose few of these houses now remain, 
aa.d I cannot tell how &r they have been replaced by others. On a 
small range of hills north of the settlement remain the mines of 
the variong parties, all of them containing quartz more or less 
ooriferoos, but now deserted because the owners had exhansted 
their means in sinking down to the ree&, and had not capital 
either to go on working their mines, or to provide machinery for 
crushing the quartz. About three miles north-west is Blue Jacket 
mine, formerly worked by Mr. Greite. Eight or nine miles north 
is Halfway Beef, and about 85 miles up the Tati from the settle- 
ment is Todd's Creek, formerly worked with very good results by 
the Anstraliaos, equipped from Natal, but in 1871 deserted by all 
except one or two of the party. 

Section IV. — Distances and Routes. 

The distance of Tati Settlement from Plough Hotel, Market 
Sqnare, Pietermaritzbni^, as measured by myself with trachec 
meter is, via Potche&troom, 829 miles, 5 furlongs, 191 yards, and 
fromDnrban883niiles,5fDrlongs,191 yards. From Port Elizabeth 
it is estimated, I believe, by Mr. John Bell at 1,086 miles, via Hope 
Town, Kuruman, and Ba Mangwato. 

Of the Port Elizabeth route I can only partially speak from 
CTperience, but I believe there are extensive tracts north of Hope 
Town, in which grass and water are escessively ecanx in the dry 
season. The Natal road is bett«r snpphed, but in the month of 
July, when snow lies on the Drakensberg, the cold is so intense 
that the cattle and native servants snfTer greatly. This may, bow- 
ever, be avoided by starting in the end of February or beginning 
of March. 

We left Pietermaritzburg on 13th March, 1869, reached Pot- 
chefetroom on S7tb April, left it on 12th May, passed Bft 
Mangwato May 29, and reached Tati on the 9th June, travelling 
. easUy, and with one span of oxen to each wagon. 

At Ba Mangwato the two roads from Port Elizabeth and Natal 
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meet in what iB called the Boorst, or Thirst-land, eztfiading about 
100 miles from the Limpopo in the direction of the Tati. 

The rivers affluent of the Limpopo flow through a granite 
district, and are generally crossed where they are to appeu-ance 
deep worn channels, filled for many miles in length by broad flat 
beds of sand. During the rainy season heavy floods rush donn, and 
wheu they pass away leave the Band saturated with moisture, bo 
that water may be obtained cool, clear, and pure by merely scrap- 
ing with the hand ; but as the dry season advances thJB drains oS*, 
and unless a supply be retained by some inequality of the under- 
lying rock forming a reservoir, the sand, by the end of June, is 
completely dried, and the traveller must enquire carefully of natives, 
or others, where small supplies of water are still likely to remain. 

Section V. — Heiffkt above the Sea, — Vegeiaiwn, — Sanitary Con- 
ditions, — Cost of Living, ^. 

The boiling point of water at Tati settlement, below the houses, 
was on the 9th June, 1869, SO?".©, barometer 26'22 ; and height 
above the sea level, 2623 feet ; the thermometer averaged 45 to 62. 
The maximum was 90 and the minimum 43. The houses standing 
in the valley were rendered hot by reflection of the sun's rays from 
the hill aides. The dense fringe of mimosas and acacias along 
the river banks also screened them from the breeze ; those houses 
builton the heights of course were cooler. Thenecessityofkraalii^ 
the cattle at night within the village, gives birth to immense swarmB 
of flies, which, settling on the eyes of native children afflicted with 
opthalmic disease, are very apt to convey infection to others. 
In 1870, I think, three or four persons died of fever, but I feel 
tolerably sure that dwellers in houses, built on heighte, exposed to 
the free breeze, at a distance frcon any accumulation of filth, would 
be in very little danger. 

The hills and valleys supply all sorts of wood for building pur- 
poses. The Moparri or Ijanhinea, a resinous wood, which white ants 
will not attack, is most useful as supplying poles for wattle and daub 
or palisade hoiises. The Umgamo, of which the Kafirs make their 
bowls and dishes, serves for many purposes in place of softer wood. 
The Mimosa gives firewood or thorny branches for kraal fencing, 
while the kameel-doom, knopjies doom, wagt-een-beetje, and 
other acacias, afford timber for wagon work or for machinery. I 
have seen a log 8 or 10 feet long and 80 inches thick cut for the . 
basement of Mr. Hart's stamping machine. 
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Among the wild fruits the MarulEi, as large as a peach and with 
« kernel ahooBt like one, has a pleasant flavoor, and may be eaten 
from the tree or cooked for paetry, or preserved ; and a kind of 
mtrychnia, called the E^r orai^, has a moderately hard shell, a 
pleasant pnlp, and seeds that had bett«r be rejected. It makes 
■when steeped in a little water and fermented, a pleasant wine, 
which the addition of a very httle spirit and some sugar makes 
■extremely palatable. A kind of wild spinach affords an excellent 
table vegetable. A garden was stu-ted by the London and Limpopo 
Mining Company, and everything that did not require a cold 
-climate succeeded there. 

Boer'a meal (wheaten) which makes excellent bread, is taken up 
by traders &om the Transvaal and sold at about £4 per moid. Natal 
«ugar abont 1/2 per lb., coffee, raw, 1/6 per lb. and other groceries 
in proportion. Tran^iortfrom Natal was in 1870 about £2 10a. to 
£2 15s. per ewt., and the increase of cost in other articles may be 
-estimated by this. We reckoned that it would cost £6 per month 
to provision a man according to the navy scale, and miners were at 
that time asking £2 10s. per week and rations, or £S 10s. withont. 
Kafir com, or millet, mealies, pumpkins, tobacco,aromidnutgiYing 
-excellent oil, &c, may be bonght from the Makalakas ; also goats 
-and slaaghtfir cattle. It is nsual to equip a wagon and make a 
(rip of from 40 to 90 miles among the viIlt^;eB, taking beads, brass 
wire, brass rods, knives, snuff boxes, stout unbleached cahco, 
voerchitz, blankets and clothing. It is contrary to Matabili law to 
■sell guns to Mashonas or Hakalakas. Qame of all kinds, inclnding 
the various antelopes, buffalo, eland, giraffe, lion, rhinoceros, and 
-elephant are to be found in the Tati district, but the professional 
hnnters make them, especially the elephant, scarce and shy, and 
thongh gobd sport may be had by a well mounted man or good 
pedestrian, no one could trust to living on the produce of his rifle. 

Section VI. — Medicines, ^. 

We had no serious illness during the whole of onr expedition, 
■dniii^ which 6,000 or 7,000 miles of all descriptions of 
-eonntry were traversed, and therefore most of our medicine 
was given to others leas fortunate, but I have found the following 
most useful : — First, quinine dissolved in good spirit of any kind, 
-a dram to be taken before breakfast, in any climate where fever is 
likely to be prevalent. N.B, — When you open a case of brandy do not 
;tnist to mixing your quinine as yon want it, but at once set apart 
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■8 11UU17 bottles as yon think yon will reqnire, and pnt in qninine 
enough to make the Binrit onpleasont to drink, except in sm&il 
quantitiee, as a tonic. 

I once relieved a poor woman from intense agony with a bit of 
chalk oat of the tool box, a few drops of opinm, and a spoonfiil of 
sngar. At another time a man was brought me bitten on the 
ankle by a serpent described as deadly ; indeed, he seemed to bs 
already benumbed and felling into a state of torpor. I told his 
ooznrades to scarify the wound freely, but the blood would not 
flow. I gave them ammonia to wash it with, and then mixed a 
strong dose, but knowing that the natives think if a patient die it is thd 
medicine that has killed him, I called the rest of the men, and 
said, " Now yon have brought this man to me bitten by a deadly 
stake, so that he must die if I cannot help him. I will da 
my best, and you see me drink some of this medicine to show yoa 
there is no harm in it. Now let bim drink the rest of it, and 
I hare done my part ; after that he is in Crod'a hands to live or die.". 
They answered, " Yes, we see, and no blame can come to you if ha 
die." He remained torpid all night, but was weU next morning. 

In cases of incipient fever among native servants, I never waited 
till the disease took a decided form, but as soon as a man com-> 
plained of headache, disordered bowels, furred tongue, &c., I gave 
him five or six grains of tartar emetic, put him off duty for thd 
day, aud generally found him all right in the morning. Epeom 
salts, or other aperient medicine, should be provided rather -plm.' 
tifiUly, chalk and opinm in case of dysentery, and powdered ginger^ 
nutmeg or cmuamon for milder forms. Emetic powders are useful 
occasionally, and sulphate of zinc to mix with water tempered Tvitb 
a httle opinm for an eye wash. Eau de luce, or strong ammonia, 
in case of snake bites : scarify the wound to let t^e poisoned blood 
flow out, wash witii anmionia, and take 10 or 15 drops diluted 
with water as a draught. 

I once used one pound of carbonate of ammonia, dissolved in a 
bucket of warm water, to wash fonr horses during our passage 
through the Tsetse fly. I ctmnot assert that this saved them, but 
I have every reason to believe so. Nine or more of onr oxen diedj 
but not a single horse. 

The natives will constantly apply for medicines, generally a doari- 
of salte. A good strong emetic or an application of eye water, serves 
the pnrpose, but many come with imaginary diseases, and wonld bo- 
offended if medicine were refused ; to such I have often given 
cayenne p^per. The strength of my medicine became renowned^ 
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and patients flocked from all quarters to test its efficacy. To some 
of mj own men who came with slight ailments when I really had 
but six small doses of forer medicine in caSe of real sickneBa, I 
have given cnrty powder, telling them to make a fire, boil some 
water, drink the mixture Igavethem,aadwrap themselves up warm 
for the night. In the morning they have been quite well When, had 
I told them I had no medicine and sent them away, I really believe 
their imagination would have created an illness for them before 
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CHAPTER IT. 

THE NORTHEEN GOLD FIELDS. 

HATABILT LAND. 

The discovery of these fields in 1866 and 1867 followed that of 
the Tati only by the interval of the few weeks necessarily occnpied 
in travelling 850 miles more to the north-east, but the (^fficulty of 
exploring Mid ascertaining their reality increMed at every step. 
Even during the first-named year the suspicions of the MatiAili 
were aroused, and Mr. Hartley* dared not openly assist Herr 
Mauch in searching for reefe, because, whenever he attempted to 
do so his native servants would ask, " What have you to do with 
seeking stones ? The king gave you leave to shoot elephants I 
Why do you not attend to your own boHiness, and not meddle with 
things for which yon have no hberty ? " 

Nevertheless, by his own scientific sfciU and perseyerance, by the 
guidance of a Mashona, a retainer of Mr. Hartley's head man 
Inyoka, by such assistance as the hunters dare give, and chief of 
all by the immunity which almost all savages concede to men whom 
they believe " demented," Mauch was able to visit and make a 
hasty examination of several reefe in the vicinity of the Umvute 
and Sama rivers, as well as between the Quie-qusB and Bembesi. 
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" There," to use his own wotds, " the extent and beauty of the gold 
fields are Bach that I stood as it were traoBfixed, and for a few 
minutes was unable to use the hammer. . . . Thousands of 
persons might work on this eztenaire gold field without interferii^ 
with one another." 

A second visit in 1867 confirmed the impreseionB of the former 
year, but the fears of the Matabih had been excited to the highest 
pitch. They were aware that the knowledge of the richuees of 
their country had already spread among the white men, and they 
expected that a rush of fierce and lawless desperadoes &om all 
parte of a world more extensive than they had ever before dreamed 
of, would set in at once and drive them from their land. 
Their anger was kindled against all who had helped to spread 
the gold news. Mr. Hartley himself, notwithstanding the personal 
friendship and &vour of the great chief TJmselekatse, was at one 
time in danger of falling a sacrifice to the popular fury, bnt owed 
his life partly te the respect his honest manliness had earned among 
the people, and partly te the tact and knowledge of native character 
shown bjBev. Mr, Lee, missionary to the Matabih, in pleadingfor him. 

The news of these discoveries, backed by the exhibition of 
specimens of quartz more or less studded with gold, roused the 
public of Natal into action. The Durban Gold Mining Company, 
composed chiefiy of members of the Durban Volunteer ArtiUery, 
and commanded by Lieut. McNeil of that corps, left town on the 
14th October, 1868, and proceeded first to Tati, and next to 
Manyami's outpost, whence they sent in to ask pemussion to enter 
that part of Matabili land inhabited by the tribe, and in due time 
received permission. Accompanied by a letter from the Rev. T. 
M. Thomas, the missionary at Inyati, who rather unfortunately 
advised them, "Be careM not to say much about your gold 
search. Aak for permission to hunt and see the King's country."* 

At the miUtary kraal of the Twoi^ Endaba they were visited by 
Dmbeko, the Induna or conmiander of that regiment, who, after 
conversing some time, became satisfied of their peacefiil intentions, 
and remarked that the alarming reports (for which Mr. Lee was 
blamed) could not be true. On the 6tb of March, 1869 they 
reached Inyati, latitude 19<*40'48", longitude 29"1Z'ZQ"; height 
above the sea 4,115 feet, and 1,041^ miles fi«m Durban, the 
station of the London Missionary Society, where they were gladly 
welcomed by a number of hunters and traders, among whom was 
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Herr Mancb himself. The Rev. Mr. Thomas waa ill with fever, 
and his iamilj were also more or less affected. A ptatj of Oriqna 
himteni had lost one of their number. Mid as the healthy season 
would not open for at least a month or two, it becune neceaaary to 
decide how to shelter themselves till then. Some proposed building 
a large hut, but eventually they took pOBseseion of a dehipidated 
house vacated by the Rev. John Moffat about four yeftrs previously. 
It was then damp, leaky, aud surrounded by swampy ground, and 
signs of fever soon began to appear among the unfortunate 
party. Mr, Baker, who had dug a well with the double pur- 
pose of supplying the mission with water and of ascertaining 
whether gold I>earing strate existed below the surface, was first taken 
ill, and shortly afterwards Messrs. McNeil, Guthrie, Will, Davis, 
and Hobson. On the night of the Srd of April Baker passed away 
quietly, and McNeil, who lay insensible in the same room, knew 
not till morning that the spirit of his feUow-Bufferer had fled. On 
the 4tJi the survivors made a coffin, and " as the sun was sinMi^ 
to the horizon lowered the body of their friend to its rrating-place, 
standing with nncovered heads aronnd while the sol^nn service 
for the burial of the dead was read by one of them." On the 7th 
they removed to a small hill about a mile away, and the sick 
appeared to benefit by the change, but Mr. Guthrie died on the 
14th, Mr. Hobson next day, and Mr. Davis on the 17th, and were 
buried by their sorrowing comrades beside poor Baker.* 

Wh«i the imhealthy season had passed the propriety of going <m 
to the nortb-eaet was debated, but though McN«l himself still 
weak, and two others voted for doing so, fonr took the less heroic 
bnt certainly more sensible view, that iu their enfeebled state it 
would be more prudent to return; and I can only say that from the 
c condition in which I saw the convaksc^ts I think they 
I the proper course. Their expedition, however, was not 
without effect. By upright and straightforward dealings they had 
removed the strcmg prejudice Uiat existed against gold seekers, 
and showed the natives that the much-dreaded diggers were 
men as honest and as peacefol as the hunters or other Englishmen 
th^ were accustomed to. 

Meanwhile the letters of Herr Mauch announcing the discovery 
of the gold fields arrived in Europe, and were given to the public 
under the sanction of scientific societies in Germany and in 

• In 1871 I toot up from Natal a stone snitably inscribed, and delivered 
it to the Bev. J. B. Thompeoa, who, I have no doubt, has lonj: since placed 
it ou their tomb. 
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England. The glowing languid he employed was considered open 
to diBCQBBion, bnt it proved fortunate, for it ronsed the public to 
action when a mca« sober relation of facta might have falleu flat 
on inattentive ears. 

Small apecimena of quartz and gold dost were exhibited at the 
iRoyal Geographical Society and elsewhere. One piece aasayed by 
JobnaoQ bhA Mattheys gave a proportion of 1'1S5 oz. gold and 60 oz. 
■sHvesr to the ton ; and a specimen possessed by the Chamber of 
Commerce in Port Elisabeth was stated by my friend. Dr. Ather- 
«tone, to be worth at the rate of £12,000 per ton. 

During the year 1868, Sir John Swinbnme, Bart., in conjunction 
with Captain Arthur Lionel Levert, and some other gentlemen, 
aasociated themselves under the title of the London and Limpopo 
Mining Company, fmd with a steam traction engine, a quantity 
of other appliances and stores for personal use or for training, left 
Engird for KataL Almost simultaneouslyanumberofgentlemen 
Interested in that colony enrolled themselves aa " The South Airican 
flold Fields' Exploration Company," and offered the commwid of their 
■expedition to me. Mr. C. J. Nelson, a Swedish mineralogist who 
had travelled and worked for 16 years in Galifomia, was 
placed in his proper capacity on our stafl", and Mr. E. J. Jewell 
was appointed secretary. I left London in the steamship Asia on 
the 2nd of December, but after bofFeting head winds and Reaa with 
-an overloaded vessel till the 6th, we bore up and narrowly escaped 
shipwreck on the Isle of Wight, returned to Graveaend for repairs, 
where the passengers unanimously voted to Mrs. Blazell, the 
'C^tain's wife, a piece of plate in testimony of their admiration of 
the womanly devotion, fideUty, and courage with which she had 
assisted her husband during that trying time. 

On the 19th December we finally left Falmouth; anchored off 
Natal on the 14th Feb., 1869, and landed on the 16th at the Point. 
We proceeded by rail to Durban, a couple of miles north-west upon 
the shore of the inner bay, in latitude 29''52', longtitude about 
Sl*'l"80, and only 22 feet above the sea. The town is encircled 
by a range of wood-clad hills, dotted with suburban villas, 
sweeping rooud from the Berea, near the sea ooast on the north, 
to the bluff which guards the entrance on the south, and displays 
its revolving light to guide the approaching mariner. We 
received a hearty welcome ftom the colonists, and every pos- 
sible assistance from Mr. 0. Behrens and the inhabitants generally ; 
the more e^>ecially as at this time a rush of Australian diggers bad 
«ome over, and were now expressing in strong terms their dis- 
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f^pointmeiit at finding that the reported gold fields were perhaps & 

thonsand miles away, and "not one ounce of gold had ;et been 
brought in from them," They and the leading colonists were- 
urging on the Government to take some steja to ascertain the actual 
Talue of the discovery, and now all parties looked with confidence- 
to the well-known scientific and practice skill of Mr, Nelson to 
settle this important point. But the efforts of the colonists were 
not confined to helping us, and viBhing us God speed upon our 
journey. Meetings were ccdled, and money (rfjout £3,000) sub- 
scribed, and a party of thirty-four miners* equipped, to follow on 
our track and esplore the reputed auriferous country. At the sama 
time, Messrs. Burke and Babe had arrived from America (via Eng- 
land, I believe), bringing with them a London waggonette, th& 
newest repeating rifles, and the ideas generaUy current at home- 



of the savage wilderness they were going into. They were rather 
surprised to learn that most of their equipment might far more- • 
snitably have been provided here; that they might travel hundreds 
of miles without occasion for weapons of defence, and that even 
when a rifle is taken the colonial traveller lets his native attendant 
carry it, instead of keeping it slung on his own shoulder for fear of 
treachery. Another idea gleaned from experience in California 
(and confirmed since by our recent finds in the Lydenburg district) 
was that their best chance of finding alluvial gold was to skirt th& 
" Foothills," on the sea-fece of the Drakensbeig. Fortune at the- 
diamond fields, however, compensated their want of success, but I 
* Tbii ii lbs part; alluded M in pige 3. 
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cannot dose this brief notice of their expedition withont paying a 
tribute to the memory of my friend, Mr. William Martin — a tme 
colonist, a sincere Christian, and a warm-hearted philanthropist — 
who had travelled extensively already, and who, after the close of 
their journey, undertook fmother overland journey to Delagoa Bay. 
On Uie 12th Sept., 1869, he was found by some Portuguese 
gentlemen on the Manice, or King George's River, about 30 miles 
from Lorenzo Marques — ^hia " placid features " still unchanged — 
some fr^piente of manive and a few beans only in his pocket. 
In the diary, traced by his enfeebled hand, the words, " Sunday 5th 

.... Patience must have her perfect work I commend 

myself to the watchful care of Him who reigns on high." The 
Portugueae buried him with all possible respect and reverence, 
preserving the diary and articles necessary for the identification 
of the unfortunate traveller. 

Here, also, we had the pleasure of rejoining and frequently meet- 
ing our Gennaa friends, Edwin Mohr and Adolpb Knbner, bound 
also to the gold fields. Our four wagons standing side by side, 
flying the British and Korth German flags, like a little squadron 
busily fitting for a long voyage, were for many days a centre of 
interest upon the market square of Pietermaritzburg. 

On the 13th March our expedition left Maritzburg,* and wended 
its way north-west, through the colony of Natal, passing Howick 
and the Umgeni waterfall, Mooi River, and Bushman's River at 
Esteourt, by substantial iron bridges ; the Tugela River at Est- 
court by the Pont, and the remainii^ streams by driflis or fords, 
till we climbed the Drakensberg at Van Reenen's Pass, and on its 
ridge, about 5,400 feet in height, passed from Natal into the Re- 
pubhc of the "Orange Free State," where we rested for a 
few days at the town of Harrismith,t with the giant Platbei^ 
rearing its castellated clifis about 2,000 feet higher to the eastward. 

Here we bought a willow log for iuel, ere we commenced our 
journey over the bleak, undulating, graaay, treeless highlands of 
the Free State. Replenishing our larder, by shooting a few of 
the numerous wilde-beest that still maintain a desperate stru^le 
for existence with the unsparing akin-hunters, we crossed the Vaal 
Kiver at Lunse's Drift, and reached Potchefetroom, the capital of 
the Trans-Vaal Republic, where our wagons again stood side by 

• Lat., 29-3S- ; long., 30 23- ; and 2,080 feet sbovs the sea. 
tHaimmith, lat., 3B'16'28; long:., 29-5-; altitnde 4,960 faet i 
bom PiatennaritzboT^, 143 mUes. 
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Bide with Mr, Mohr'a, by the circns in the groands of the Eoyal 
Hotel, which Mr. Mohr'a obaervations, taken with superior instm- 
menta and ample leisure, placed in latitude 26°43', longitude 
27''83-40', altitude, 3,900 feet ; distance from Pietennaritzburg, 
365 miles 2 furlongs. Its streets, hke those of most South African 
towns, cross each other at right angles, with channels of fresh clear 
water running on either side, and its dwelling-houBes, it« stores, 
and public buildinga, peep forth from among rich orchards or 
groves of tall wiUows, with their branches drooping in long and 
graceful curves, till their tips nearly sweep the passing vehicles. 

Crosaing the Mooi River, meandering through the wide alluvial 
valley, we proceeded north, visiting the femous limestone caverns 
and subterranean river at Wonder Fontein; and, at Thomdale, 
Bouth of the bold ranges of the Magaliesberg, we visited Mr. Henry 
Hartley. He and I had long known each other by repute; but he 
had heard, some years before, of my death, and now would hardly 
be persuaded that I was not a ghost, until the justice I did to the 
good fare he set before us convinced him of his error. He was 
himself preparing for his journey, and volunteered to be our pilot 
along the road; an affer which I gladly accepted. And here, I may 
say, in brief, commenced one of the most grati^ng friendships I 
have been privileged to fonn, which has endured through many a 
changing scene of liie in trouble and in joy. 

I must pass rapidly over the incidents of our journey. We 
visited Enstenburg" with its coffee farms, its ftiiitful orchards, 
and its experimental plots of sugar cane, crossed the Marico River, 
travelled along the forest clad banks of the Limpopo, crossed the 
Nomani river, and then, striking across a broad dry flat, reached 
the cross roads under the hills of Ea Mangwato.t the native town of 
Shoahong,! being about 10 miles west north-west. The chief 
Matchen, impressed with the general idea that aU gold seekers were 
on the sure and speedy road to fortune, was already levying a tax 
of one sovereign upon prospectors, but this I declined to pay 
because I did not intend to work at the Tati, over which he 
claimed jurisdiction, and also because he was only a tributary 
chief to the Matabili affecting temporary importance since the 

*lAt., 21-41'; lonfT., 27-39-; belg-bt, 3,367 feet; 464 miles 6 fnilongs 
188 yards from Pietennaritzburg. 

flat. 23'6'E4; Ioi)£., 26 GB' ; height, 2,800 feet; 623 mHea 2 fnrloEgs 
79 jardB from Piateimaritzbur^. 

ITheUoaelikatziof Hanie and Moffat. 
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death of their great chieftain Uniselekatze. * An arduous trek 
across the " Doorst land " crossing several rivers either quite dry 
or scantily supplied with water, kept cool and clear in reservoirs of 
rock beneath the broad, dry gaudy beds, brought us to the Great 
Shadia and then to the Tati river, where we out-spanned near the 
store of the t London and Limpopo Mining Company, where we 
were warmly welcomed by my friend, D. M. Kisch, and by the other 
miners, whtae names will be found in the section ah'eady devoted 
to the Tati. "We crossed the Ramoqueban, the Impaque, the 
Umkweai, and a small branch (afterwards called JSawpit Spruit) of 
the Mangwe river. Here Mr. Hartley introduced us to Mr. Lee, 
who not only perfectly understood the language and customs of 
the Matabili, but was privileged to hunt and reside iu the South 
Western district, had long enjoyed the confidence of the late 
chieftain TJmselekatze, and was generally regarded as his agent in 
all business affairs with white men. I told my errand, and showed 
the letter of introduction given me by the Governor of Natal, and 
Mr. Lee said he had often told the old king that the Enghsh 
Gi>Temment would do nothing underhand, but that any of its 
mess^^es would be sent openly and above board, and now be re- 
grott«d the king was not alive to see the truth of his words. 

We now left the quartzose eountiy, and passed through ranges 
of picturesque granite hills with forests at their base, and huge 
locks, bearing often a grotesque resemblance to animals or other 
femihar objects. Crossing their summits we reached Manyama's 
Kraall" on a spruit of the Shashani, when Mr. Lee explained to him 
the general purpose of my visit, and desired him at once to send 
forward special messengers to announce my arrival, and to call 
together the council of the nation to hear the contents of His 
ExceUeucy's letter. We remained here from the ICth June 
till the beginning of July, when two petty chiefs were sent by 
order of Xlm Nombata from Umbeko's Kraal. They showed much 
■curiosity respecting my business, and the contents of the letter. 

* These native towns are coiiBtnict«d of the most perisb&ble and fragile 
materials, and in oaae of their destmctiioa by invasioii, or fixe, fnture 
travelleis may, in vain, look for theii lemainB. 

flat, 31 'as-; lon^., 27-51'; height, 2,623 feet; 829 milea 6 fnrlongB 
191 jatde from Pietermaritzbnrff. 

t Sawpit-LeeB farm, lat., 20-4* *0 ; loi^., 28'lSi8 ; height, 3,i70 feet, 
^88 miles 2 fuxlougfg 36 Tarda distanoe fiom FietermaritztinTg. 

UManyamas outpost, lat., 20-37-10; long, 28'19- ; height, M70 feeti 
distance from Pietennaritzbiiig, 887 miles 2 fuxlonga 13J jards. 
C2 
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I desired Mr. Watson, my interpreter, to t«ll them that the letter 
could be read to no one but the chief or chiefe in council of their 
nation, but that I recognised the name of ITm Nombata as the 
great and venerable councillor of their late king, and had read of 
him in the works of Englishmen (the Rev. R. Moffat and Captain 
Comwalhs Harris) who had written in terms of respect and friend- 
ship of him ; also that in general terms I had no objection to teU 
them that my bnsiness was friendly, and that it had relation to the 
metal, gold, of which they had recently heard aa having been found 
in their cocntTy, When Mr. Lee arrived he reproved them for 
exceeding their duty as messengers by endeavouring to learn from 
me that message which should only be communicated to the chieia, 
and they acknowledged he w&s right, but said they thought it no 
harm to test me by trying whether I would reserve my words or 
scatter them abroad upon the hiUs. Manyama was then called, 
and Mr. Lee showed the outside of the letter, with the title of our 
great Queen and royal seal upon the envelope, and pointing to the 
royal arms upon the i\-aggons, told them it was sufficient they 
should see these tokens and know that my business was friendly. 
He then explained as much as he thought needful of my plans, 
and arranged that on the 6th July they should be in readiness to 
escort us. 

We crossed the Shashani and climbed to the " fop of the hill " 
or watershed between the Limpopo and Zambesi systems. Brooklets 
trickling to the former on our right and to the latter on our left, while 
proteas of considerable dimensions bordered our path. We cn^sed the 
Kumalo or Eoyal River {a principal source of the Gwali which I had 
visited near its junction with the Zambesi in 1862), and after we 
had outspanned were met by Captain Levert's wagon coming from 
Sir John Swinburne at Inyati, and bound to Natal for machinery. 
Here, on account of the exhausted condition of the oxen, I found 
it necessary to leave Jewell and Watson with one w^on " en cache" 
under the protection of the young Prince Lo Bengula, while I with 
Mr. Nelson and Mr. Lee proceeded with the other. We crossed 
the Umthlambo Boloi (the Bath of Majesty) on the Um Kosi or 
King Eiver, and spanning out at night on a waterless flat were 
aroused by the attack of a lion on our cattle. Of course every one 
sleeps outside to spring up fidly armed at the first alarm. The 
cattle in terror were already breaking out of the kraal when I , 
heard them, and drove them back. My companions stood to their 
posts to guard the horses or other points of attack. Little Jack 
barked as InstUy aa if his small voice were backed by the power of 



Digitized by Google 



ATTACK BY A LIOW,— IKTBODUCTION TO THE GEBAT CHIBP. 21 

a wolf hound. The Hon circled ronnd to the bivouac of otir guides, 
-and they, igmting the grass they had used for their hedding, tossed 
it up high overhead, fiUing the air with acattered sparks and 
flame, and firing on the lion when the light revealed him. One 
■only of the Ba Mangwato boys sought inglorious safety by diving 
under the wagon, and he was chaffed unmercifally by the heroes of 
the night, and told that in Aiture the poet of honour where the 
lion must kill his man before getting at the cattle would be assigned 
to him. The horses strayed in the morning, but were brought 
back by the people of the next village.' Mr. Nelson while out 
looking for them saw the lion, but being armed only with arevolver 
-did not fire on him. 

At the military kraal of the Twong Endaba Regiment, number- 
ing, perhaps, 800 men, and entrusted with the care of some thousands 
of the national cattle, we saw Xlmbeko, and as Mr, Lee insisted on 
reading the letter to none but the great chief of the land, or to all 
the chiefe in council, it was at length decided that the Eegent Um 
Nombata was, in his own person, sufficiently empowered to hear it, 
and consider my application. We, therefore, took the straight way 
through the country, and leaving Inyati on our left, reached 
Emampanjene'orUmbanjin on the 19th, Our guides went forward 
to report us, and in less than an hour, word was sent that the chief 
was ready to receive us. 

We attended at once andfound the old chief sitting perfectly naked 
(a royal privilege) before the door of his hut. He received us in a 
friendly unaffected manner, and ailer a little pleasant conversation, 
proposed to adjourn to the kotla, or place of conncU, to grant the 
formal audience ; his bodily strength had completely failed, and he 
had to be supported even whOe he walked so short a distance, but 
his mental powers appeared as vigorous as ever. When he announced 
his readiness to hear us, I requested Mr. Lee to say that I had been 
sent by a company from London, the city of our great Queen, 
many thousand niileH across the great water, to pay him a friendly 
visit, and to ascertain whether the report, that his country contained 
gold, was true. Also that I was the bearer of a letter from the 
governor of the English in Natal, asking him to give me leave to 
travel and explore, and to protect me in doing so, in order that I 
might ascertain and report the truth, so that if the gold really 
existed, his excellency might make laws to regulate the conduct of 

* Emampanjene, lat, 14'42-30; long., 29'14'SO; bdght, 3,900 feet; 
distance from iDTati, 35 miles 102 txtcIs. 
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thoBe who would come to seek it, or if I found noue he might mak& 
the feet known, and advise them not to undert^e the journey. 

The thief thanked me for coming ao fer to bring the mes- 
B&ge and the letter, and expreseed his gratification at finding 
the English the same people he had always known them j 
he had twice been sent by his great chief Umselekatze to our 
country people. First to the residence of the Reverend Robert 
Moffat, and, secondly to Cape Toivn, where our governor lived 
on the shores of the great ocean." He gave me fiberty , to 
travel and explore freely, and promised me a man to go with me to 
act as guide, and to be a visible proof to all that I went by hia 
permission and authority. He exacted but one condition in return,, 
and this was, " You must also make me one promise, you must not 
go out of my country by another way, but must come back to me^ 
and tell me truly whether yon have found gold, so that I also may 
know what to say to your governor, when we make laws upon the 
subject." ■ I then offered the usual tribute on entering the country, a- 
mnsket with a supply of ammunition, and presented a handsome 
railway rug, as a personal gifl;. Next day he sent me word that I 
might retain the gold that I found. 

When Mr. Lee returned to his farm, I sent down for a fi'esh 
span of oxen, as it was impossible for ours to proceed further, and. 
while waiting for them, I received a letter, written by order of some 
of the other chiefs, to inform me that Um Nombata was considered 
imbecile, that his permission was of no avail, and that I could ttot 
be allowed to travel because they had bound themselves not to let 
any but Sir John Swinburne and his party do so. I rode over to 
the mission station at Inyati, where I was kindly received by the 
Reverends T. M. Thomas and W. Sykes. I found six men who 
had been sent to fetch me back, but I told them that having- 
received pennjssion fiiDm their great chief, Um Nombata, I should 
not pay him so poor a compliment as to ask any one else, but. 
should hold his promise vahd till he recalled it with his own lips. 
Jewell brought me the new cattle and took back some that were 
wearied out. I received a guide named Inyassa, after the old Regent, 
to whom I made a present of a good warm coat, when I went to 
pay my parting visit. 

It is not my purpose to lengthen out this narrative by anecdotes- 
of hunting adventures, but to give as accurate and concise an idea 

*Hi8 memor; of the visit waa esceedingl? miiiute and clear. AmoQET 
other things he witneesed a marriage in Bt. Ckorge'a Chmch, and lemem- 
beied disliuotl; which filler the bride wore the ting upon. 



_y Google 



EECEPTION BY THE OEEAT CHIEF. — TB8T OP QUAET2. 2S 

as possible of the known capabilities of the gold fields, and the 
maimer in which permiBeion to explore, and privileges to work 
them, were obtained ; therefore, I shall confine myself chieflj to 
details bearing on that subject. In the vicinity of Um Nombata's 
kraal, Mr. Nelson, oar indefatigable and skilful mineralogist, fonnd 
several large quartz ree%one, five miles north north-«ast, a hundred 
feet wide, striking north 35°, west, with a south-west dip of 70* or 
80" ; and about fbui miles south-west, two large, and several small 
reefe. The first did not look very favourable, but the others appeared 
better and contained mnch oxide and salphuret of iron, as weU as brown 
hematite or peroxide of iron. Want of time and means prevented 
Mr. Nelson breaking, up mnch of this quarts to examine it for 
gold. An explorer on foot, with two or three natives to carry his and 
their own bedding, provisions, and tools, cannot do much, beddea 
which the Matabilis had not quite got over their alarm, and we 
did not like to lrritat« them by searching in the immediate vicinity 
of their vill^es. Mr. Nelsqn's opinion, however, was that some of 
these reefe were gold bearing. He washed gravel and sand in the 
Changani and M'Nyami rivers, and readily found several specks 
of gold in every pait, proving that considerable quantities of fine 
gold had been waahed down from the upper parts of the river?. 
He tried the river thirty-five miles down with the same result, and 
found gold also in red iem^inous gravel, about five hundred feet 
from the river. From these indications, Mr. Nelson thought that 
payable alluvial gold might be found in the Lhai^ani or ite various 
feeders, and was inclined to regard this district as one of the most 
iavourable for mines he had met with in South Africa. A band of tal- 
coae chloritic, and hornblende schist, with numerous quartz ledges, 
in which Mr. Nelson obtained a fair prospect of gold, lies eight or 
ten miles south-west of the village ; and this he also includes in hia 
&vourable opinion. On the 6th August, 1869, Mr. Nelson and I, 
with one wagon, trekked northward across country, with wild hiUa 
composed of immense blocks of granite, on either side. We struck the 
hunters road west of the Umbangariver and hills, and met Mr. Samuel 
Edwards coming out to fetch supplies for Sir John Swinburne, who 
was in advance of us. We held on to the eastward, turning gradually 
more north, and crossed- the Um Vang, the U'Gwelo Eiver, the 
Gwailo, • and the Ingwainya or Crocodile River, and taking a 
road which carried ns too far north, had to turn south-east agalni 
and join the main one at the Quaequae River, near which we found 

* GwailoBivsr, lAt.,19'll-ie; lon^., 29-5010; height, 3,792 ; duUno* 
tioiii PieteTmaiitzbii^, 1,012 mileii, 3 foilongB, 196 faido. 
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ext«iiBiv« Edate imd schistouB rocks, striking north by vest and south 
b^ east, with namerooB qnartz-reeb, some of which Mr. Nelson 
found to be gold bearing. The country wae paik-like and beauti- 
ful 1 the graceful matehabela, which in ita yonng leaf presents a rich 
yet delicate crimaon tint, changing bj various gradatious into 
green, as ita folii^ is matured ; the leghondi, which bnds forth in 
golden yellow, and the mimosas, acacias, does, and occaBional 
euphorbias added an ever-varying charm to the scene ; white the 
higher lands were adorned with large white flowering proteaa, and 
other plants suited to their altitude. We crossed the Bembesi 
River and the Sehaqne* near the junction of which eight or 
ten miles north, maay apparently rich quartz reefe exist, 
which were subsequently visited separately by Mr. Nelson and 
myself. Mr. Nelson tried the river and found a trace of gold, and 
I remarked galena in several specimens of the quarts. 

Hitherto the chief features ^of the country had been granite ; 
but to the north-west of our coijrse greenstone schist was 
found, and beyond that a dark slate formation, striking north 
and south, and upright enough to enclose the stream between high 
blnfls. Mr. Nelson found alluvial gold in two places in the river ; 
■but it was very fine, and not enough to warrant him in calhng it 
payable. We observed the first pahn-tree at Sebaque. Here the 
country is chiefly fine-grained granite, intersected by green stone. 
On our right, or south-east, appear the ridges of the Thaba 
Euzimba, and the other highlands, forming the watershed 
between the ZambeBian tributaries we were daily crossing, and 
those of the Limpopo and Sabea, flowing from their south and 
eastern slopes. 

The drift of the Uninyati, or Buffalo, was guarded, as it were, 
by castellated granite hills, among which a small baobab or two, 
and the beautiful coral-blossomed eritkrina haffra, mingled with the 
acacias and mimosa, while cranes and waterfowl waded on the 
sandy beaches, or sported in the pools, and the hippopotamus and 
crocodile occupied the deeper reaches below. The Umgesi, a few 
miles onward, was a bleat unsheltered mountain river, rushing 
tmd babbhng over accumulated rocks and stones, clear and cold as 
we experienced when we waded knee-deep across it. At UmgeBana 
we found the brothers Jennings with Mr. Saunders and Mr. Gillie- 
wie, outspanned by a clump of trees and dwarf pahns, and received 
valuable information from them. And at the drift of the Umz- 

• Sebaque, lat,18'66'T; long., 3iJ-2t'i height, 3.420, 
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wezwie (beaatifoUy overshadowed by bold gwraps of forest trees) 
Mr. Nelson found gold among the stones, and sand in the broad 
bed which only the flooded river coold fill. 

The hills of the watershed npon onr right sweeping ronnd like 
a vast amphitheatre from east to north, forced ns still more in that 
direction; and camping in a soft wood grove near Zizina, or Mnd 
Sprnit, we lost an ox from weakness and exhaoBtion ; and here, 
saddling up my horse — ^kept only for great emergencies — I rode on 
to overtake Mr. Hartley. Grossing the Zinbindasi rivulet, and 
the broad and sandy Urn Vuli river, I reached the Sarua and 
balt«d for the m'ght. I observed the glare upon the clouds fi^)m 
fires in the direction of Sir John Swinburne's camp, three or four 
miles south-west of me. Nest day I crossed much quartz ore and 
well wooded country, intersected by several rivulets ; and during 
the forenoon reached the wagons of Mr. Hartley, the brothers 
"Wood, and Mr. McMaster, The hunters were absent, but 
Mrs. McMaster and the other ladies welcomed me, and spread upon 
the skin that did duty for a breoklast table, so many little delica- 
cies, created frxim the roi^h materials at their commaud, that I 
seemed to have feUen into ttie very lap of luxury, A train of Mata- 
bili and Mashonas arrived, loaded with ivory and elephants' fiesb, 
and as the camp was shorirly to be moved I rode back early next 
morning to hasten on the w^;on. I met it at the Sarua river, in 
which Nelson found a little gold. 

When we returned to the hunter's camp at the Imbeeta River, 
Mr, Hartley gladly received ns, but dared not promise me any help 
in gold seeking until his head man, Inyoka (or the Serpent), had 
ascertained from mine that I had received full permission to explore 
from Um Nombati himself. So soon as this information was given 
he at once invited me to ride with him on his hunting expedi- 
tions, and also promised to show me such quartz-reels as he knew 
o£ Beyond this river no wagon road existed ; but the hunters had 
ah-eady marked the direction. We proceeded north-north-west, 
crossing the luzinghazi River, and halting to form ctonp upon a 
large river called the Ganyana,* where a huge block of grwiite, 
big enough for a comfortable cottage, is supported on three or four 
smiJler ones, so as to form a massive canopy over a space in which 
a goodly company might sit or lounge at pleasure. Mr. Nelson 
found several quartz-reefs to the westward of the road ; one strik- 

■OanjanaBivei.lat, 17-14-66] lon^., 30'41'20; height, S9J3 feet; from 
PletermaritibuTg, 1,196 miles. 
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ing north to west was 150 feet wide, forming several hills in line^ 
which were visible from afar. He did not think this was gold- 
bearing, but considers it, nevertheless, well worthy of examination. 

From Urn Nombatia' vill^e we had been travelling through a 
wilderness desolated by the marauding expeditions of the Matabih 
against the former inhabitanta — the Mashonas — a people rich in 
cattle and of peaceful and industrioos habits — of whose villages 
and cattle-folds the ruined walk, built of dry stone, still lemain 
among the granite kopjies. Their formerly extensive rice and 
com fields present long reaches of ridge and furrow, causing- 
the ox-w^;on to pitch like a boat in a short sea, and so trying to 
the horse that an elephant in these old gardens very often baffles, 
the hunter. 

Here we were visited by a number of Mashonas, from the vill^^e, 
about thirty-five miles to the north-west, and as they informed UB. 
that there were pits in the vicinity, from which their forefathers- 
used to dig a kind of metal, of which they professed ignorance, I 
accompanied them on their return, and it may interest our country- 
men at borne to know that we do not, on such occasions, go 
armed to the teeth, and in constant fear of treachery. I rode at a 
walking pace, about the centre of the long procession, my head 
man, Inyassa, carried my rifle, and two or three other men my 
blankets and other necessaries, we crossed large tracts of well 
wooded granitic country, alternated with belts, in which quarts 
reefeof considerable extent prevailed. When we reached Maghoondaa 
Village,* it seemed to me that I had reached the borders of the 
Zambesi population with whom I had been familiar in 1859. The 
chief sent me a dish of meal paste, and a httle pot of meat, rather 
high in flavour. I slept in a little arbour below the village 
and the next day a guide went with me to shew me the pit« from 
which the precious metal used, in old times, to be extjracted. The^ 
reef bordered by clay slate, and other rocks, traversed a valley 
shut in by rounded hills, and the pits were in groups of six or 
eight together, three or four feet wide, and some of them ten feet 
deep. My guide jnniped into one to feteh me up a specimen, 
and as his gaunt weird figure disappeared, I wondered whether his. 
forefathers had ever done the same, at the bidding of Solomon's mer- 
chants, and thus afforded material for the legends ofDjinns, Afreets,, 
and Demons, who were said to be subject to that powerful monarch.. 

•Mayhoondaa Villftge, lat, 1"'33'30; loag., 30-17*«; Miles from. 
Haritiburg, 1,230 
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The cnBtomB of the Maehonas, Ets I have Baid, seemed all familiar 
to me, they are more negro like than the Kafire, the Zulus, or the 
Matabili, their hair is naturally crisp and short, but they cultivate 
and increase its length by tying it up in small tufts with red 
mimosa bark, plentiftilly anointed with fat, or with vegetable oil. 
mostly from the ground nut (aracAis) ; these tnfts are arranged in 
ridges, &om back to front, giving a dandy, with his hair in cnrl, a 
ludicrous resemblance to our clowns ; but when the locks are nearly 
a foot long, they are taken " out of paper," dressed with charcoal* 
and nnt-oil, parted in the centre, and ^owed to hang down on 
either side the &ce, confined only by a bandean, reminding one of 
the drawings on Egyptian monuments. Of course the head cannot 
be allowed to touch the ground, and to keep the well oiled locks 
from being soiled by dust, every man carries with him a neck 
pillow, Uke a little stool, which suffers not the bead to come with- 
in eight or ten inches of the ground. Their arms are the bow and 
arrow, and the assegai or short spear in many forms, from the blade, 
meant to inflict a wound two inches wide and two feet deep, upon 
an elephant, to curious little instruments of torture, intended to 
penetrate the human form, and by means of thirty or forty in- 
genious reverted barbs to remain fixed and rankling in the wound. 

The law observed by Portuguese hunters, was in force among 
them, ie. . — That the half of any slain animal that touched the 
ground belonged to the chief, and till he had taken his, the hunter 
must not touch his own share. I had expressed my opinion, 
ten years before, that Elnghsh hunters would not submit to this, 
and now the question was settled, without even being proposed 
to the white men. The Matabih camp followers, indignantly 
repudiated the bare idea. " Our own master, the great chief, 
" our late king Umselegasi, never took a tusk from an English- 
" man, and shall yon Mashonae, who are only our dogs, dare to 
" claim that which he rpfrained from ?" At one time I found that 
they had 'debated on the propriety of terminating my earthly career, 
whOe they had me in their power, to give the white men an idea 
of their prowess. I had observed Inyassa gathering bis weapons, and 
my own closer to me, but went on eating my mess of pap till I 
should learn more, and I believe gained more credit for coolness 
than I might, had I known the object of their discusBion. As I 
returned I saw several other quartz-reefs, and groups of diggings, 
in all of which gold bearing stone had evidently been found. I 
was requested to put my horse to speed, that the villagers, who 
had never seen such an animal, might have some idea of his power. 
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Spending a night at another stockaded village, perched on the 
top of a ragged clay slate hiU, with quartz reefe at its base, I 
reached our camp, supplying my followers with flesh, by shooting 
a rhinoceros and two antelopes, on the way. 

On our return journey, Mr. Hartley brought us by a more direct 
road, crossing the Simbo rivulet, just above its junction with the 
Umvuh. Some of our wagons were damaged in the drift, and wo 
baited for repairs, underagroupof granite hills, with quartz-reefe 
at their base. Here Mr. Hartley picked up several specimens, in 
which we afterwards fotmd gold. He informed me that extensive 
di^ngs were near us, but as he wished his bead man, Inyoka, to 



shew them to me, I refrained from visiting them until we had 
persuaded biTn to go with me nest morning. 

The reeffe seemed to be the greater part of a mile in length, but 
were so covered with refuse, thrown Irom the old surface workings, 
that their exact limit could not be easily determined, the holes were 
three or four feet wide, and sometimes ten or twelve feet deep. Here 
and there a group of holes had been worked into one, forming a 
large pit, and in many of these mimosa and other trees, from three to 
ten inches thick, were growing, proving that many years must have 
elapsed since they were worked, but not establishii^ for them 
a high antiquity. One of Inyoka's followers remembers that a house 
stood some distance north, and in his father's time.ifcwas inhabited, 
«nd gold dust was sold there. Perhaps, it might have been the 
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residence of some one cMnbining the occupation of trading with 
the office of Oatechist, or teacher from the now deserted J^nit 
mission, at Znmbo on the Zimibesi. Mr. Nelson, who had been 
oat in another direction, inspected these reefe, and was so pleased 
with them, that I delayed the wi^n as long as I could for repairs, 
to give him opportunity for examination. 

Nearly a mile to the south Sir John Swinburne had encamped, 
and with the help of his head miner, Mr. August Griete, bad sunk 
two shafts about twenty-five feet deep,from which be had obtained 
some very rich, aud visibly auriferous quartz, some white and 
crystalline, some coloured red or yellow with oxide of iron. Mr. 
Nelson and I returned on subsequent days to examine the Simbo 
reefs, and at length determined to mark them off in the presence of 
our head man, as the first claim for which we would ask the new 
King when he should come into power, and as an acknowledgement 
to our iriend, who bad first shewn me the locaHty, I named the 
station " Hartley Hill,"* the north aide is bounded by the Simbo 
rivulet, the north-east by the " Hartley Hill," and the south by 
lai^ ant heaps with marked trees growing from them. 

Mr. Nelson, in his official report, thus describes the place we had 
selected : — 

"Profitable quartz mining depends lai^ly on the facilities 
for working and crushing quartz ; here these are very good, an 
nnliEnited supply on the ground, and a fine stream, the Simbo, 
within a few hundred ytffds, with constant water, which can probably 
be used as a motive power, 

" The rock strata enclosing these veins are gneiss and a mixture 
of talcose and ehloritic schists striking north-east and south-west 
or thereabouts, and these dip westward at an ai^le of 70" or 80° 
judging by the dip and strike of the rocks lying close on both sides 
of the hill. 

" Just where the reefs are the underlying formation is so covered 
with soil that it cannot be seen. 

" Everywhere in the northern mining district the stratified rocks 
are so hardened and metamorphosed, that their geological ^;e 
cannot be ascertained. I bebeve they beloi^ to the lower palteozoic 
epoch. 

" On the notth-eaatem boundary of the chain are several kopjies, 
or small hills of igneous rocks {Hartley hills), which have burst 

•Hftrtle? HUl, Iftt., !8-31'38; long., 30'49'20; height in feet, 3,079; 
1,157 milsB bom PietemuuitibQig. 
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through the rocks containing the quartz veins, and pressed them 
aside ; hence, though by the line of old workings, the reef No, 1, 
appears to have a north and south strike, ite real course is north- 
east and south-west. Prospectors in South Africa will find it to 
their interest to explore places where the stratified rocks have been 
invaded by the igneous rocks, as precious metals are moat hkely to 
be found there. 

" I cannot tell the breadth of these veins, as they are hidden by 
refuse quartz from the old workings ; but I believe it to be consi- 
derable. They are larger and more extensive than any others I 
hare seen in Africa ; and nowhere else did I find silver-bearing 
galena disseminated through gold quartz. 

"I brought samples of quartz from these mines, and have 
assayed them ; some gave low results, some high. 

" From one piece of quartz taken from vein No, 1, the result was 
at the rate of sixty and three-quarters ounces of gold, and seven- 
teen one-hundreth (17'100) ounces of silver, to the ton ; but this 
was taken from a very choice piece. 

" Since my arrival in London, Messrs. Johnson, Matthey and Oo. 
have made six different assays of quartz, taken at various places 
from the old workings, with the following resulte : — 

Sample (a) - 0'225 ounces of gold to the ton. 
(h) - 1-450 

(c) ■ 8-125 

(d) - 3-150 

(e) ■ 8-500 
(/) - 0-975 

The samples a and b were taken from vem No. 2,cdef were from 
vein No. 1. These assays do not afford sufficient ground for esti- 
mating the value of the mine ; but they prove, beyond a doubt, 
there is rich quartz in them. 

(Signed) " C. J, NBLSOtf, 

Mineralogist, Gssayer, and practical 
miner to the S. A. G. F. E. Co." 
"We were now able to delay no longer, for orders had been sent 
that aU white men were to quit the country for a season, and 
leave the natives uninterrupted te deliberate upon the choice and 
mode of installation of their fiiture ting. Mr. Nelson prospected, 
and found abundant proof of auriferous country as we came away; 
■ and reaching the vilJ^e of Inyati, we found Jewell and Watson 
waiting for us with the other wagon. After a day or two' I rode 
with Mr. Watson as interpreter, and my head man, Inyassa, to 
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Inthlathlwigela,* to make 1117 report to the renerable cliief, Um 
Nombata. 

luyassa was rigidly examined by the assembled Induaas as to 
whether I had not asked leave to go in as an elephant hunter, and 
then sought for gold ; and, also, whether I had not dug holes in 
the country without permission ; but his testimony completely 
cleared me, and old Tim Nombati himself, turning ronnd upon the 
council, exclaimed : " Why have you tormented me so long with your 
accusations ? It is not my man that has done wrong, but yours!" 
He then asked me whether I had fonnd gold, and I told Mm "Yes;" 
but showing him a specimen, I pointed out Bow small was the pro- 
portion contained in a quantity of stone, and how great would be 
the labour of extracting it. He set apart a hut for me, not far 
&om his own, and his son, TTmthlabba, and his principal attendant, 
came and assured me that, thongh I mast make a show of going 
out of the country, in obedience to orders, their hearts were too 
friendly to me to drive me further than just a little past- their 
vill^e ; in fact, they said they were my advocates in the eonncil, 
•and I ought to give them a blanket each for their good offices. I 
asked whether this would not amount to bribery and corruption ; 
but as they seemed not to understand my line of argument, I post- 
poned the discussion, and gave them the blankets. 

From Tati I sent Mr. Nelson, with one wagon and the specimens, 
to report to the Company's agent in Natal, and obtain the means 
-of continuing our work. And thence he proceeded to London, to 
confer with the directors in person ; while I returned to Lee's 
fiina, Mangwe river, to spend the summer. By the exercise of my 
pencil, I earned enough to supply the party with food for a con- 
siderable part of the next season. 

Meanwhile, the dehberations respecting the succession of 
TTmselegEai had been goii^ on. It was believed that Kuruman, 
the red heir, had been sent out of the country in hia youth, 
according to ancient custom, to prevent his forming attachments 
among the people he was to govern. Efforts had been made in 
■every direction to find him ; and, at length, he was supposed to 
have been discovered in Natal ; but when. Mr. Shepstone asked the 
individual in question, "Are you Kuruman?" he replied, "No; 
I am not ! " The Rev. W. Sykes, of Inyati, on receiving this in- 
formation, commnnicated it to the chiefs, and the old men who had 
fif&rmed that Kuruman was dead said, " Now is the time to brii^ 
forward our proof." 

•InthUthlangela. lat,, 20'19-30; long., 23-47'30 ; height, 4,421 feet. 
f 
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CHAPTER III. 
ELECTION OF THE MATABILI KING. 

A council was called ; and it was stated that while tfmaelegazi 
was pushing his conquests as far aa the Zambesi, he was informed 
of a conspiracy to dethrone him, and appoint Kurmnan, his heir 
by the royal wife, chief in bis stead. He at once returned, and by 
night invested the Kraal of Inthaba Inisdima {the hill of the 
chiefs), attacked it, and slaughtered aU the inhabitants, except Lo 
Bengula, one of his children by another wife, but created a royal 
child by adoption. One Induna had been speciaDy chained with 
this duty, and be saved the child by lifting him into the shield 
house. In the morning it was found that Kmnunan was not among 
the slain, and his father sent for him to Zwong Endaba, where he 
was staying with his regiment ; he came attended by his servant, 
G-walema, and the King ordered a Basuto, named Gwabaiiyo, to 
take him out and IdU him. " Not to stab him with a gpear, nor 
bruise biin with a kerrie, nor to strangle him with a reim, but to 
take his head between the hands, and kill him by twisting his 
neck ; " so that the body of a royal child might not be disfigured. 
The two men were produced, and Gfwabaiiyo said he killed him 
according to order ; bnt Gwalema said :— " You did, indeed, kill 
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him, but not according to order; for when you failed to tiviat his 
neck, you broke your kerrie in striking him, and then took bark 
off a ti-ee, and made a rope of it, to strangle him with." Both, 
however, agreed that he was dead ; and other witnesses testified 
that, as boya, they had been put through the ceremonies of mourn- 
ing for the death of their young companion. Lo Bengula then 
said : " If yon are satisfied my brother is dead, I can no longer 
redst your entreaties. The chieftainship is mine by descent, as 
well as by your choice, and you must do as you desire with me." 



On the 25th of Jan., 1870, Mr. Lee received a message reqnir- 
ing his presence at Inthlathlangela, and I should have been glad to 
accompany him, had it been thought prudent to do so. On, 
Wednesday, 26th, he returned ; and next morning informed me 
that the destiny of Matibililand had been satisfactorily settled : 
Lo Bengula having been proclaimed king, and successor to his 
father, Umsalegazi. 
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On Monday, the 24th, the warriors (to the nnmber of 0,000 or 
10,000) assembled, wearing towering head-dresses of the black 
body-plnmce of the ostrich (so arranged as not to hide the issigook, 
or head ring, which is the mark of a tried soldier), and lai^ capra 
of the BBine, giving to their shoulders a great apparent increase of 
breadth, but dwarfing their lower hmbs. They bore bandeaux of 
otter skin upon their foreheads ; tails of. white cattle upon their 
arms and legs, and strips of black and white catskin for their kUts; 
being armed irith their short stabbing assegais, and covered by 
their large war-shields of ox hide, black, white, red or speckled, 
with all those colours according to their regiments. They were 
marshalled in the circular space, probably 800 yards in diameter, 
surrounded by the town of Inthlathlangela. The warriors formed 
a dense circle fifteen or twenty deep ; but all the STailable force 
vas not present; for numbers had paid their homage and departed. 
The Zwong Endaba, and other disaffected persons, numbering 
perhaps 1,500, were absent. The ceremonies commenced with a 
song in praise of the king, the ftdl deep chorus swelling as grandly 
as one of our cathedral chants. This was accompanied by the 
Btriking of spear shafts upon shields, and the stamping of feet in 
nnison, like soldiers marking time. Occasionally single warriors of 
kno^ivn bravery were permitted to dash forward and to go through 
a pautomime of their own exploits, giving one stab in the air for 
every man, woman, or child they had killed ; and going through the 
whole action of a battle ; the stealthy approach ; the wild chaise ; 
the hand fo hand fight ; the retreat ; the rally ; and the final over- 
throw of the victim. A great feat is to spring fonvard off the 
ground, and, while still in the air, strike the shield successively 
with the point and butt of the spear, and with both knees and 
feet. Proud is the man who can keep this up the longest. Each 
of these aspirants sung the praises of Lo Bengula, declared bis 
readiness to die for him, defied all pretenders, especially "The 
man in the Sea " (at Natal), as well as all the writers, bringers, and 
even readers of letters concerning him. Lo Bengula, attended by 
forty majokkas, or young soldiers, crowding as a body guard round 
his horse, and followed by eight or ten mounted white men, arrived 
by the north-east river, and entered the town, the white men taking 
their stand on a little eminence outside ; the Rev. W. Sykes, Air. 
hee, and Willie Hartley standing inside, under a tree near the kotla. 
The king elect, dressed in drab or broira moleskin and cord, and 
■wearing a high crowned felt bat, with a single tdl feather of the 
kapi crane, and a gaudy handkerchief tied round his head, rode 



Digitized by Google 




Google 



, Google 



COEOSATION CBEEM0SIE8. 85 

'into the kotla, or court of assembly, and tbere performed his first 
act of soTereignity, by snperintending the slaughter of cattle - 
brought as ofFeringa to him. Each tribe contributed a small trooj^ 
-and from each lot six, ten, or a dozen were selected. The hla/jk 
-were killed first; then the black and white speckled; and, lastly, the 
coloured ones. The first were offered to the manes of his father ; 
the second to the Molimo, or Great Spirit ; and the rest for other 
purposes. The King made a short speech as he pointed out each 
Tictim ; and then the saciificer, holding his assegai jnst as one 
■would hold a pin, placed ite point low down behind the shoulder 
blade, where it does not spoil the skin for a shield, and assuring; 
liimself by a gentle titillating motion that it was rightly directed 

Of course, the slaughter of so many oxen, in so confined a space, 
■was a work of difficulty, especially when some had fallen, and the 
rest maddened by the sight, and smell of blood, made frantic 
efibrts to escape, but there waa no confiiaion. The place where the 
king had dismounted was kept clear by a circle of Majokkas, bound 
in honour to die upon the spot rather than let him be incommoded ; 
others formed rings around each lot of cattle, and when two heaps 
had fellen, and there was no room for more in the kotla, the rest 
■were killed outeide, as the king snccessively devoted them. In the 
evening the carcasses were skinned and cut up, and next day 
the king distributed the meat to his uewly-acquired subjects. 

The king sent me a message of remembrance. He confirmed to 
Mr. Lee the rights granted him by tTmselegasi, and at another 
Tisit he told Mr. Lee he was satisfied with all that I had done, 
and added, " Mr. Baines can have the northern gold fields." 

In April, 1870, JeweU, Watson, and I, accompanied by Mr. Lee, 
went in and encamped near the kill's new town of Gibbe Klaik,* 
where we found Lo Bengula in his wagon, dressing to visit as. 
Other wagons stood near laden with presents that had been made 
to his father, Umseligasi. Beads, guns, pistols, Colt's and other 
revolvers, corroded into masses of mst, and every conceivable 
article of use or luxury that a traveller could offer to a barbarian 
monarch, among which I will only mention a splendidly mounted 
Scottish garter dirk, and a pair of mf^ificent ram's horn mulls, 
mounted in massive sUver. A couple of earthen cauldrons were 
simmering on the fire, and a stalwart warrior approaching these, 
. took off the Hds, drove a sharp stick into a filthy looking mass, and 
finding it sufficiently cooked, harpooned and hauled out the contents, 
; long., 23-5200 ; height in feel, about 
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mid heaped them on two great wooden dishes, laying on each some- 
twigs that had been, boiled as channs against evil influence, with 
the meat. The cook now intoned the praises of the king, the hungry 
warriors joiniDginthecborus. One of these vessels shaped its course- 
towardsiiB, steered by the kneeling functionary, and he, drawing his 
knife, cut off large slices, from which we pared the filthy outflidcf 
and found the remainder excellent. 

On Saturday, April 9th, the king paid us another visit, when Mr. 
Lee repeated to him in proper form the whole history of the expe- 
dition from its conunencement. He examined my compass, and' 
asked me to make a sketch of Kapacs, the court jester. "We next 
had visits from the princesses royal, who graciously accepted. 
presents all round, nntO the king sent to call me and Mr, Lee.. 
He aaked to see my sketch of Eapaes, and, recognising it at once,, 
turned it to his admiring snbjecta, who, of course, re-echoed the^ 
praise his majesty had bestowed on it. Beer was offered to us, and 
the great dishes of meat again went their usual round, Kapaea, 
the jester, came in blowing his horn, when Lee suddenly confronted 
him with his portrait. Kowise abashed, be pointed out his hat, 
feathers, and big horn, saying, " Now, I too shall go, like other 
great men, to be seen by Kuruman and the white people ! " — an 
allusion that would probably have cost another man his life. The 
meal, at length, was finished, and the guests having sung the praises 
of the king left us alone, Mr, Lee then approached, and intimated 
to the king that I was present, on which he invited me to make- 
my request. I then said that I had entered the comitry by permis- 
sion of TJm Ncmhata ; had explored it ; according to my pro- 
mise, had reported what I found to him ; and had also sent Mr- 
Nelson to report to our governor. Now, if be were disposed 
to grant me a portion of the country on any terms, I was prepared 
to treat with him. He asked me to 8tat« my boundaries, and. 
Mr. Lee added a hint not to make them too small. I therefore 
requested him to grant me fi^m the Gwailo to the Ganyona rivers.. 
He answered, that being but newly seated in his father's throne he 
could not at once sell land, or define boundaries ; but that 
he would give me leave to go in and seek for gold anywhere- 
within those limits, with permission to dig or to introduce- 
tools or machinery for crashing rocks, and free passage for all 
wagons in the service of the Company. Mr, Lee told him that 
I should require a house to live in, and storehouses, as it would 
not bo possible for the company to carry backward and forward every 
season the heavy machinery reaiiired 7or gold quartz crushing- 
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He answered that all these things were included in his permission 
'to dig for the gold ; that it was my business to know what was 
needM, and that all details were covered by his general grant. 
Bnt he also expected I would not exceed his permiBsion, or do any- 
thing which would cause him to r^et having made such a con- 
■ cession in my favour. I requested Mr. Lee to say that whei> 
"Dm Nombata had given me permission to explore, I had pledged 
my word to comply with the tenns on which it was granted, and 
had duly returned to report to hjTii ; and now I would also give my 
word to him not to exceed his permission ; but if I required other 
privilege I wonld come and ask them, and await his answer. He 
rsaid the feelings of his heart were most friendly towards me, and 
would remain so, unless I should do anything to forfeit his friend- 
. ship. He was well disposed to grant me all the favoitr in his 
power ; but most likely other white men would come and make 
other requests. Mr. Lee explained that I had now made my re- 
quest for my company, and he was doing his duty as agent for it, 
but neither of us were seeking to prejudice any other person. 

If others came, the king would, at his own pleasure, grant or 
lefose their requests, but he {Mr. Lee) had introduced me because 
I was the first person who had come to him, duly accredited from 
-an English company, and was also the trusted bearer of a message 
-©f friendship and good will from the governor of the colony of 
.NataL 

The king's supper was now ready, his " plate " was laid on the 
T^pn chest, his knife and fork, suppHed only for himself. He in- 
Tited ns to draw out our oivn, and use them freely. A small basket of 
beer was brought and often replenished, the king requiring us to 
"drink fairly with him, forgetting that our capacity was not equal 
to that of a native. When we returned to camp we discussed the 
subject of a present, and the only thing I had was my salted riding 
horse, for which I had just given £75, and I determined to pre- 
sent this, sending at the same time for a saddle, bridle, and rjfic, 
ito make the value of the present £100. 

On Sunday, Mr. Lee told me that the rain m^ers objected to 
the flf^, which we generally shewed on holidays, over our wagons, as 
'they were likely to drive away the rain, and as no point of honour 
was involved I thought it best to humour him. Wo had a httic 
-conversation with the king, who was free from prejudice on the 
subject, bnt who very reasonably m^;ed the impropriety of offend- 
'ing his people, while he was yet not formerly settled in his 
power. Subsequently, I found that only the white bordered union 
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jock was objccMonnblc ; there was no hann in the red ensigu so loog" 
as it hung quietly, and did not flutter in the wind. White ahirta- 
and trowsers also could not bo spread out to dry, without frightening 
away the rain clouds, but darit clothing might be hung out ad lilrilum. 
We also discuEsed the supposed power of these rain-makerB, and the- 
king said be knew that neither the man nor the crocodile's scales, and 
other ingredients which he burned, conld mtdrerain ; " But," said he, 
"this ia our way of asking for it ; justasyoaaskforitwithabook." 
I imagine, however, that his majesty's views on these points are far- 
more enlightened than those of his subjects. He was very fond, 
also, of looting over my sketchea. He distinguiahed very readily, 
not only the different forma of men and animals, but slight details 
which would escape the eye of many white men. The amount of 
finish bestowed upon the oil paiutings especially attracted his notice,. 
and he would remark, " Ah, these animals seem almost alive ; " 
while I have known some of his subjects, in criticising a picture 
of myself seated on the cai-cass of a hippopotamus, and paddling 
it across a river, after referring to the more obvious details, point ti>- 
thc indications of muscular action, and say, " Look how the arm is 
working." 

We went down from the cold bleak heights, where the south-east 
fog-laden wind came keen and chilly from the Indian ocean (three 
hundred miles away), down to the valley of the Inzlngwaine river,, 
where the king was building a new village, in a milder climate. 
Here we were joined by the Eev. J. B. Thompson, the newly arrived 
missionary of the London Society, On Sunday we wore consider- 
ing the best manner of proposing some observance of the day, 
when the king himself asked " ^^Tiether we were not going to make- 
Sunday ? " My tent was cleared out, its front spread oi)eu, and several 
of the Indunas and people having collected, Mr. Thompson, aided by 
Watson as interpreter and Scripture reader, held his first service in. 
Matabililand. We remained about a week on the most friendly- 
terms ; Mrs. Thomiffion and her white cat being objects of almost 
equal admiration. The king supplied ns freely with beef. The 
i-oyal ladies called freely to om- cook for coffee with sugar in it — 
signi^ng their readiness at any time to accept gifts. At parting, 
it was ludicrous enough to see all the high-born beauty of the land 
bedecked in such garments as we had to spare ; — white jackets, vests,, 
bine striped shirts, and other habihments being distributed among 
them ; while the king, idth real kind feeling, walked a mile out 
of the village, and told ns his heart would be lonely now hia whita: 
iriends had left him. 
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"We left on the 25th April, polled up the long hill, paasing 
several reefe and quartz ore indicatious, halted for breakfast next 
morning at Gibbe Klaik, and proceeded by a more easterly road to 
Inyati, whence we again left the maio road, and tumeil east to 
£mampangcna to bay com ; Bticking fast in swamps, sinking not 
only to the axles, but to the bed planks of the wagons, making 
good sometimes fchrec-qoarters of a mile a day, and once having to 
offload the w^;on8, and lift them by the aid of screw-jacks on a 
foundation of stones and timber laid beneath them — breaking our 
gear time after time, even then, in the attempts to haul them out. 

I must pass over our journey and hunting adventures, until we 
reached our location at Hartley Hill ; where I first verified, and 
again marked, the boundaries formed by Mr. Nelson ; and then 
commenced building a house, with two rooms of Iburteen feet square 
and a six foot passt^ between them, the wall-plate being ten feet 
in height, and the roof twenty. My object being to give plenty of 
air in case any of the pMty should be attacked by fever and 
nnable to quit his bed. Watson, with a gang of Eafiis, undertook 
the task of felling mopani poles — a hard wooded banhinea, with a 
resinous gum which the whito ants will not touch — and he soon 
thinned the forest in the immediate vicinity. 

I made a trip of about five and twenty miles down the UmYuli 
river; finding several quartz reels, and returned to work at the house, 
hoping to have it ready to receive Nelson and the working party ; 
when tw:o horsemen, who proved to be Maloney and Leask, arrived. 
All our hopes of a cheerful re-union were dashed, as with a thunder- 
stroke, by the sad intelligence that of the little party of hunters 
who had come in about a month before us, no fewer than seven had 
died of fever, while aU the rest were more or less affected. Mr. George 
Wood had lost his wife, his infant, and his mother-in-law ; Mr. 
Jebe, a very intelligent German explorer, had died next, having 
first, in the dehrium of fever, destroyed his journals. Then fol- 
lowed Mr. McDonald, and Tons, a half-caste wagon driver ; and 
lastly, Willie Hartley, a fine yonng hunter, who bade fair to rival 
the lame of his well-known father. His grave was about 13 miles 
E. S. E., and the camp about nine miles 8. E., of my house. Next 
morning I set out to visit our friends, Mr. Wood kindly sending a 
horse to meet me on the way, and it was sad indeed to see so many 
men, whom I had known so recently rejoicing in their strength, 
now so eni^bled in body and in mind, that they dared hardly ride 
a mile, even in fine weather, for the benefit of their health, and 
could not remember with distinctness the details of the terrible 
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ordeal through which they had just passed. Mr. McGilhwie, with 
Jenninga'a party, died Bubaequeiitly. Many remained for a long 
time too weak for much exertion ; and even this loss, fearful as it 
seemed in our little community, was a trifle to what we afterwards 
heard had taken place in other districts. 

On the 8th of June, Jewel and I took two wagons and proceeded 
south-east, crossing the watershed 4,703 feet high, and reached the 
Tillage of Umtigesa,' a llashona chief, si tuated among granite hills, on 
the Kitoro and Sepowie rivulets, which flow eastn^ard to join the Sabia 



river. The Mashona villages are usually ircn'hcd on the most inacces- 
sible peaks and rugged hills, as a refuge ft'om the Matabih. Many 
of their huts are built on isolated boulders, that can be approached 
only by a rough pole, serving for a ladder ; the foundation beii^ 
secured by plastering a ring of stiff clay upon the bare stone, into' 
which to stick the poles which form the walla. The rocks too small 
to build huts on serve to support granaries and store-houses. The 
Mashonaa are clever blacksmiths ; but I saw no trace of gold, not 
being yet below the granite on the Sabian side ; but the name, 
Umtigesa, I beheve, means tin. We bought com, goate, and pack 
oxen here, and returned to Hartley Hill, followed for about 50 
miles by lions, which one night caught and latally injured an ox, 
but were driven off before they could take it from us. Near 
• Umtigesa, Int., 18-17-46 ; loag^ 31-46-60 ; height 4,060 feet ; distanca 
from Eartlej- Iliil, 92 milee. 
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Hartley Hill Wateon had shot a crocodile — a rather hazardooB act, 

■as the Matabili think the liver can be used for witchcraft, and aie 
-at hberty to kiU any person who may be suspected of having it in 
hia possession. I cut off the head imd preserved it, but left the 



Jewell and I made another trip down Um Tuh river about 25 
miles, finding several reefe, which had been fonnerly worked by the 
Xashonas. Mr. Hartley arrived about the 20th of August, natur- 
ally overwhelmed with grief for the loss of his favourite son, and 
I was also much disappointed at learning that Mr. Helson and the 
working party I expected had not returned with him. I bought 
horses from him, and shortly after we went out, under the guidance 
of Mr. Leask, to visit poor Wilhe's lonely grave ; but on our way 
we found elephants spoor, and Mr, Hartley, at once sacrificing hia 
own feelings, to' the general interest, gave the word to follow. The 
spoor, singularly enough, led ua within haJf-a-mile of the grave, and 
jet the father might not turn aside to visit the spot where his mnch- 
loved son was lying. Late that afternoon we came up with the 
elephants. Mr. Hartley shot two, and the other three hunters one 
«ach. And on another expedition we reached the spot without 
hindrance, left our friend in solitude for a few minutes to indulge 
in feelings too sacred to be shared by others; and afterwards I made 
a sketch, and Jewell a photograph, of the little heap of bushes 
which under a tree marked, W. J. H., 29/5/70" were all that 
marked the early grave of the gallant boy. 

Again I rode with Mr, Hartley about 21 miles N. W. by N., 
and saw several groups of very extensive abandoned gold workinp.f 
There were the ruins of a house that had been occupied by white 
men 45 or 50 years ago ; but we did not at that time find them, be- 
cause elephant's spoor again led us away, and we followed it till the 
herd escaped into the Tsetse Fly. Sweeping round to the east of 
onr station, we found an elevation admirably adapted for a sana- 
tarima, which I propose to establish when we commence working ; 
and, on our return, I mustered the wagon drivers and Kafirs, and 
commenced breaking out quartz, and searahing for gold-bearing 
specimens. I must say, however, that my unskilled attempta very 
inadequately represented the practised operations of Mr. Nelson, 
who would have found more gold in an hour than I did in a couple 



•W. J. Hartley, 29tli May, 1870. Lat.,l8-I6'*0 ; long., 30-59-10; 
from Hartley Hill, 13 mileB. 
t Abandoned workingii, lat, 13-D-O; long., SO'SS'O ; from Haitl«r Hillf 21 
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of weeks. Still, I saw quite enough to convince me that 
Mr. Nelson's report was justified by the richnesB of the leeL 
Mr. Hartley helped me now and then, and bo did Inyassa ; but the 
chief value of his services rested in the feet that they afforded 
proof that I was acting by the orders and permission of the kii^. 
On the 9th September, I tode with Mr. George Wood, who had 
come to invite me to his camp, about 60 miles N. N. W..* 
where he had bought from the Mashonas a few grains of gold in 
a quill, and now very kindly presented it to me. At night we 
halted by a large quartz hill, and next day reached his wagons in 
a country extensively quartaose, with old workings all round, and a 
renewed working in sight of the camp. We were abont six miles 
east of Maghoonda, whom I visited last year, and the enquiries I 
then made had, it appears, stimulated them to seek out their old 
workmen and renew their ancient industry. G. Wood took me 
to a place in which he had seen a heap of quarts burned, and 
another heap, piled with wood among it, ready for baming. The 
crushing stones, like a printer's slab and muller had also been 
lying in a hut near, but at the time of my visit these were removed^ 
and the calcined quartz also, but the other heap had been fiied and 
now lay mingled with the charcoal ready for crushing. The 
country around bore such evident marks of inundation by the 
summer torrents that it seemed absolutely certain that a rich 
alluvial field must exist at the first plain where the speed of the 
rivers could abate. I considered Wood's gift invaluable, not that 
it shewed memore than I knew in 1859, but as the means of proving 
the existence of a gold field, worked by the natives, to our company 
at home. We made enquiries for more, but the poor wretches 
seemed to be in as much dread as if they had committed a mortal 
crime, and dared not confess that they possessed riches of any kind 
lest the Matabih should plunder them. I trust when our works 
are in foil operation, I shall be able to employ a number of these 
people, and of course, as fer as possible, shall deem it my duty to 
protect them, and to ameliorate their condition. 

During the homeward journey Mr. Hartley shewed me several 
reefif, and one day I had the pleasure of riding close up to a herd 
of about two hundred elephants, and being in at the death of seven 
out of eight that were shot. I did not carry my gun, not having a 
licence to shoot elephants. Near the junction of the Benbisi and 

: *BeKewed votkiiiKi, lat, lT-31'30 ; loug., 30-S2-6 ; from Hartlejr Hill, SO 
nilM. 
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Sebaqne rivers, I saw several rich reefe, but I was bo successful in 
shooting, that the men were too well fed to care about going on to 
the principal reef I wanted to see. 

At Iny ati we were warmly welcomed by the Kev. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sykes, as well as by Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, The latter had akeady 
grown and reaped a fine crop of wheat ; and I found the fact of the 
King's having given me the northern gold fields so generally known 
and recognised among the Matabilj, that once when I expressed 
some anxiety to see the King, his brother, M'Poctlo, answered 
" Why need you be troubled, do we not all know the king has given 
" you the country ?" The chiefe Kokotoi and Umtigoran also, when 
conversing with Mr. Lee, had said " Yes, we are glad the king has 
given Mr. Balnea the gold fields. One thing can only be given 
to one man, but they are given, not to him person^y, but to the 
great white men who sent him." 

During their absence the king had, after as much forbearance as 
possible, met and defeated the disaffected Zwong Endabas, and had 
destroyed their town ; but he stopped the slaughter as soon as the 
battle was over, and drafted the survivors into different regiments 
that were faithful to him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson accompanied us to the king, and we 
visited on the way a spot selected on the highland range for a mis- 
sion station, to be called Hope Fonntain. Mr. Lee met ns at the 
king's, and, I am happy to say, rendered very material assistance 
in eiEplaining the principles and working of a misaionary society, 
and in obtaining the grant of land selected for a station. Watson 
also assisting in interpretiug and illustrating Mr. Thompson's aign- 
ments on the necessity and benefit of religious inatmction. Mr. 
Thompson held services on two consecutive Sundays in Dutoh and 
Kafir for the natives, and in English for the white men, all of 
whom attended gladly ; and the grand Old Hundreth Fsahn, sung 
by eighteen or twenty powerful manly voices, brought the MatibOi 
running &om all quarters to listen ; not a few of them expecting 
that after the song we should perform a war dance. 

I consulted seriously and frequently with Hartley and Lee as to 
the propriety of asking a written document or deed of gift ftom 
the king, and decided not to do so, but to trust his verbal promise. 
His word formally made known to the chieis and natives, passes 
into law, and is held sacred and irrevocable. The grants of hunting 
privil^es made by Umzelegasi are held in remembrance, and their 
words are discussed as closely as points of written law are among 
ns. And I have good reason to believe that, had I then asked for 



Digitized by Google 



44 KLECTIOS OF THE MATABIU KDJG. 

s document, he would have regarded it as an attempt to overreach 
him, and deprive Tiim of his land. 

He examined the quartz I had brought down, and readUy per- 
ceived how small the proportion of gold was to the mass of stone, 
and what labonr would be required to exti'at^ it. He eaid he waa 
perfectlj satisfied with the manner in which I had acted, and would 
not withdraw his favour until I should do somethii^ to forfeit it. 
He wished to see the picture of Willie's grave (in Uie absence of 
Mr. Hartley), and adted, " Does that belong to Oude Baas ? " 
" Yes," said I, " I have given it to him as a memento," " But," 
he added, " will that not keep hia heart very sore ? " I told him 
*' Yes ; but, nevertheless, we always prized such relics of those we 
loved and lost." He went carefully through all my sketches, and 
showed some little anxiety to know whether I had indeed left the 
liver of the crocodile untouched ; but I knew I was not in much 
danger, because he shoots crocodiles himself on the quiet, and only 
respects the superstitions of his people in public. 

On the 23rd November, 1870, the king visited me ea-ly, and in 
the presence of Mr. Lee, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Hartley, asked 
me the details of my journey, and fully confirmed all the privileges 
he had already granted me. He was particular to guard gainst 
any infringement of his territorial rights ; and I told htm that I had 
given him my promise not to exceed his permission, and this pro- 
mise I would keep. That our company would not ask me to break 
it, but even shonld they so far forget themselves, I would resign 
my appointment ratiier than do so. I asked what gift or tribute I 
should pay him, but he refused to name any stun lest it shonld 
seem like parting with his right to his country ; and I there- 
fore told him I would annually make him such a present as I 
thought he would be pleased with, adding that I felt sure the report 
of his liberal conduct would secure for him the friendship of tiie 
Colonial and British Governments. Mr. Eisch had given a dinner 
the night before, and some days after Ur. Hartley and I gave one 
in return ; the King and his sister were present at the first, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson at the second. Mr. Garter fiu-niahed wine 
enough to serve for loyal and general toasts ; and songs and recita- 
tions enlivened the rest of the evening. The remembrance that a 
missionary and his lady had graced onr table, exercisii^ a mailed 
and beneficial infiuence over the remainder of our feetivitiea. 
We had an excellent opportunity of seeing the discipline and 
war dances, or rather parades, of the Matabili ; two divisions of 
the army having just returned from a raid on the Masfaonaa, in 
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which they had tilled more than two hundred men, women, and 
children, and taken eight thousuid head of cattle. 

The limits of this little work forbid my giving any lengthened 
details of the rather imposing military displays, or the animated 
scenes during the distribntion of the cattle which followed ; but I 
may mention, that on the fifth or sixth day, the ceremonies were 
concluded by the presentation of a stout and fierce yoong bull from 
the king to his warriors, that they might show their own 
ferocity by eating it alive npon the spot. They had thrown 
their victim on the ground, and were making their first in- 
cision, when, maddened by the pain, he made one tremendous 
efibrt, shook off the sav^es that clustered round him, and 
broke away. I was not present at the moment, nor aware of 
what was going on, tUl I heard that the infuriated animal had 
Mally gored one of my horses, a " salted " or acclimatised 
animal, which had cost me £45, imd which it was ahnost impos- 
sible to replace. The division of the spoil* seemed to be arrai^ed 
on well understood and tolerably equitable principles. A number of 
cattle were distributed as prizes to the captors, and a hundred and 
fifty were given t« the "doctor," for having charmed the shield and 
persons of the warriors i^;ainst hostile weapons. The greater 
number were reserved and given to the King as national property, 
to be herded by such regiments as he might trust, and to be used 
by him for public purposes. A smaller herd was apportioned to 
him for the support of his household and retainers, and for afiording 
hospitahty to guests ; and I believe he was allowed several cattle 
as private and strictly personal property. The hardship to the 
poor Mashonas, of course, was never taken into consideration ; but 
I hope, when our workings are established, and centres of industry 
are formed on various quartz ree&, we may be able to convince the 
King that it is more politic, as well as more humane, to protect 
these harassed tribes, and let their labours minister to the general 
good of the nation, rather than plunder and destroy them. 

During my stay here I received a letter from His Excellency 
Senhor Carlos Pedro Barrahona E. Costa, governor of Qnillimane, 
informing me that the land north of the Limpopo was a part of 
the district of Sofola, in the province of Mozambique, and that I 
could not be allowed to explore for gold, or to make treaties with the 
natives, except by permission, to be first obtained from his moat faith 
fill majesty the King of Portugal To this I answered that, " while 
I honoured the memories of the early Portuguese voyagers for their 
achievements, I was not aware that they ever held territorial right 
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in Matabili Land ; and that if they had, the conntry vas long ^;o 
abandoned, and had been conqnered bj Umzelegasi, whose son, 
Lo Bengulo, bad conferred on me the right of worting in it." 

On reaching Potchei^troom I had tbe honour of meetrng Hia 
Excellency, who sbowed me a map, on whieb tbe different districts 
were defined, and I pointed ont the p(»ition of Lo Bengiila's grant 
to me, as being ao far west and south-west of the boundaries of 
8o&la and Tette, that it not only did not approach the Portuguese 
territory, but was so &r distant from it that a broad belt of indepen- 
dent native population actaaUy existed between us. Hia Excellency, 
however, made a general claim to all Sonth Airica, from the Indian 
ocean to the Atlantic, in virtue of a cession made by tbe conquered 
Emperor of Monomotapa three hundred years ago, and I answered, 
that if conquests were a valid right, Umzelegasi bad conquered, 
forty years ago, the country now called the northern gold fields, and 
bis son, Lo Ecngula, bad given it to me. Hia Excellency said he 
had done bis duty by protesting, and sbonld not tote any active 
measures to binder me. Mr. Forsaman, the Portuguese Consul, advo- 
cated Uberal measures, and proposed that Portugal should rather 
encourage us in developing the gold fields, by opening ite porta to 
UB — pointing out the fact that Captain Elton bad already explored 
a road down the Limpopo from Tati to Inbambane, and tbat I 
should probably do the same from Hartley Hill to Sofala. 

I find an old friend of mine, Mr. Richardson, is minister of the 
Ghurcb of England bere. He is desirous that a bishop should be 
appointed for the Transvaal. I asked him to have tbe gold fields 
included in bis diocese, and we will give bim all tbe help that in- 
fluence, interpretation, or hospitality can afford. I cannot stay 
to dwell on, as I could wish, tbe kindness we received from Mr. and 
Mrs. Hartley e^ their farmhouse at Tbomdale ; from Mr. Reid and 
Mr. Forssman, and many other friends at Potcbcfetroom ; or tell how 
we took to pieces our w^^ons, and made rafts of tbe bed planks, 
to carry tbe cargoes over rivers too deep to ford j but must leave 
all the details of a journey during the wet and flooded season to 
tbe imagination of the reader, and state briefly that I reached 
Pietermaritzbui^ on the 30th of January, 1871. Here I found 
that our "exploration" company had not yet 
the negociations with tbe "working" company that ' 
succeed it ; and tbat, however valid tbe privileges grwited me ver- 
bally by tbe king might be in MatabOiland, tbe company wanted 
a document, duly signed and sealed, in testimony of the reality. I 
pointed ont the risk of offending tbe King and exciting his suspi- 
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ciom, by appearing to doubt the validity of the verbal promise j 
bat as the company pressed this point, I apphed to some of my 
colonial Mends, and by their kind assistance I was able to refit the 
expedition so as to leave Pietermaritzburg again for the North 
on the 16th May, 1871. 

I found that the person in Natal supposed to be heir to the 
MatabiU kingdom, had retracted his former denial, and now 
asserted that he was really Euroman, and intended to go up and 
daim his right. 

The Hon. T. Shepsfcone, Secretary for Native Affairs, by desire 
of his Excellency the Governor, entmsted me with a letter to Lo 
Bengula, informing him that this person claiming to be Kuruman, 
and whose identity had been attested by several refugees from 
Matabili land, had decided to go up and claim bis inheritance ; 
that the Colonial Govermnent did not send him, but had no right 
to prevent his doii^ so on his own responsibility. That it abstained 
from any participation in a matter which could only be properly 
discussed in a fall council of the chiefe and people of Matabili 
Land, and that it warned all British subjects not to commit any 
breach of neutrality, or to interfere in a matter which concerned 
the Matabili nation only. The letter concluded with an expres- 
sion of his Excellency's gratification at the ftieudahip Lo Beugala 
had shown to me and other travellers, and a hope that the Matabili 
would calmly consider and peacefiilly determine a matter of so much 
importance to themselves. 

As far as Vaal Eivcr I had the pleasure of travellii^ in com- 
pany with his Excellency P. Van Leller, the plenipotentiary of the 
Crown of Portugal, who was on his way to Plerona to ratify the 
treaty of 1869, respecting the boundaries between the Portu- 
guese possessions on the east coast, and those of the Trans Vaal 
Eepublic. I overtook our friend Hartley beyond Kustenborg, and 
was again indebted to hun for many acts of kmdness which were 
of the greatest possible service to me. 

At the Limpopo river we came up with the wagons which were 
conveying a steam engine and quartz-crushing battery for Mr. Hart 
to Tati, where we found Mr. Nelson actively engaged in prepara- 
tions for gold mining m the interests of Sir John Swinburne, who 
had purchased the right to the " blue jacket " and other mines 
from the earlier diggers, this right being confirmed in 1872 by 
special deed of grant from the King. At Tati I took leave of 
Mr, Hartley and my other friends. On Friday, August 11th, we 
reached Gibbeklaiko, and found that the King had gone down the 
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Tallej, somewhat beyond the kra&I he had built last year. On the- 
Umzingwaiiie river. 

"We TBached the Waal neit day, and after a preliminary visit I 
was invited to an audience, at which the Tfing received me with 
his nsnal friendship, and listened with marked attention whUe I 
read the Governor's letter and Mr. Lee translated it. He remarked 
that it was serions news and conld not be answered hastily, bnt h& 
thanked the Governor for writing and me for bringing it, and 
before I left he would ask me to take down his answer in writing. 
The Kii^ removed to his valley residence of last year and we- 
stayed several days with him, Mr. Lee cautiously feeling his way 
towards asking for the written confirmation of the grant — a task 
of considerable delicacy, which I leave entirely to his tact and 
knowledge of Matabili etiquette. The tributory chief, Matcben of 
Ba-Uangwato, who had assumed considerable independence since 
the death of Umselegasi, had recently sent a defiant letter to Lo 
Bengnla, who, on that acconnt, preferred not to risk the hves of 
the messengers he wished to send to Natal, by bidding them go 
down the nsual road. I offered to take them nith me and to 
guarantee their hves with my own, telling him that wherever the 
fl^ of onr great Qneen flew none dare molest those wh» were pro- 
tected by it, and that if Matchen was ever to murder mo or the 
ambassadors who were covered by onr flag, our Government would 
cwtainly call him to account for it. Bengula admitted this, but 
said that he feared treachery rather than open violence, and it was 
impossible for me to guarantee the lives of his messengers against 
secret murder. He told me that a more direct road existed to the 
southward, through the Tsetse Fly, but that some of his father's 
people knew of passages by which the danger might be avoided, 
and to his great gratification I consented to open the road by going 
that way. 

At length Mr. Lee had informed me that the Ving had intimated 
his willingness to let me have a written ratification of his grant, 
bnt that it would be advisable for me to ask it personally ; and a 
few days afterwards, when we had been talking about medicine for 
a boy of the royal household, and the conversation began to fii^, 
Lee told me that he thought it would be a good time to introduce 
the business, and I commenced by telling the king that I was quite 
satisfied with his word and had perfect confidence in it, and that 
my friends who knew me had also perfect confidence in mine ; but 
that in carrying on the work I should have transactions with per- 
haps many hundred persons, whom I should never see and who 
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■would not even know me, and, therefore, could not hear from my 
lipa the word the king had given me, and it was also possible that 
I might die, aud then doubts might arise as to the esact words he 
had used. And, therefore, for the satisfaction of those to whom I 
-could not personally speak, and ibr the avoidance of any poasible 
uncertainty I beg$;ed that he would be good enough to let me have 
in writing the word he had already given me with his own lips. 
To this he replied : " Yes ; I know it is the custom of white men 
-and yon shall have a writing." I thanked him, and from that 
moment rested in perfect security and mentioned it no more ; but , 
I consulted Mr. Lee, and we agreed that in drawing up the docu- 
ment I should avoid any attempt at legal phraseolc^, and write it 
aa nearly as possible in the words the king had used. I must also 
-do Mr. Lee the jnstice to say that he was anxious I should write it 
in a fair and equitable manner, and not introduce, for the sake of 
^vaut^;e on my side, any expressions that could afterwards be 
interpreted to mean more than the king might understand at the 
time of signing the document. 

For some weeks I was occupied at intervals in writing for the 
Vii)g letters to the Governor of Natal, the President of the Trans 
Taal Sepnblic, and various native chiefs, and when all these were 
finished a day was appointed on which they were carefhlly read 
over and interpreted to him, after which he signed them with his 
— S — mark, and signed them with a signet of hox wood, on which 
at his own request, I had engraved his name, "Lo Bengula." 
Finally, his own correspondence having been duly signed, enclosed, 
directed, and handed to me for delivery, he asked me, " Have yon 
the writing ready that yon wished me to sign for you ? " I brought 
it forward and read it by short sentences, Mr. Lee interpreting, 
and the King giving signs of assent or recognition occasionally. 
TVhen the rivers constituting the boundaries of the grant were 
named he asked me to repeat them, and making another sign of 
assent he heard the document to ite end. He then affixed his sign 
manna! in the proper place ; Mr. Jewell spread the wax, and he 
impressed on it the royal signet. Some of our friends who were 
present then signed as witnesses, and the busmesa of the day was 
considered as having been satisfactorily concluded. The king 
desiring Mr. Lee to tell me that " I had a very good memory " for 
" those were the exact words he said." 

I append here a copy of the document : — 
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£i/f'fimttvmof Qranl, madt verbaZi/ by Jja Btnffula, Supreme Chief of thu 
MatahiU«aHim,tolir. 7%onaa Bainei onlehalf of the S<mth African OuU 
Fields Hxj^taration Company (Limited), on tin Ninth Bay of April, 1870. 

I, Lo Bengnla, King of the Matabili nation, do hereby certl^ that on the 
9th day of April, 1S70, in the prwenoe of Mr. John Lee, noting as agent 
between mytelf and Mi. Thomas Bainee, then and now commanding the 
expedition of the South African Qold Fields Exploration Company (Limited)- 
I do freely grant Mi. Thomas Baines, on behalf of the abeve-named Com- 
pany, full peimiasion to explore, prospect, and dig, or mine for aoLD in all 
that country lying between the Gwailo river on the sonth-west, and the 
Osnyana on the north-east, and that this, my peimission, includes liberty to 
build dwellii^ or stoiehouaes, to eiect machinery for crushing rooks ot 
other purposes, to use the roads through my country fre^ for the purpose 
of introdnciug and conTeyii^ to the mines, suoh machineiy, tools, provisions 
materials, and other necessaries, and for the removal of gold so obtained ; 
and it also includes all lesser details connected with Gold Hioing. 

In making this grant I do not alienate from my Kingdom this or any 
Other portion of it; but reserve intact the sovereignty of my Dominion, 
and Mr. Bainee engaged on behalf of sold Company not to make any claim 
oontiaiy or injurious to my right as sovereign of the country, but to re- 
cognise my authority as King and to apply to me for such protection as he 
might lequire, and I engaged to grant suoh prot«otiou to Hr. Bainee as 
should enable bim to enjoy all lawful and proper nse of the privileges 
granted him by me ; and I also certify that when in November of the samo 
year, 1S70, Hr. Baines ashed me what tiibute or payment he should make 
me in return for said piivil^es, I dedUned to name any sum, but left it to 
the judgment ot Ui. Bainea to make me anuoally, on behalf of the said 
Company, suoh present as might seem piopei to him and acoeptable to me. 

Among the Matabili the verbal promise of the King has always been re- 
garded Ds a sufBoient guarantee, and many white men now enjoy privil^rea 
in virtue of grants made by my father, Umielegazi, whioh I regard as bind- 

1 also i^ard my verbal permisBion given to Hr. B&iiies as valid and bind- 
ing on me and my suooessois; but finding that the customs of white men 
reqaire that such grants or promises should be made in writing, I now 
hereby solemnly and fully conerm the grant verbally made to Mr. Bainea 
on behalf of his Company. In witness of whioh I hereto append my sign 

Lo Beboula. X Eis matk 

(Here his seal was affixed.) 
Signed the Z9th day of August, ISTl . 

Signed the same in witness hereof. 
L G. A. Phillips. 

F. Bbtts. 

BOSEEI J. JSWELL. 
JoHK LKK. 

"We now commenced preparations for our homeward journey. I 
selected a present for the King, with which he was well pleased, 
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and all onr friends came to bid na good-bye and receive a parting 
present. Next day the Idng was absent and the people as usual 
somewhat unruly and troublesome and looking out sharply for a 
last chance of getting Bomething. One man opened the tool 
chest and ran off with the jack plane, but was pursued and made 
to drop it. And I appealed to Umthlabba and Umtigoan to 
preserve order among the people, and the manner in which they 
assisted me will serve to show how well defined is the power of 
each Induna in his own jurisdiction, under the general authority 
of the King. They did not attempt to coerce those who belonged 
to other regiments or kraals, but each ordered his own retainers to 
stand back to a distance from the wagons, and that left us 
only a minority of others whom we could ourselveB more easUy 
deal with. 

On the Slst the King visited me, and told me to send up to his 
place for meat. , I sent the wagons away, and went to his hut to 
say &rewell. He sent some men with a good supply of beef after 
the wagons, bought Mr, Jewell's gun, and Mr. Lee's hotse for 
ivory ; and desired Mr. Phillips to accompiaiy us to Gibbeklaiko 
and make the payment there, and bade me " Go pleasantly and 
come back quickly," we shook hands, bade him " Best pleasantly," 
and followed the wagons, and after a hard pnll up the long hill 
reached Gibbeklaiko (or Bulo-waigo as itisalso named), on Friday, 
September 1st, where we had the honour of an interview with the 
Koyal widow of TJmzehgaai the reputed, bat not the actual, mother 
of Lo Bengola.* A fine w^on stood covered with a thatched roof to 
be preserved unused as long as it would hold together because 
Umseligt^ himself had ridden in it, another ia going to pieces in 
another part of the Eoyal precincts, one or two were destroyed at 
the burial of Umzeligasi, and the people felt sure t})^ late 
Sovereign wonld rest in peace because at that time ",4& ogMning 
flashed, out of a clear sky," and twelve people fell dead. Of course 
we understand perfectly that the blades of the assegais are meant 
by " the flashing hghtning," just as they epe^' bf " thunder with- 
out clouds," when the hon roars. In the King's wagon-hodse was 
a quantity of ivory which he bad sent down: as a present to 
Mr. Shepstoue, but Matchen having turned bacl£ the wagon, it had 
never reached its destination. 

• Bengnla'B mother waa not the Eoyal wife, but when ahe presented the 
infanl^ Unueligaoi sajd t« hei slthough 7011 have borne this child it is not 
yonrs. Itake It and give it to tha_.Qiieen,ai ft Biiyal oliild,,butyoumBy - 
nviee and leai it tor ne. 
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I gare the Queen mother a bine blanket, and went to pay my 
lespecta to Um Nombati who Beemed very weak, but with his 
intellect as clear as ever. He 'told Gee, my wagon driver, who 
speaks Zulu very well, tbat I ^fip the first man who had come to 
him duly accredited by a letter &om the Governor to ask leave 
to explore for gold, and after recounting various incidents of 
the expedition, he desired Gee to say to me, "The country 
is yours." 

In the afl;emooii we rode to Kope fountain, three miles distant, 
where Mr. and Hrs. Thompson, living in a comfortable, though 
temportoy, house of wattle and daub, built upon the spot selected 
last year, very gladly welcomed us ; their little patch of green com 
in the valley looked quite refreshing. On the 2nd September I 
delivered the grave stone, intended to be placed over the poor 
fellows of McNiel's party, who died at the Inyati Mission 
Station, and Mr. Thompson promised to see it taken there and 
placed in its intended position. 

Hope Fountain is a real "Highland" home, the top of the 
ridges, which forms the continuation of the Drakensbe^ being only 
200 fbet higher, and it affords a splendid view over the low country 
to the south-east in which direction the trade wind comes up cold, 
catting, and laden with the salt sea mists from the Indian ocean 
SOO miles away. My observations for height were : — 

Sept. 2.— Eoihng point 203-9 ; height 4274 feet 

Sept. 3.— „ 203-9 ; „ 4274 „ 

And for latitude 

Sept. 2.— Alpha Lyra, obs. alt. 62-13-60 ; lat. 20-15-30 

Sept. 8.— „ „ 62-1400 ; lat. 2015-25 



2] 40-30-55 



Mean latitude south 20-15-27 



I piDceeded with the wagons to Mr, Lee's form at Mangwe, we rode 
over to Tati with Jewell to post our letters, and found Mr. Hart 
bn^ in putting np his machinery, and Mr. Kelson and Arkle 
putting ^oes, or blocks of iron, on the worn ont stampers of the 
London and Limpopo Company's qnartz crusher. We returned to 
Lee's to make preparation for our journey through the Ply Country. 



^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE NOETHEEN GOLD FIELDS, MATABILILAND. 

My journey through the Fly Country. — Opening ike New Road. 

As an indispensable preliminary I made observations at Mr. Lee's 
house, which fixed our starting point at lat., 20"44'20 ; long, 
2814-20 B. ; boiling point, 205-3; height in feet, 8,52C, being about 
half-a-mile north-east from the saw-pit, which is in lat. 20''44'40, 
and long. 28'13-48 E. — the boihng point being 205"2, and height 
3,580 feet. I eng^ed Oari Lee to drive Jewell's wagon, and on 
Sept. 26th Mr. Lee gave us an early breakfast, and we exchanged 
ferewells and turned our faces to the south (a trifle easterly) follow- 
ing the course of the Mangwe river between granite hills of pictur- 
esqne and fantastic form, sometimes they were bare hemispherical 
mounds of immense size, at othera great piles of irregular blocks 
with which grass, trees, and bush were mingled, and not nnfre- 
qnently they seemed lite pyramidal bases for loggans or rocking 
stones ; immense pillars, obehsk or castellated piles looking in the 
dim morning or evening light like feudal strongholds, such as 
Ehrenbreitstein or others that overhang the Rhine. Some of 
Mr. Lee's relatives and onr friend Mr. H. Biles had preceded us, 
and when we overtook them the next evening we found they had 
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killed two giraffes, but the second not proTiiig fet they had returned' 
to the first when Christian Herbst noticed that the shot in the 
shoulder was rather too high up to be effective, and said we had 
better kill it or it will mn away ; they off-saddled, and then Her- 
bert took hold of the homs, and next moment was raised several 
feet into the air, and thrown with violence to a distance. As soon 
as he recovered he caught up his gun, but only inflicted- a flank 
wound, and they had to catch their horses and give chase a^n 
before they killed the animal, I have heard of elephants supposed 
to be killed rising suddenly, and shaking off a whole party in the 
same way. Lions were occasionally seen, and we caught a little 
Lemnr, called by the Dutch, Batapie, or Uil Apie (Bat or Owl 
Monkey) ou account of its large ears. I put it into a side b^ in 
the wagon, feeding it with giun, and at night led it out with a long 
tether, and gave it flies, locuste, moths, or any insects I could 
catch, or which were unwary enough to trust themselves within 
reach of its cord. It would come to me and lap drops of water 
off my finger, giving me a tolerably sharp nip as a bint to wet it 
again if it got too dry. 

On Saturday, 30th, we reached the junction of Mangwe with 
Semokhie river, and in the afternoon mefrMr, Jennings aud other 
hunters at. New- Year's Tree— lat., 21'ir24; long., 28-25'10; 
boUing_pjiijit,:,207; height 2,623 feet. Here the huntere in- 
formed meofva tree they called the South African mahogany, and 
promip^d to-g^t me its leaves and apieceof wood. It is red, with 
a shf)r^ griui!,'and I think I must have seen it on the Zambesi. 
We travellei^on, going in front with axes to cut a path when the 
bush was tJiMk, and on the 7th October crossed the Shasha river, 
below.- ,H» , -junction of the Semokhie — lat., 21'83'20! long., 
23-3.9*40 B; ; height, 2,359 feet ; 85 miiea, 4 furlongs 174 yards 
, from Lee'.p house at Mangwe, and 54 miles, by hunters estimation, 
east-south-east of the Tati settlement. 

. I must not omit to acknowledge tm act of kindness on the part 
of our friend Biles, who, seeing me trying to buy oxen from 
\ Mr. Jennings, and not quite able to make a settlement for them, 
came forward at once and said, " I will buy the oxen myself and 
lend them to you." 

, ' Here Herbst, Schmidt, and onr Dutch friends left us, but Mr. 
Biles declared his intention to go through. At 5.30 a.u. on the 
t)tb Gee and I, with fonr kafirs, started on foot to find a safe road 
before bringing the wi^ns on. We break&sted under a leafleea 
baobab, about 40 feet in circumference, and poesed others begm- 
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ing to show young foli^e, some of them 50 feet in girth ; we saw 
■a rhinoceros, two giraffes, and several antelopes, but men making 
a march and carrying blankets and provisions cannot turn aside 
and lose time in following game to any distance. 

In the afternoon we fell in with some guinea fowl, and were 
trying to pick off one with a rifle bullet for dinner when we heard 
a low growling in the bush, and just in front of me half-a-dozen 
or more young lion cubs — of two sizes as if they belonged to two 
litters — came tumbling out into the open space, just beyond them 
a lioness uttering threatening growls against the invaders of her 
sohtude, and a lion and lioness were disappearing behind a bush to 
our right. I raised my rifle and let mamma have the bullet which 
sent her off followed by her family in such haste that as we ran 



after them her footsteps strewed fr^ments of earth, thrown back 
as if from the hoofe of a galloping horse. 

By this time we were thirsty, and as the Kafirs expressed it, the 
water did not stop at this season in the rivers but it went and 
stayed by itself on the top of the great stones, we searched among 
the granite hills, and on the very summit of a great bare mound 
we found a hole four feet long, 3 wide, and about S deep, in the 
bottom of which there were 6 or 8 inches of water, shewing that 
jain must have fallen recently ; at night we crossed the broad 
sandy bed of the Macloutsie river but could find no water and 
. made coffee of the little we had brought in our tin buckets. 

Tuesday 10th passing seyeral clumps of wild date and &n palms 
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from 8 to about 25 feet high. We searched the river for water but- 
could find none, tiD, probing the sand of a small tributary, our 
ramrodfl came up wet, we dug down with our hands and then left 
our little well to fill and clear iteelf ; and while coffee was being- 
made I cut down dwarf palms and scooped out the " cabbie " at 
the root of the young leaves. 

We foUowed the river to the Eastward of South, narrowly 
watchingeveryinsect lest it should prove a Tsetse, when we saw 
two Buffaloes at a distance, we followed them until they dipped 
into a little gully, but when we reached the bank and looked 
down they were so close under us that we dared not move 
for fear of disturbing them, and so hidden by the fohage that 
we had to fire almost at random into the little patch of dark 
stem that waa visible, they turned at once towards us and rushed 
past so close, that though the leading bull glared viciously from 
under his massive horns, his impetus carried him away before he 
could turn upon us, we reloaded and followed but could not get 
another shot. Somewhat farther South as we were searching a 
small patch of rock that contained a few pools of water, in the 
sand of the river, the boys started back with an expression of 
alarm, and looking in the direction they indicated I saw two noble 
yellow-maned lions within 15 yards. I caught my rifle from the 
bearer but the lions were already retreating, and I had to run 
round the clump of mimosas to get a shot at them as they bounded 
away through the long grass — ^it appears they were lying on the 
sand when first seen, and had the boys quietly given us our guns- 
we might probably have killed one. 

We wounded several pallahs at long ranges but were not able 
to run them down, and should have slept supperless had not I diot 
a monkey off the topmost branches of a tree, probably 100 feet 
high. 

October 11th we returned by a pass through the hill about a mile 
west of our yesterday's track, and found no fly nor obstacle to a 
wagon. Gee noticed a dragon fly hoveringj over a rock and 
springing up, found a cleft with water enough to serve us for 
break&st ; at night we slept on the Shasha river and reached the- 
wagons in the morning. 

Friday 13th we brought on the wagons, keeping, by Mr, Biles'a. 
advice, still further to the west, so as to keep clear of the hills aa 
some of them were known to be infested by fly, and nest day we 
drew up the wagons in a fine grove of Kameel dooms and palmB 
upon the Maclonbsie river, very picturesque but so suggestive of 
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Ewamp and fever that had we arrired in the wet season instead of 
the diy, I would not have stayed a night in it.* 

The next three days were devoted to endeavour to trace the 
spoor of a wagon which had apparently gone in on a hunting trip 
and had again passed out to the southward. Mr. Biles shot a 
pallah and the sight of the vultnres hovering over our camp 
brought a few maaaras, or poor natives, who in this district 
represent the bnahmen of the deserts to the west. By cautious 
questioning we learned from them that the spoor was that of a 
Trans-Vaal hunter, named DuVen^e (commonly caUed Devenaar) 
who was reported to know a safe track between the various patches 
of fly that overspread the country. We tried to hire some of them 
as guides, bnt they aated a musket each which we were not able to 
give even had we chosen to risk breaking the law of the Republic 
we were on our way to. We tried to tempt them with other articles, 
but they said Machin's people were hunting to the south and 
would kill them if they shewed ns the road. On Tuesday we brought 
the w^ns across the river and rode out to lind the tracks of 
Du Venage's wagons, keeping a sharp look out upon our own and 
each others horses to see that no " fly " settled on them. The 
Tsetse is easily known by the manner in which he folds his wings 
one over the other like a pair of scissors, as we have before 
observed, giving him an appearance of narrowness and length, 
differing from other flies which settle with wings half expanded, 
there are some which close theirwii^ at an angle of forty-five like 
the roof of a house, but none of these are the Tsetso. On 
Wednesday 18th, we moved to a little knoD overlooking the river, 
apparently safe fl-om fly, and likely to be healthy even in the wet 
season, being thinly clad with bush, sufficiently elevated, and of 
gravelly soil, with pebbles or quartz ^ate of great beauty and 
coarse Malachite. In the afternoon Lee and I had a loi^ walk in 
search of game and finally discovered a herd of buffaloes, chased 
them about three miles, firing whenever we could get within range, 
and wounding some, at length they turned to the river and crossed 
it in a cloud of dust. Lee threw himself down and thrust his arms 
in the sand up to the shoulder, but could feel no moisture, and we 
continued the practice till a wounded beast separated from the 
herd and charged viciously as we approached, but as he menaced 
one of us, he afforded a &ir mark to the other, and two or three 

• FiiBt ontHpan on Macloatsie river, acacia palm grove, lat., 21'67-lS; 
loiig,,28'3E£. ; B.P.208; belg-lit, 2091 feet; dietonoe from Shasha, 28 milea, 
2 tnilongs, log yards; dintance from Lee's 116 milee, 3 fuTlonga, 64 jarda. 
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Ehots terminated the contest as the mn snnk below the horizon. 
Taking the head and as much meat as we could carry, we turned 
homeward, bo spent with fatigue and thirst that the water flowed 
over our parched tongnea without relreshing them, and it was only 
by continued washing, rather than by drinking, that we could re- 
store a grateful sense of moisture to them. I observed two stars 
at night : — 

A Andromedae obs. alt 70-23'50 ; lat, 21-58-11 
. A Eridani „ I08-11-50 ; „ 21-57'55 



2] 116-6 



Mean latitude south 21'58*3 



Thnrsday, Oct. 19th, we moved the w^^ons nearly six miles 
east by south along the courae of the Maclouteie, when the spoor 
suddenly turned and donbled back upon itself. This rendered us 
suBpicious, and halting at once we sent the drivers with the cattle 
to the most open place in view, and instituting a aearch we found 
Tsetse in a little granite kopjie, thickly clad with busb abont a 
mile from us. We also found castor-oil plants in the river bed, a 
sure sign that we were coming to as low a level as we dare risk j 
we were in hopes of finding the " commando path " of the 
Emigrant Boera, where in old times they cleared away the bush, 
100 yards on each side of the road, but we found reason to believe 
that this was still east of us, and we knew no safe way of reaching 
it. I saw a suspicious looking insect on Jewell's white horse, I 
washed the place with ammonia,' but as the horse did not flinch, I 
hoped that even if the insect had been a Tsetse it had made no 
puncture. 

Mr. BUes and I agreed to go ahead on fixit to-morrow and ex- 
plore the path, and Gee and Carl Lee were ordered to take dl the 
oxen imd horees, with four kafirs, and make a kraal a few miles 
back upon the road, near any water at which the osen conld drink 
clear of fly, in case they could find no pool we told him to bring 
the cattle to the water near the wagons after sunset, and get them 
away before daylight, but on no account to let them remain till 
after sunrise. Jewell remained with one boy. in charge of the 
wagons. 

Tuesday, Oct. 20th, Mr. Biles and I, with four kafirs, went back 
and found spoor turning out to the west, and then trending sonth- 
erly. In an hour and a half we reached a place where wagons had 
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stood two days and where the hunters had shot buffaloes and had 
peg^;ed the skins out to dry. This led us to hope that we might 
safely bring ours there, but we eanght a tsetse and saw two ot three 
more, and we snbseqnently learned that Du Venage having, during 
his last journey, gone too near the fly and got his oxen " stuck," 
had afterwards wandered wherever game led him, knowing that 
their death was certain, and further care useless, and thus his tracks 
were actually leading ub into the danger which we hoped to escape 
by following them. An hour and a half more south we found 
water in the hollow of a rock, and from it saw hills on the south 
side of the Limpopo or L'Oorie, as it is here called. At 12-i5 we 
crossed a river with sandy bed quite dry (the Little Tuli), and in 
a grove of fine acacias and mimosas found a deserted camp, where 
wagons had remained for several days, while large game had been 
shot and their skins pegged out to dry. We caught a glimpse of 
a Masara woman, and sent some of our boys to persuade her to 
come, but they feared her husband would bewitch them, and made 
no effort to induce her. A smaller rivulet named Pakwe joined the 
Tuli, and the path tnmed south-east up the bank of the former. 
We walked till after sunset, passing several fine baobabs, and halted 
under a granite hill, which we climbed to look for water but could 
find none, and therefore, contented ourselves with half a pannikin 
each, reserving a little for the morning. 

Saturday, Oct. 21, we climbed a lai^er kopjie, where a gigantic 
baobab gi-ew among granite blocks aa grey, as huge, and as mgged as 
itself. I had frequently in Australia cut out junks of baobab 
wood and chewed Uiem for the sap which they contained ; but in 
those growing between Lake Ngami and the Zambesi I had failed 
to find sufficient moisture. We tried the experiment here, and were 
glad to find that the wood contained sap enongb to allay our thirst 
while the act of chewing it cleansed onr mouths from the dry hard 
incrustation that covered thom. We had seen a huge bare granite 
mound about a mile to the west, and had sent a couple of kafirs to 
look for water in the fissures. We saw a kaross waved in token of 
success, and walking thither we found they had really discovered 
a treasure — a crescent shaped fissure in the rock, at which we 
might water all our cattle with a bucket, while the steepness of its 
sides would prevent wild animals exhausting it, unless Elephants, 
whose signs were visible around, should be able to suck it up with 
their long trunks ; a "glorious godsend" in the wilderness Biles 
called it, and I laid it down upon our track chart under his name. 

Here, to oui- gi-cat joy, we found the track turning South agam, 
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and as we proceeded we fell in witli several baobabs, the largest of 
which measured 63 feet in girth, and here we again saw a sm&U 
troop of the real ahort-homed gemsbok, (oryx eapensh), which 
previona to this year we had thought was confined to the deserts 
West of Bamangwato. We found another " stand place," with 
hate, kraals, and other indications of lengthened occupation ; and in 
a branch of the Patcwe river to the south in a grove of mimosas and 
long weeds we found some pints of water in a hollow under a hme- 
Btone bank ; at night a shower came on and we took refuge in one 
of the deserted huts. 



Sunday, Oct. 22nd, as our proviaions were eshansted and we had 
no certainty of reaching any village on the Limpopo, which was 
evidently much farther South than the beat and latest maps placed 
it, we commenced our return and Mr. Bilea shot a small steinbok 
and a qu^ga, which was received as a welcome supply ; the latter 
Beemed intermediate between the bonte quagga (eqtms BurcMIt) of 
Vaal river, and the fiill striped quagga (eqtius Ghapmanni) of the 
Zambesi. Ita legs, instead of being white like the first were 
very faintly striped, its ears slightly marked, and ita tail tufted 
with black bnt covered with white hair, so as to make it look grey 
instead of being white like BurcheU's or black like Chapman's. 
I believe there [is a regular and almost imperceptible gradation 
between the two. We went on to Biles' pcwl and halted for the 
rest of the day, and while we were lying under the shadow of a 
rock, Mr. Biles whispered, " Here comes a camel," {i.e. camel-leo- 
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pard or giraffe), we slipped out of dght at once and watched the 
stately animal emerge from the bosh and a|^roach one of the ahallow 
rain pools on the bare granite fiat, then halting and directly fiidng 
Bs, it prepared to drink ; now the male giraffe is six feet in the 
leg, 6 feet to the withers and 6 more to the top of the head, the 
head being about 3 feet long, he therefore lowered his body by 
gradually shuffling the fore feet apart till the boo& were seven feet 
from each other and then the lofty head and neck came sweepii^ 
downward like a falling mast, until the hps reached the iratfr.* 
Some times the giraffe kneels to drink by the river side, but iB 
rarely seen in the act, and we have to-day witnessed what many 
hunters, ten years or more in the country, have never seen. 

t On Uonday 23rd, we reached the wagons at 5 p.m., and aent 
■word to have the oxen kept away till after dark, we set fire to the 
.grass and to heaps of rubbish to drive away the Tsetse, a few of 
which we saw. Oee had seen a fly upon one of the horses, he 
.toudied the place with ammonia and the animal started with pain, 
« sign that there was a puncture and that the ammonia had 
■entered it. I had abont a pound of carbonate of ammonia, and 
dissolving the greater part in warm water, I had all four of the 
horses washed. 'We observed some of them flindi as if the remedy 
had found ita way into punctures, and it speaks well for our 
experiment, that up to the present time, so f^ as I am aware, not 
one of those horses have died. I had not enough to wash the 
oxen, but I sprinkled tliem with tar water in hope of keeping the 
Hy off, but without effect. 

Tuesday, 2ith, we inspanned before the moon rose, and took a 
aouth-west course to clear the fly. We had passed the Tsetse Fountain 
and were crossing a little gully when the loose oxen pushed Gee's 
span out of their course, and the near wheels sinking into a hollow 
my w^;on launched forward and capsized. I sent the horses and 
fipare cattle on with Jewell, and unloadmg the vehicle unshipped 
the dissel boom, passed it as a lever between the axle and the feltoe 
-of the after wheel, got a ttfckle on it, and made three yoke of oxen 
fast to the fore wheel, righted the wagon, reloaded, and at 11 a.m. 
overtook tbeothers outspanned at the junction of the Tuli and Pakwef 
rivers, where some of Matchen's people, who were out hunting, 
«ndeavoured to terrify our kafirs with threats and make them 

■ The laigest giraffe I haT« Tnesnucd waa 19 feet 6 inchea liigh inolnding 
the horns wbich were about 9 inohea. 

t Last ontapan on MBdontfua river, lat., 21'69-6; long,, 23'44 E. 

t Little Tnli and Pakwe, lat, 21-9-10 ; long., 23-13 E. 
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desert na. I gave the drivers charge to watch strictly lest any ol 
the oxen should be driven away, and remained up myself nearly all 
night, obseiTing stars, and keeping an eye on our Tisitors. We 
halted to drink next day at BUea'" pool and slept at the Great Baobabf 
after passing several others, in full foli^;e, adorned with beautiful 
white pendent flowers, peculiar to the African tree. 

Oct. 26 we reached the limestone fountain on Pakwe} river, and 
were ten or fifteen miles south of the Limpopo, as placed on the 
latest maps, but in &ct had not yet reached the river on the 27th> 
therefore I took Gee and two or three kafirs and again marched 
^ead, tracing the spoor south-caat for thirteen and a half miles 
to an outspan, braide a dark dense line of thorn trees, and pushing 
our way through tliick thorny underwood, mingled with date palms 
and tall reeds, at length looked down on the still deep waters of a 
narrow branch of the Limpopo, as it lay reflecting the tall green 
trees that oTer-arehed it. The hunters had formed a bower by 
clearing a space und_er a small tree, whose branches, bearing bright 
green leaves and yellow fragile flowers, drooped nearly to the ground 
all ronnd ns. In this we ate a small meal cake eadi, rejoicing in 
being at last able to moisten it in real Limpopo water, and mean- 
while letting every insect buzz round or sting us nndisturbed, while 
we watched narrowly whether it were or not a tsetse. The wagons 
seined to have turned up the river to seek a drift, and in following 
their spoor we exercised the same vigilance with regard to every 
winged insect that approached us, either at the drinking place, 
where the water Sowed in streamlets over the rocks, or on the long 
red sand bank that we passed on our retnm to our camp. On again 
— saw some real gemsboks, but could not shoot them. We were 
somewhat tired for the day had been hot, and we had walked 
eleven hours, perfonning an actual distance of twenty-eeven 
miles, besides the various casts we made to recover the spoor 
when it was so &int that we could not certainly keep it. Thus 
walking the whole distance three times over, besides hunting, 
sketching, writing my journal and letters for the directors at home. 
besides mapping and astronomical observations leaves me barely 
three hours for sleep out of the twenty-four when we are in 
the fly country, 

Saturday, 28th, Inspanned at daybreak, and in five hours 
reached the Limpopo, and Carl caught a fine barbel for break&st, 

•Bae'flpool,Iat, 32-17-40; long., 28-35 -30 E. 

* Great Bfiobab tot., 22-IB-41; long 28-39-lOE. 

; Lime Fomitiiin, Pakwa, bt, S2-2T1; long., 28-39'lD G. 
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Gee found a kraal of Masaras, who, on his aaaurance that we wero 
English and not Boera, consented to come to the wagons, and 
Mr. Biles persnaded them for a rewavJ in powder and lead, to show 
ns the way tlirough the fly. It is nnlawful to sell ammnnition to 
them, bat when the choice lies between the probable loss of all 
onr cattle, and a slight infraction of a powerless law, I fency very 
few will blame us for thus securing their services. The reason we 
have to trnTel so lar np the bank of the Limpopo to the sonth- 
west is tlmt we may avoid a patch of fly that holds the bank oppo- 
site to our present outspan. Our elevation above the sea is now 
1935 feet, and we expect to go no lower, bot to ascend gradnaUy as wo 
travel southward. Onr spirits is now expended, and I have to boil 
the thermometer with chips of wood or a candle end, a dirty and 
uncertain method of getting the boiling point. We caught several 
fine barbels, which in our scarcity of meat are very acceptable. I 
fed my little lemnr, Jeannette, on young locusts. I have kept a 
bag full of them for several days, and instead of dying of auffocatiou 
they live on, generating so much heat that there is no wonder 
that the crowds of them that gather on the bush and tufts of 
grass survive the rigour of the coldest night. 

Monday, Oct. 30th, under the guidance of onr Masaras we 
traveUed 4^ miles South West, then breaking through the belt of 
tall trees we saw the noble river more than a hundred yards iu 
breadth, flowing smoothly over its saudy bottom with a current of 
about two knots per hour, occasional shoals or reedy islets giving 
diversity to its surface ; to an English reader this may seem com- 
juon place enough, but after such a countiy as we had recently 
passed, the sight of a broad flowing river was so pleasant and 
refreshing that we could hardly imagine a description of it would 
be tedious to others. We crossed and outspanned on a place 
'reported clear of fly, but after Mr. Biles had killed and brought 
home a pullah, we saw a "fly" ou JeweU's hat but failed to catch 
it. We brought up all the cattle and horses immediately and 
rigidly examined them, tied np the horses, posted a kafir to watch 
every insect that approached them and flred several shots to recall 
Oee, in a shod: time he came followed by a kafir bringing another 
pullah and I went out to meet him at a distance and make sure that 
he brought no " fly" upon his game. We saw one on Plait's fore 
leg but could not kill it, we washed the place with ammonia, and 
saw probably the same " fly " on Mr. Biles's horse, we tried to 

■ OnUpan on Limpopo, Ut., 2:1-36-31; loiig.,28-41-10 Ej height 193 S feet 
Drift of Limpopo, South side, 2:!-37'10 Ion;. 2e-3B'0. 
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catch him with the edge of a knife bo held as to cast the narrowest 
possible shadow a little away from the insect, but the Tsetse waa 
too quick even for this, at last Biles stmck him to the gionnd, and 
I secured him in an envelope to be sent to London. 

Here onr guide asked payment as he wanted to go home, and 
we at first looked upon this as a breach of his engagement, but 
Gee, who spoke a little of the language, at length made out that 
be had brought us out of the limite of his own tribe and into the 
country of the next. Our first care was to ascertain that the head 
man on whose domain we had entered would take over the chai^, 
and we then agreed for a bar of lead imd a flask of powder and 
paid our first mau off ; a little hastiness here would have spoiled 
everything, and we should have looked upon our first guide as a 
breaker of the eng^ment he had made with us. In the after- 
noon we moved a little more than five miles up stream to Peerie's 
•village. Next morning, Tuesday, Slst Oct., I went to sketch the 
water&U at Impopo Mini, the noise of which we had heard all night> 
A ledge of granite formed a ru^ed bwrier 8 or 10 feet high across 
the river and down the various hollows of this the clear waters 
rushed or rippled in various rills, cascades or rapids, bubbling and 
eddying among the great masses of rock below, in many of which 
(like those of the Zambesi) great holes were worn by stones which 
during the foods had settled perhaps in small hollows, and by 
continual whirling round had increased them to circular cavities 
six or eight feet deep and perhaps half the width. Sometimes two 
or more of these form beside each other and increase till the 
partition walls become thin, and finally break away below leaving 
the npper parts hke arches, spanning Uie vault beneath them. 

Biles, Jewell, and Carl went to a pool to watch for teetses bat 
did not secure any. In the afternoon one of the herdsmen told 
me a crocodile had seized an ox by the Dewlap as he went to drink^ 
but they had driven him ofi" with sticks, stones, and hideous yells, 
I went with him and saw the crocodile again lying in wait, his 
head nearly submerged, but with a portion of his body and tail 
above water ; the watchful creature detected our approach and was 
already moving off when I gave him a bullet in the flank, making him 
writhe and straggle as he launched into deep water, but he was not 
killed, for when the cattle went to drink he was again in position 
^vatehing for them. 

"Wednesday, Nov. 1st, our first track of nearly 7 miles brought 

■ Peeiie'B village, lat., 2210-65 i lim^ , 283110 E. ; Impopo Uini, or Uia 
Waterfall mec gnnite ledge B oi 10 feet iagh. 
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US to a' place where hunters' iragous had stood for some days, and 
where they had evidently hunted giraffes mth horses, and the 
■second track of about 4^ miles more brought us nearly ahreast 
of the Tslagool hills (the Sihka or Siloquam of the maps) on 
the opposite side of the forest fringed river. I feared we were 
pushing on too early, but was relieved by seeing the sun sink 
■down below the hills. At 7 p.m. it was quite dark, and we 
thought it safe to span out till the moon rose and enabled 
us to see the nearly eflfaced tracts of the hunters' wagons. 
At 12.10 we moved on again, but it is difficult to see a track by 
moonlight, and more than once wc lost it and had to scatter in all 
directions to recover it ; at 1 a.m. we passed a granite hill covered 
with bush and infested by the dreaded "fly"; at8.15weoutspanned 
and I obtained an altitude of "Canopus" — observed altitude, 
120-29'40. Latitude, 22-50-4, approximate longitude, 28-22-40. 

Thursday, Nov. 2nd. The morning revealed the dart dense line 
of trees that bordered the Limpopo still upon our right. We 
travelled eight miles and seven furlongs beside it during the day, 
caught a barbel three feet six inches in length, a welcome addition 
"to our scanty larder. We had now paid off and parted with our 
guides, and in our evening track we found the spoor turn south, 
away from the Limpopo, and begin to scatter. We feared that this 
indicated the proximity of fly, through which every one had sought 
his road by night as best he could, and we halted and searched with 
lanterns till we found a definite track again. 

I observed "a. Eridani," alt., 110-13-00; lat., 22-58-32 ; 
and aa soon as the moon rose high enough wc went on again, I 
walked in front with oue of our kafira as usual, till I became so 
oppressed by continued want of sleep, that I was obliged to 
mount Mr. Bile's ■wagon, and stretch myself upon his " kadel," or 
swinging bed frame ; but the road was now more definite, and about 
midnight we came to a pan, whence we took a little water for our 
next meal, but there was none for the oxen, nor dare we halt till 
■daylight as we were still within the limit of the patch of fly. 

Friday, Nov. 3rd, we outspanned near a hollow, and Gee and I 
•went forward, passing a grove of fine Baobabs in tull leaf. We 
found an old woman and a girl gathering locusts (Voet gangers), 
and four or five men and boys joined us, they told us the pan in 
front was called Madlala, and a day's journey beyond it was 
" Schimmel Paard Pan," there was fiy between them, but no water, 
and there is fly also beyond Schimmel Paard Pan. But we must 
leave it before dark so as to be able to get into a definite track, and 



Digitized by Google 



Gfi THE KOBTHERS GOLD FIELDS, MATAB1LII..AND. 

yet not so soon as to rush into the fly til! it has retired for the 
night. It is a day's journey to Maghali<]uain River, through which 
we must not cross as there is fly between it and Madzalaua Eiver, 
but after this we are past all danger, and reach Matlalas in two 
days, and Maknpans in four. From Maghaliquain there is fly to the 
west, between us and the Limpopo. 

We moved on to Madlala Pan, intending to tost all Satm^iay and 
Sunday, hut found only a scanty drink for the oxen, so that this 
was impossible. Gee shot a Sassaybe, or bastard harteheest, and 
one of the boys killed a qua^a ; wc gave the Masaras a share of 
the flesh, and tried to tempt one of them with beads, powder 
or lead, to become our guide, but in vain. 

The Matchopong mountains were visible to the north-west, and 
as they are also seen from the Ba Mangwata road they formed a 
landmai-k to teat the correctness of our longitude. Our last night's 
track through the fly country had been about la mOes, and during- 
the afternoon and evening we made about 10 more. The night 
was dark and cloudy, preventing any observation for latitude, but 
affording us additional security against the insect pest. 

On Saturday, the 4th, by early dawn we were again fleeing for the 
lives of onr cattle, and making atiout 1 3 miles and a ftirlong during 
the day outapanned just short of " De Schimmel Paard-pan," so 
named aft«r an adventure of my former friend and fellow traveller 
Joseph Macabe, who refusing to believe that a ridiculous little fly 
could kill so large an animal, had outapanned by the pan and 
deliberately rode a valuable horse into the infested country. In a 
few hours after his return the steed was dead, I may as well 
ex])iain that schimmel means mottled or dappled. Schimmel day 
is when the light douda begin to be dappled mth the tints of early 
dawTi, but the word is generaUy uBed to imply the time of dawn, 
oven though there are no clouds. A " hiaauw schimmel paard " is 
a dappled grey, and others are distinguished as red or brown, 
according to their colour. - 

On Sunday, November 5th, we inspanned about half-past five, 
80 as to get into the definite road before dark, and about seven we 
descended into a sandy tract with dense hush haunted by the tsetse. 
We made about seven miles and halted, the night being dark and 
cloudy and rain coming on towai-ds morning. At dawn on Monday 
we trekked again, a steady shower protecting us as we kboured 
on through the infested district, and in ten mUes and three furlongs 
we reached the west bank of tbc Maghaliquain or Fierce Crocodile 
river, called by the Boers the Xyl, bccar.sc in the early davs of the 
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euiigratioii some of them who found it flowing continiiaUy north 
thought it must certainly be the Nile, and would lead them to the 
land of Egypt, whence they might reach the promised land they 
read of eyerj Sunday in their Bibles, They had found long ago, 
e^-eQ as fiu- south as the Cape Colony, heaps of stones which they 
thought had been thrown up by the children of Israel within forty 
years wanderings, but which in reahty were heaped together by 
Kafir women clearing pieces of land, and remained to mark the 
spot long after the cultivator had passed away, and the com field 
had again become part of the wilderness. 

Our cattle would not eat the poor and scanty grass* but crossed 
the river to the better paatnrage they saw on the other side, but 
unfortunately the " Sy " was there and we had to drive them back 
again. We caught voetgangers or young wingless locnsta, fried 
them with a little salt and found them better than nothing. After 
sunset on the 0th we crossed the river and trekked np its eastern 
bank forsome'distance and passing through the last patch of "fly" 
outspanned upon an open plain 9^ miles from onr last camp ; the night 
was clear and I obtained an altitude of " a Eridani," 111'18*50 ; 
and "Canopus," 121'51-30 ; and latitude by both exactly the same, 
23-31-33. 

We had now cleared the infested parts between the Blauw Berg 
and the Hang Khp mountains, so called from their over-hanging 
cli^ but for further security we made 4^ miles more before sun- 
rise. We now travelled over a mimosa clad undulating country 
mth limestone, sandstone, granite kopjies and quartzose indications, 
and again came within the habitat of the Springbok, one of which 
fell to Carl Lee's rifle. 

On the 10th we halted opposite the hill on which are the 
villages of the chiefe La Kallakalla and young Makapamt I went 
up to visit the latter, who spoke Dutch. I wanted to buy com, 
but he had none, the late war with the Bepnblic having exhausted 
his supply. Finding we were English he came down to the wagons, 
and with an apolc^ for having no com offered me two shilhugs, 
a mark of respect, as the first present is expected by the superior. 
I thanked him and dechned it, telling him I was satisfied to see 
that his heart was right towards me. 

• Drift of Ma«rbaUqaaK lat., 28-2T-30 ; Img., iSSi-iO ; 90 mUes, 1 for- 
U>og, 04 yards, from the Limpopo. 

t Mokapan'B Village l&t, 24-9'2S; long;., £9-16-10; aifitaiice from Vag- 
hftliqimin C2 miles, 6 fuclongfs, lU yarda. 
t 3 
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Saturday we passed between the abandoned villagea of Pofgieters' 
Rust and the mission honse and were sorry to find Mr. Beyers 
was absent. Jewell bought a pig for brass wire, and shinghtered 
it on the spot, as it was too nnwieldy to be brought out of the 
village without demolishing several walls. At night we out- 
spanned on the east Bide of Moordenaar's Drift • at the south end 
of Makapan's poort. The name "Murderer's Drift" isderiTedfrom 
the treacherous massacre of a party of Boers under circumstances 
of atrocious cruelty ; I believe by Makapan's fether. I understand 
that he had a blood feud with the Republic, but no particular 
provocation from the individual victims. It was in the war 
following this that the tribe fortified themselveB in caves, and 
the Boers adopted the effective but cruel expedient of bring- 
ing several hundred wagon loads of wood to the brow of the 
mountain, hurling them down to the foot of the cUfl^ in 
which the caves were, and then throwing fire upon the mass. 
These caves are said to be of wonderful extent, and many nn- 
Buspected paasages lead up from them to daylight. Mynheer 
Potgieter was sitting on the edge of a deep cleft, little thinking it 
led down so far, when a Kafir, who from the obscurity of the cave 
beneath saw his figure clearly defined against the sky, fired up and 
killed him. 

Here we lost our first ox, and at the time thought it might have 
been fi^m eating the Makhauw, a poisonous plant with leaves two 
inches broad and 6 or 8 inches high. Gee found wormwood and gave 
a strong decoction, but in vain. Monday 13th we crossed the Mag- 
haliquain or Mill Stroom at Moordenaar's drift and two more oxen 
were ill. Their loins were weak, which is a symptom of Mahauw 
poison as well as of the fly. We did not see the swelling of the 
gullet nor staring of the coat, and were therefore inclined to hope 
that it was not fly, but nevertheless gave them a dose of ammonia. 

On Tuesday I mounted Jewell's white horse and rode on with my 
letters ; I was kindly entertained by the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Eobold 
at the Berlin Mission station of Modemolulu, Modemoiela, or Melie 
Fontein. I halted also at the tana of Theunis de Klerk, who told me 
they now knew where to ride their horses with safety between the 
patches of fly ; they also have safe or inoculated oxen and even ride 
their horses in ; they will not tell their medicine but chaise an ox 
for making a horse safe ; they told me they thought the fly was a 
curse that was being removed flrom the land. At night I reached 

■ Mooidenaat's Drift lat. 21'1G'3; long. 2916 3; distance from Mokapaa 
11 miles, 1 furlong, 199 yardH, 
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Nylstroom but found many of the houses deserted. Mr. De 
Wittan and Mr. James entertained me, but I could not get letters 
sent away. On WedneBday Mr. Van Nispen, the magistrate,* invited 
me to his house, and the kafirs having brought my sextant I found 
the latitude, 24'42'80, shewing that all this country is laid down 20 
miles too far north on existing maps. Mr. Ter Doom told me he 
saw some bricks from an old city near the Blaauw Berg mountains, 
but whether Portuguese or more ancient he could not tell. I had 
already heard of the party prospecting for gold on Mr, Button's 
farm at EereteliDg, On Thursday I rode some distance west from 
the direct road and slept at Mynheer Swanepoel'B, where I found 
the conmiunity ^tated by the news that one of their ministers 
had resigned and accepted a secular office under government. They 
regarded this innovation with great alann, and the hospitable farm 
house that evening gave me by no means a iaint idea of the meet- 
ings for worship among the Scotch Covenanters in the times of 
persecution. 

On Friday, IGth, I crossed the Springbok flats, slept at Mr. 
Vanderwalt's, who took me to see a quartz reef on his farm, and op 
Saturday reached Pretoria, the seat of Goverimient of the Trana- 
Vaal Eepublic, where the hospitality of Mr. Brodrick, Mr. Leys, 
and other friends, hardly allowed me time to add a postscript to my 
letters ere I sent them away. 

Tuesday, 20th, Mr. Biles and Jewell arrived with the w^ona, 
the yellow ox was dead and three more were ill on the 26th. Mr. 
Prank, of the Gfovemment Gold Commission, shewed me 2 ounces 
of alluvial gold he had brought from Eersteling on the 25th ; Jewell 
and I rode along the Magaliesberg to Mr. Hartley's, 47 miles 
about southwest, and found our friend as hospitable and glad to see 

•Mr. VaaNi»peii'tihoQBeatHylBtroom,lat.,24-13-36; long., 2B-36. Mr. 
G. P. Hoodie makes the long., 28-SD. 

Mr. A. Biodriok'H house, Chnroh Square, Pretoria, Seat of Government, 
Trans Vaal EepobUc, lat., 254436; long., 2826'20. Boiling point 204— 4 ; 
Batometor, 26— 62J; height abore the sea, 4007 feet. 

Population m 186S, 30O, maoh inoreaBed now ; dtoatad about 4 miles 
north of the aonrces of the Apiea river, which flows through Maghaliesberg 
to the Limpopo. 

Miles. For. Yda. 

Pretoria to Moordenaar'B drift 133 7 11 

Pretoria to Lee'a farm Mangrove, via Moordenaai'a 

drift 4T9 7 3 

Pretoria to Taal river at Eetiefa drift 133 4 69 

Pretoria to " Plough Hotel," Fleter Maritzburg, 

wo BetiefH drift 359 7 16 
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lis as before. I left Jewell with the wagons and oxen here, and 
the nnmber that subseqnentlj died — nine in all — the symptons 
they exhibited, and above all their long hngering sictnesa and the 
punctures found inside the skin after death, convinced ns that the 
fly was the canse of the mortality. 

Eetuming to Pretoria I made a trip to the Eorsteling gold reef 
with Mr. William Leathern, and this j'ouniey wiU be found 
described in the part relating to the Trans- Vaal gold fields, which- 
also contains a chapter devoted to the fly. My sulsequcnt joiuney 
to Marthimua Wesselatroom, by a road not hitherto laid doivn on 
any map, is also separately described. 
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CHAPTEIl V. 
THE GOLD FIELDS OF THE TEASS-VAAL REPUBLIC. 

Maraba Sladi, EersfeUiuj, Lijdenhm/, MttcMac and Pilijrim's Rest. 

I HAVE already stated that the existcuce of gold in considerable 
quantities in South-east Africa has been kuoivu from the earliest 
period of history. The early Dutch pioneers in times more recent 
brought back vi^ue statements of its mineral wealth, and when, 
after tbe g;reat migratioo of the Dutch eolonists from the Cape 
Colony in 1836, from Natal in lHi2-i;), and from tbe Orange river 
•Sovereignty, now the Orange Free State, in 1848, set toward the 
northern side of tbe Vaal river, these rumours gathered sti'ength 
and acquired form, but yet were spoken of " with bated breath and 
whispering fearfuhiess " lest the fame thereof should get abroad, 
and the English Government should follow and take possession ot 
-the country. In 1850 1 myself visited the then little village of 
Potchefstroom and heard of gold among the Slaamzyn (Islaams or 
Mahomedans) Kafirs, achter (beyond) Zoutpansbei^. In those days, 
however, my friend Joseph Macabe ivas fined iOO rix dollars for having 
written an itinerary of one of his journeys, and I had the honour 
of being made " Vogel Vrie " if. " Free as a bird " (for any one 
.to shoot at) for the crime of possessing, and being able to use, a 
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Bextaut. In 1852 their independeacc was acknowledged, and one- 
of their first acts was to repeal a fonuer resolotion of the Volka- 
raad, fixing their Boutheni boundary at the tiventy-fifth degree of 
south latitude "because the Volksraad has no means of deter-- 
mining where the said degree of south latitude is." 

My sentence of ontiawiy, however, must I suppose, be effaced by 
lapse of time, for in 1809 I enjoyed a jovial glass of grog with the 
very officer who nineteen years before had been sent to take or shoot 
me. Civilization made slow progress. Not many years ago their 
own surveyor general was mobbed for using a theodolite in the 
streets of Potchefstroom instead of stepping off the distance like 
the Veld-Valkt meestcr of the good old times. It is not more than 
four years since a Boer found a small quantity of metal, probably 
nickel, and made rings for his pipe sling of it, when immediately 
the Eaad passed a law forbidding any one to work this metal, or 
even to reveal the locahty in which it was found, under a penalty 
of GOO rix dollars, lest the English should hear of it and take the 
country. 

In 1868 the eminent German e.xplorer, Carl Mauch, made his 
pedestrian journey from Pretoria to Lydenburg, and thence north- 
ward into MatabiUhmd, and marked a spot in lat. 24*10, and long. 
3 1 "50 approximate, and about seventy miles north-north-east of Ly- 
denburg, as a profitable gold field. It is well known that to the 
westward of the Hangkli]i* mountains there is a small rivulet called 
gold spruit fiowing into the Polhsela river, while native reports- 
pointed to that place, to the Marico district in the west or inland 
border of the Republic, to Maraba's country near the centre, and 
to ]nany otliers, as spots whei^c the precious metal could be found,, 
while patriarchal Boers, almost aboriginal Doppers.f complained, 
with rueful feces, that sundry " yerdomde Engelsche kerels " had 
come to their places, looking for white stones, and had taken them 
away by wagon chests fall, with all the mysterious treasures they 
might contain. Others lamented that, in their days of in- 
experience, they had found crystals, bigger than hen's eggs, which 
must certainly have been diamonds, and unheard of quantities of 
yellow metal, wliich just as infellibly must have been gold, and 
had recklessly thrown away their good fortune, for want of knowing 
when it was in their hands. And now the English, with their 
cunning, were going to reap the profit which belonged, of right, , 
to those who had explored and pioneered the way, and had 

* Not Hanglip but Hangklip. ike oveihsnging rook or cliff. 

f Equimlent to Eagliah Baptists. 
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"schoongemaakt" (cleared or made clean) the land. I had the 
pleaenre of knowing one right hospitable Boer, near Hoe Fontein, 
who was greatly exercised in mind because an Englishman had found 
a diamond on his &rm. He thoi^ht himself excessively liberal 
in foregoing any claim to the diamond on condition that he was 
shewn the exact spot where it was picked up ; but the answer of 
the finder was — " If I know it is quite enough for me." Another 
living near the Eye, or fountain head of the Mooi Kiver, told me 
he had been asked by an Englishman tor permission to seek 
diamonds on his farm, but he refused at once, " No, no, decidedly 
not ! I will not have diamonds found on my farm — where shall 
I get grazing, or com land, or garden ground, if the diamond 
diggers come and overrun my hind ?" 

Nevertheless a few diamonds were found, one of them on a 
small ridge near the Limpopo, north of the Marico, but the finder, 
in his ignorance of the fragility of a diamond, resolved to test it 
by its hardness, and either strack it on the wagon wheel, or let 
the wheel run over it ; of course it went to pieces. He picked up 
some of the fragments, lost a few more, and ultimately sold the 
few bits he saved for £30. 

Meanwhile rumours of the discovery of gold were gathering 
strength. Travellers, whether Dutch or Enghsh, who could gain 
the confidence of the natives were daily shewn, or told of spots 
where gold might be found, sometimes in coarse grains as lai^e as 
wheat or peas ; but the revealers always begged the person 
informed never to betray them to the TOsentmont of their country- 
men, and sometimes in a more suspicious mood denied the in- 
formation they had given in moments of greater confidence, fbr 
the prevalent idea was that war would be at once made upon them, 
and they would be espelled from their country for the sake of the 
gold it contained. I need not say now, except for the in- 
formation of our friends at home, that they are finding the 
presence of the diggers, who buy their produce, and pay them 
for their labour, an advantage instead of a detriment.* 

'Yet, this being understood, it may not be amiaa to iUastiate tlie idea of 
justice to the native, which is held by, I hope, only a few among: ns. I was 
speaking' to a friend respecting the new discoveries, and we both agreed 
that it would be very wrong to make war upon the natives and take the 
gold fields away fiom them. " But," said my friend, " I would work with 
TOoraegUgheid," (foredght). " I would send oattla fatmirs to gnue their 
herds neai the borders, and the kaflrs would be sore to steal them ; t>nt if 
not^ the ownets ooold oome away, and he could even withdraw his herds- 



Digitizefl by Google 



74 THE GOLD FIELDS OF THE TRAN8-VAAL KEPUBLIC. 

It will now be as well to give a brief resume of the principal 
explorations in search of gold, and then to snmmarize the yield of 
the various reefe or fields, and treat as briefly and comprehensively 
as possible of the facilities (or want of them) for hving and working 
in the country, and its natural features and geographical character. 

I have already mentioned the journey of Carl Manch and the 
indication of a probable gold field by bim, and although not imme- 
diately connected with the search for gold I ought not to pass over 
the establishment of the settlement by Mr. MeCorkiudale of 

Kbw Scotijnd 
on the highlands of the Drakensberg or Quathlamba moiin- 
tftina, in latitude between 25'30 and 2C', and longitude between 
:-iO* and 81-, lying on the eastern border of the Trans-Vaal Re- 
public, 180 miles east of Pretoria, and 110 miles west of Delagoa 
Bay, which is reached by a gradual ascent, the former part of the 
distance being a gradual rise from 4,000 to about 5,000 feet, and 
the latter a descent of 8,000 feet in twenty or thirty miles, with a 
plateau of about 2,000 feet leading to the secondary ridge of the 
Lebomba mountains, between which and Delagoa Bay is about 
eighteen miles of low and unhealthy fever country ; but Mr. 
McCortindale proposed to bring small vessels into the Umsuti 
river, entering Delagoa bay fi-om the south, which river carries three 
fetboms for fiill ten miles up, and wat«r enough for boate more than 
twenty miles further. I regret to add that the spirited projector 
died on the Ist of May, 1871, on the island of Inyack, at the en- 
trance of Del^oa bay, and is buried there ; but the settlement of 
New Scotland is now well eatabhshed and its prosperity seems in- 
creasing. 

Mr. Edward Button's Journeys. — First — 1869, 

In July of the above year Mr. E. Button, the son of a well- 
known Natahau colonist, having traversed the Trans-Vaal Republic, 
arrived at the village of Lyderiburg, or Kew Origstadt, founded 
about the year 1840 or 1860, in consequence of the unhealthiness of 
the old village, a fault which I believe has been completely remedied 
in the choice of a new site. The position of Lydenbui^ is yet hut 
imperfectly known. Mr. G. Moodie places it in lat. 25'li S., and 

man, and let them mn day and nighty then the kafits coold not tedst th« 
temptation. We could go ia and claim the stolen oatUe, and if tlie Icafira 
resisted, and made war, of comae tiiej wonld lose Uieir coontrf." I have 
nevec heaid, howevei, of m; friend's diplomacy being carded into execntioi^ 
and am happy to My the oocvpation of tlie g<M fields is being carried on 
vrithont llie necesait? for any policy that is no't &it to both sides. 
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long,, 30-30 east, while Jlr. Jeppe lays it down in 24-40 south.and 
31-5 east; Mr. rorssmao, the Surveyor-General, in 25'4 south, 
and 31-35 east J and Mr. St. Vincent Erekine gives its latitude 
A3 2o'4 south, and its longitude east as 31'80. A somewhat un- 
certain point of departure it must be confessed ; but colonists have 
ft particular aptitude for finding their way about the wilderness 
although they may not be able always to fix upon the map 
correctly the places they have visited, 

Mr. Button, accompanied by Mr. Sutherland, a miner, who had 
travelled for twenty years in Cahfoniia, New Zealand, and 
Australia, and by Mr. Parsons, who had been employed prospecting 
at the Umtwalumi River in Natal, proceeded north, finding a 
little gold in two streams, which they crossed before reaching 
Triegardts farm, twenty-five or thirty miles from Lydenburg, 
where Mr. McLaehlan joined them. As the oxen were 
poor and the season not fit to tra\-el, they left their ws^na, 
and iji an hour and a half on foot reached the edge of the 
Qu&thlamba mountains, whence they had a magnificent view of 
the low forest clad country, through which the Olifants river or 
Lipalula meandered. Two hours more brought them to the river, 
and the mountains they had left rising in successive cliffs of shale 
and sandstone, 2000 feet above the riverine plains, shewed grandly 
in the warm glow of the setting sun, The Lepalula at the ford 
was 100 yards from hank to bank, and the water three or four feet 
deep, it would be quite impassable when in flood, but at that season 
they were able to prospect, and fomid fine gold in the crevices of 
the bed rock of the river. 

Their path led three days under the Quathlamba or Drakensberg, 
being cUfis passing over granite with occasional argillaceous slate, 
and then turning North-east they found chloritic slate with talc, 
but did not find gold. In two days more they reached the Salati 
river, on the bed rock of which they found gold, and had similar 
success in a gully half a day beyond the river, but were obhged to 
push on without bestowing on this place the examination it merited, 
and in a week they joined the wagon in charge of Mr. A. R. Ash, 
at the Spelonke (or cave) near Zoutpansbei^. 

A little fiirther west stood the wagons of Mr. Walker, the 
surveyor from Pretoria, one of whose horses was standing apart 
suffering firom the "dikop" form of horse sicknese, and another 
hnndred yards more west Mr. Ash with a gang of Kafirs was 
engaged in breaking out quartz from the reef on which he holds 
claimsin partnership with Mr. Button, The hole was already 18 or 
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20 feet long from west to east, the direction of the reef being nearly 
from south-west by west to north-eaat by east. It was sis feet or 
more iu width, and about hip deep ; most of the casing or capping 
had been removed within these limits, and lay in heaps show- 
ing very fevom^bly as specks of gold were easily diaccmable with 
the naked eye, contrasting with the red and yellow oxides of iron 
prevalent among the stones. In one piece which Mr. Ajsh gave nie 
it was very conspicious standing out like a coarse net work over 
the stone, and I supposed one fragment as lai^ as a pigeons egg 
which accidentally broke off, contained half a sovereign's worth of 
gold. The solid rock lay beneath, ajid in pieces of this as they 
were laborionsly removed, specks of gold were frequently visible. 

Mr. Button was anxious, in case of my company sending me a 
maohine, that I should not take it up to Mat&bihlaud, but halt it 
here and crush for the diggers, and I offered, if fiivourahle terms 
were given me, to advise the company to send out a second ma- 
chine for the Trans-Vaal. 

Thence they trekked to the country of Sekundo an Amatonga 
chief, whose mountain, south of the Limpopo, forms part of the 
boimdary between the Republic and the territory of the Portu- 
guese. Crossing a sandstone hiU, with a spur stretching to the 
eastward, adorned with fine specimens of the encephalarfos or kafir 
bread, and then descending the valley of the Lunpopo, they passed 
over metamorphic limestone and gneiss, the latter rising in cliflsof 
000 feet on the south of the river, but sloping graduaDy on the 
north. The banks were covered with verdant and golden blossomed 
acacias, many of them 'nith yellow bark, probably the sweet gum 
which is looked upon as indicating the presence of the Tsetse fly. 
They encamped near a gigantic baobab tree fifty feet in circum- 
ference, and procured a welcome supply of excellent meat by 
shooting a Zee Koe (hippopotamus) in the river. 

On the north of the river the gneiss gave place to sandstone, the 
latter prevailing nearly to the river Bubya. Most of the rivulets 
were dry except at occasional brackish pools, whence the few 
natives extracted salt. The Bubya rims through a level country, 
its course being indicated by a iringc of darkgreen trees. In the 
dry season it ceases to flow, but water may be found in places by 
digging in the sand. Groves of fan palm and mimosas, nith stems 
forty feet to the lower branches were met with, and the farthest 
northern point attained was the kraal of Matabih, a chief of the 
A'Banyal, subject to the Matabili. 

Messrs. Button and Sutherland returned to the wagon at Sekumdo's 
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and then would have made a detonr to the east, but the difficulty 
of obtaining natives was great, and the season far advanced ; they 
therefore made straight across country for their wagons at Trie- 
gardts, passing on their way the tribe of Sabulaan, who were busy 
mating iron picks, the ore being plentiful and good. They crossed 
a range of metamorphic rocks running W. S. W. to E. N. E. and 
found a little gold, but could not stay to prospect as they were 
short of food. Though the formation seemed extensive, the ranges 
stretching E. N. E. as far aa they could Bee, the strike of the 
rocks was in the same direction, and chlontic and talcose slates 
interatratified and interjected with veins of ferruginous quarta 
were noticed, as also dykes of trap. 

Then passing granite gneiss and trap they crossed the rivers 
TJtabaui and Utabi, and in a few miles more reached an enormous 
vein of quartz in chloritic slate and gneiss j its width was 150 feet, 
and itfl height above the plain about 600 feet. It had been con- 
spicuously in sight for several days, and from its m^nitude they 
named it Mountain Eeef. "Water was scarce, and Mr. Button 
while seeking some came upon a fine pair of lions, but being 
armed only mth a fowling piece did not molest them. Game was 
plentiful. Still farther south among the Mosheshi man hills of por- 
phyritic granite, with occasional chloritic slate, they found natives 
working copper, but were not allowed to see any of the mines. 

Crossing the river SaJate, and emerging from tpe hills to the 
west, they came upon tale schist with bands of s^tite and dykes 
of trap, while crystalline quartz nearly trauslnceiit was plentiful j 
but, as it showed no traces of iron, they were not encouraged to 
prospect. Between the rivers JIakutyi and Lipalula they found 
groups of conical hills, composed of loose blocks of granite, with 
a single mass upon the top. After crossing the latt«i; river they 
came to chloritic slato and gneiss, which continued to the foot of the 
Quathlamba. They ascended the mountain, reached their wagon, 
and started for Lydenburg on the 8tb October. 

Second trip. 
On the firstof June 1870, Messrs. Button and Sutherland started 
from Lydenburg aud descended the Quathlamba through a chasm 
formed by a great dyke of trap, 15 miles east of the pass used in 
18C9, and amid scenery grand beyond description. They returned 
to the white quartz, found the year before (and marked on Mauch's 
map as a probable gold field), but did not succeed in getting even 
a colour. Iron which seems so generally to accompany gold being 
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entirely absent. They then pushed on for the range of which " moirn- 
tain-reef " forma a part, and shortly after crossing the Salate river 
came upon the desired formation, and finding it of great promise 
they named the hilla Murchison range, after the late great geo- 
logist who had shortly before predicted that the Limpopo country 
would prove auriferous. Those mountains near Sabulaans they 
called " Sutherland range " aft«r the surveyor-general of Natal. 

They found gold in a gaily named "Wildebeeste gully from the 
herds of those animals frequenting it, and Sutherland thought it 
would pay well if a head of water for sluicing could be brought to 
bear on the deposit. 

The Murchison ranges consist of two lines of hills about 600 
feet high, running parallel from W. S, W. to E, N.E. with a valley 
six miles in width between themj the S. E. range is of chloritic 
talcose slate in a highly crystaUiue state ; the N. W, of argillaceous 
of a deep red colour, omng to the presence of iron which is stroi^ 
enough to prevent the action of the compass. In the main valley 
are smaller bills with large quartz veins running through their cen- 
tres, and one which seems to be the oxide of the vein system is of 
considerable size. The ranges intersect the Quathlamba at right 
angles, where the mountain is much brolien,the valleys are covered 
with immense beds of rich red alluvium. 

In the N. W. range a native named Maniman lives in a gorge 
near a small spring and at the head of the valley into which 
fountain gorge opens. There is a flat topped or table mountain 
on the other side of this. They found auriferous quartz in three 
distinct veins, testing it by crushing the quartz betn'een two 
stones, and washing the gold out with a diggers' dish. One of 
the reefs is about ten feet across, and another three ieet ; a third 
afew inches, but parallel to one forty feet wide capped with cellular 
quartz full of a red oxide ; there are many traces of copper near 
this reef. In consequence of these discoveries Mr. Button 
named the place Mmeral valley ; they sunk a shaft and obtained a 
little gold, and before leaving they ascended motmt Eureka and 
had a fine view of the snow white top of mountain reef far away 
to the North-east. In feet four days distant, judging from the 
slope of the hills, there is a lavourable spot to suik for the main 
gutter of the mineral valley opposite mount Eureka ; the expense of 
deep sinking would be little, there being no water to contend with 
No timber is required for the sides of the shaft ; native labour is 
abundant and cheap, the greatest outlay would be for tools. The 
months of March, April, and May are considered unhealthy, and it 
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would not be safe to enter till the dry season hag set in and then 
water is scarce, bnt there would be no difficulty iu securing a supply 
if dams were made in the beginning of October, during the first rains. 
The clay is well adapted for holding water and large reservoirs could 
be made without much labour. Game was abundant and several 
buffaloes were killed, but a native hunter lost his life and Mr. Button 
wounded himself accidentally and had to he up for three weeks. 

They descended the Lebomba mountains and proceeded on foot 
down the Lfanpopo some distance beyond the confluence of the 
Lepalula or Olifauta river, and returned to their wagons on the 
!)th of September, They brought out specimens of auriferous quartz 
which were sent from Natal to the South African Gold fields Ex- 
ploration company for assize, and they beheved that on the 
Eastern side of the Lobombo monntains, where it intersects Mur- 
chison and Sutherland ranges, great deposits of auriferous drift 
must occur, simOarto the Terhartz gold drifts of AiistraJia. They 
thought it probable that the gold fields of Sofala must be dne to 
these auriferous belts, as if they extend to the east coast their 
direction would bring them out not lar south of that district. 

About the close of January, 1871, 1 returned to Natal from the 
Northern Gold Fields, and finding the quartz sent down by 
Mr. Button lying at Dr. Sutherland's I offered to send it home fo 
the S. A. G. F. Co. in London to be tested, and he agreed, but we 
have not yet heard the result. Rumours, however, were rife of the 
discovery of other auriferous locahties in various parts of the Trans- 
Yaal, and I was requested by Mr. MacFarJane, at that time I 
beheve speaker of the legislative council, to go out of my way 
a httlo-and visit the reported gold fields on my way up. The kind 
assistance of many gentlemen in Nata! greatly facilitated the re- 
equipment of my expedition, but the season was so far advanced 
that I was obliged to proceed without delay to Matabililand where 
the King Lo Bengnla confirmed most fully the concession he had 
already made me in the Northern Gold Fields, and gave me liberty 
to come out of his country by a more du'cct road, southward 
through the Tsetse Fly country into the Trans-Vaal. OTiis might 
"be considered no great boon, as cattle once " stuck " by the fly 
are doomed to almost certain death. But the Tsetse, though 
' occupying large tracts of country, does not complet«ly overspread 
it, but leaves parts which are known to various hunters, and which 
serve as channels by which a course may be steered with some chance 
of escape fitim the deadly pest. Unfortunately I conld not obtain a 
skilful pilot, and came in contact with one patch of fly, by whose 
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Btiags I lost nino oxen, but having a pound of carbonate of 
anunonia I dissolved it in a bucket of narm water and washed 
all tho horses. I am not prepared to affirm that this was the actual 
saving remedy ; but none of thom died, and I think the pre- 
sumption is in favour of the ammonia. 

"White passing Makapan Poort I heard that gold seekers were at 
work to the eastward, and on reaching Pretoria I found that Mr. 
Edward Button had discovered a reef, some portions of which 
at least were richly auriferous, while alluvial gold was supposed to 
exist not fer from it. 

A commission consisting of Magnus Forssman, the Surveyor- 
General of the Trans Vaal, and two other gentlemen, were still 
away at the fields, and about the end of November 1871 they re- 
turned bringing with them about two ounces of alluvial gold which 
had been washed from the soil near Mr. Button's reef. Here I 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. "William Leathern of Natal, who 
being about to start on a visit to Eersteling invited me to accom- 
pany b'm , At midnight on the 2nd December we started from 
Mr. A, Brodrick's house in Church-aquaie, in a light open cart 
mth four horses, rattUng at a good pace along tolerable level 
roads till we passed through the Derde (or third) Poort, ia the 
Mi^liesberg, abont seven and three-quarter mUes north-east. 
"We then turned north over extensive undulating pl^ns, ivith 
the Apiea river at some distance on our left, but on testing the 
trochiametcr against the results obtained on my previous journey 
I found that it showed less than the truth. I am obliged 
to protect it against bushes, &c., by placing it in a small box 
between the apokea of tho wheel at ten or twelve inches from 
the nave, and the rapidity with which our light cart skims 
over the ground causes the instrument to acquire a centrifugal 
motion, coinciding with the revolution of the wheel, and makes it 
raster less than the truth. "We stopped at Mynheer "Willem 
Prinsloo's ; then agam opposite the Soul's Kraal, Berlin Mission 
station ; then leaving Apies river we crossed Pienaar's river, both 
flowing to our left to jom the Limpopo. Let the horses have 
another rest at Elip Fontein, known also as Enkelde boom (or 
single tree) fountain, on the Springbok flats, and finally unharnessed 
for the night among the mimosa groves at Sand Fontein ; our only 
guide in the darkness being the croaking of the frogs, by which 
we guessed that there was water near ns. "We heard from a former 
we met during the day that Andreas Dnvenage (conmionly called 
Devenaar) knows of a safe road through the fiy, between Blauw- 
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berg and Zoutpansbcrg. We also heard that when Mr. FrankB 
showed an Anatralian digger the two oimces of alluvial gold, and 
told him he could not yet give a positive opinion as to the payable 
nature of the fields till the report of the OommiBsion was made 
up the digger asked, " Do you know that this gold was found in 
this country ? " Answer : " Yes." " Did you see it got out ? " 
"Yes." Can youtell me where itcamefrcHu?" "Yes." "Then," 
courteously rephed the d^ger, " may angels in their softest whis- 
pers breathe blessings on the invaluable documentary evidence yon 
graciously design for us, but in the interim the precious metal yon 
have deigned to exhibit more than suffices for your devoted and 
humble servant," [P.S. — I have some suspicion that the digger 
used other words, and that ears polite would not thank me for re- 
cording them too faithfully.J We also heard that gold had been 
found on a ferm called Biltong Fontein, between Makapan's Poort 
and Matlalas hill. On the 4th we reached ^acharias de Beer's 
tana, and breakfested with a friend of Mr. Leathem's, when Mr. 
Dyason agreed to bring down a wagon load of the quartz to Pre- 
toria for £12. As we rode on, with the Waterbei^ on our left, I 
asked Mr. Leathern how he proposed to send the qoartz home, and 
finding him in doubt I offered to send it to our Company, request- 
ing them to have it assayed by Johnson and Mattheys, of London, 
so that we might have a chance of estimating the wealth that lies 
hid under the ragged hills of South Africa. 

Passing through Oesterhuysens poort, we tnmed to the left from 
the direct road, crossed the Klein JJylstroom, or little NOe, and 
reached the town of Nylstroom before sunset. Another nule and 
three quarters brought us to the hcapitoble house of Mr. Verdoom, 
where we spent the night, and found the latitude 24'40'51 S,, that 
ofNylstroom atMr. Van Nispin's house being 24-42*30 S. Mr. 
Verdoom told us that from the top of Krantz Kop we might see 
Moselekatze's Nek, Hang Klip, andWakkerstroom Ml, and it would 
well repay the trouble of the ascent to get so extensive a set [of 
bearings. The skeleton of a rhinoceros still remains on the top, 
these animals, like the elephant, being able to climb any path that 
a man can. 

He says the ruins of an old town, perhaps Portuguese, are 
100 miles fi-om Marabastadt, and abont east-north-east or due 
east from Duvenage's. He has been near, but not quite to the 
place, and brought away three bricks pitched out by the Kafirs. It 
is said the Kafirs used likewise bricks themselves, but this seems 
at variance with the superstitious awe they are said to entertain for 
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the place. The Eev. Mr. MereuBky had an intention of visiting it, 
but had not yet succeeded. He pointed out the interest that 
would attach to the discovery of the church or any puhiic buildings, 
and any treaBure or rehc that might be found in the ruins. The 
chance of finding snch relics would of course be greatly affected by 
the degree of haste with which the inhabitants abandoned their 
town. If they removed leisurely they wonld take nearly every- 
thing with them, while in a fright like that of the " Noche Triste" 
valuables of all kinds would be lost and left. When I was in Jette, 
in 1859 I saw the font, the holy water cistern, the im^ea and 
furniture of the deserted church at Zumbo, and these are still care- 
fully preserved and used in proeeBBions on Good Friday, Easter, and 
other holidays. I may add that I look with great interest to the re- 
discovery of the sites of the old Portuguese trading stations, for we 
know that they dealt rather largely in gold collected by the natives, 
and all the native evidence we posses goes to prove that stations or 
houses were built wherever the natives could most easily collect gold, 
whether crushed out from the quartz by hand labour or gathered 
from alluvial deposits. 

On the 4th we turned more east and reached Zacharias de Beer's 
Bumamed " pure gyft," or rMik poison, on account of the quantity of 
Makbouw or cattle poison that grows on his farm, and also to dis- 
tii^fuish him from " Zakrees." On the other side Nylstroom, one 
of the famOy very obligingly offered to accompany us to Krantz 
Kop. Three of our cart horses were equipped with borrowed 
saddles. We rode to the foot of the hill, tied them to a tree 
and climbed by one of the few passes to the top, 250 feet by 
aneroid from where we left the horses, and 350 feet above the 
level of the honse. The long range of the Magahesbei^ was 
visible in the red light of the setting sun, and what we took 
for Derde poort bore 223 d^;rees from north and Moselekatses' Kek 
233 (variation 25 west). Heavy clouds come on as we returned, 
but I • obtained an observation of one star, which gave the latitude 
of the house 24"82-37 S. The famOy took great interest in the 
mechanism of the ti-ochiameter, the sextant, and other instra- 
mentB, and seemed liberally free from the prejudice frequently 

■ My compass is marked with degrees all Tonsd fiom zero ot nortli to 
360 : thus east is 90, Bonth 180, west 270, and north xb zero or 3flO, and it is 
mucb handier than oonuting b; points. Suppoee for instanoe I wished to 
note W.N.W. ) W., double the amonnt of writing is reqoiied i£ letteri are 
use^, to say nothing of the risk of mifltaking afterwords the hastily written. 
W for an N. 
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•entertamed against obserrationfl. They were also anxious for 
the success of the gold fields, and very wisely considered that 
the Boer's sonrce of wealth was in his com and grazing lands, 
and that his shaie of the good fortune must be the profit on 
«uch produce as he could sell to the diggers, as it has proved 
to be in the diamond fields. On the 6th we rode along the 
Maghaliquain or "Fierce Crocodile" river, which has acquired 
the name of Nylstroom, or the River Nile, in a somewhat 
' isingolar manner. It is well known that in the earliest migrations • 
■of the Dutch Boers from the Cape Colony they entertained hopes 
of being able to reach the Beloofte land, i. e, the promised land or 
Canaan. The heaps of stones, collected by the Kafir women when 
they clear a field for cultivation, and which remain long after that 
field has reverted to its primitive condition as part of the wilderness 
were supposed to be monuments pUed up by the children of Israel, 
who, if this evidence is to be received, must be supposed to have 
come as far south as the frontier of Albany daring their forty years 
wanderings. And when the avowed Jerusalem trekkers or pil- 
grims came to the M^haliqnain and found it flowir^ north, they 
at once christened it the Nile, and fondly hoped it would lead them 
down into Egypt, whence they conld easily reach the Beloofteland. 
We crossed the Nile at Moord or Moordenaar's drift, and out- 
spanned near the market. tree, in latitude 24'16'23 ; long, approx, 
SO'IC'O. We turned to the right of my former road, and about 
7.45 P.M. reached the first house in the village of Pieter Potgieter's 
Rnat, deserted rather more than two years before in consequence of 
wars with the natives. We turned the horses loose, and, as it 
rained, took possession of the house to cook our cofi'ee for supper, 
but spread our blankets and slept outside for fear of fleas. The 
house which belonged to the late Carl Smidt (drowned in Pienaars 
river) was rather tastefully decorated (one of the inhabitants hay- 
ing baen a painter), bat it looked rather oat of keeping to see 
granita pillars and arches painted on mud walls already crumbling 
to decay ; the lat. came out 24'Il-85, probably nearer 24-12. 
Next morning we had a delicioas feed off all the figa we could find 
in the garden, no other frnit being yet ripe. Just before the house 
were the foundations of a church, never yet completed, and the 
ruins of a red brick fort, with bastions and loop-holes quite suffi- 
cient as a defence against musketry. But, however bravely farmers 
might be willing to defend their town, the impossibility of guard- 
ing large herds of cattle from being driven off by savages from * 
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tiieir wide-apread grazing veldt, compels them to retreat when sol- 
diers with no property to look after would defend themselves. 

Makapan's village ia about two miles north-west npon a m|^^ 
hill, and a Kafir armed with a gnn came from it and told mb he 
was in charge of the houses. We asked him why, in that case, he 
had allowed them to be bnmed, and their doors and fittings des- 
troyed, till not one except that which we occnpied was covered 
with a roof. We passed through the main street bordered by per- 
haps ten or a dozen roofless ruined houses, and then turned more 
east through the mountains, and again north-east up a branch of 
the rivulet that runs past the town and saw that the Kafirs had 
destroyed the water furrow that irrigated the gardens. 

While passing up the mountain valley of this rivulet we began 
to observe strata of clay slate and reefs of quartz in the mountain 
sides. And one sharp peak and then another which we conclnded 
to be those of the Yzerberg or Iron mountain appeared before a& 
on the right of the valley. As we passed beneath them they assamed 
the appearance of a long camel backed rit^e, but again became 
sharp peaks when we could look back and see them end oa. 
The mountain as its name implies is an immense mass of iron ore 
which the natives have quarried for ^es past, and the holes they 
have dug are visible as dark spots upon its sides, the Sarveyors say 
it affects the compass for a radius of fully ten mUes. Button hill 
on the west side of Eersteling, Mr. Button's &rm where the gold 
diners are, became visible to the south as we passed out of the 
point, and Marabas mountain was seen to the North-east right 
ahead. We passed a deserted honse on the Farm Turf Fontein 
(which also is now stated to be auriferous), and leaving the moun- 
tain on our right reached Marabastad, a long street with some 
five or six white houses, some thatched and flat roofed ou one side 
of it. A heavy shower came on and in the absence of the owner we 
took shelter in the house of Mr. Ooodwin, the duties of hospitahty 
being well attended to by his servant. Do Venage lives 18 miles 
to the north and has the best known road through the Tsetse ; he 
crosses the Lunpopo at Commando drift, meetu^ only one 
patch of fiy which he rides through in the night. The night was 
veiy clou^ and I had great difficulty in getting observations of 
two stars which gave latitude as under. 

"A Tauri Aldebanto " observed altitude, 90-37-0 ; lat., 23-58-59i 
"A Ononis Betelgnese" observed altitude, n7-21'30; lat.,23-58'2; 
Index error 2' minus; mean latitnde,23'58'15; nefoondspecnla- 
tion ri& as to the existence of payable gold, and the consequent 
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effect on the value of land ; even now farms which might have been 
bought six months before for two oxen have been taken up by 
speculators for £15 hard cash {British sterling),* and are now 
valued by hundreds or thousands of pounds, in fact, if nothing what- 
ever is known respecting the auriferous properties of a farm the 
very uncertainty causes the owner to place a higher and fictitious 
value on it, because it may be worth any money. 

"We left a Lttle before nine on the 8th, keeping south, and roimding 
the southern end of Marabas Hill, where Mr, Leathern halted the 
■cart a little while. I climbed two or three of the spars and found 
quartz ore indications pretty well m^ked in several places ; then 
taming west south-west over a beautiful undulating country, 
.studded here and there with mimosa groves, and shewing glimpses 
of white quartz reefs shining through the verdant herbage, we 
reached Mi. Button's house on his farm Eersteling, about eleven. 
We were kindly welcomed by him and Mrs. Button, and were 
fortunate in being just in time to see some very beautiful specimens 
of gold quartz, which were already packed to be sent to the 
■diamond fields ; some of these were very rich, and a few, collected 
by Mrs. Button, exceedingly so, A regular network of gold 
-standing out in high relief all over the stones, and looking like 
■a filagree of gold thread, rather than a natural production. In 
fact, I believe, Mrs. Button had selected a few pieces to set as a 
brooch and pendants just as they came from the reef, and besides 
■these, there was an ounce of alluvial gold purchafied from one of 
the diggers. 

After breakfast — such as a well stocked up country farm can 
produce, and a hungry traveller can do ample justice to — we went 
to see the working. 

Close to the house, in a deep gnlly of rich brown soil, with a 
.small rill dammed up to contain the water, were two cradles, and 
-across another branch of the rivulet, in a broad grassy valley, 
were half-a-dozen holes side by side like newly made graves ; they 
were eight or nine feet deep, heaps of aoO lay near them ready for 
Trashing, and from these the two ounces of gold I saw in. Pretoria 
Jiad been extracted. 

On Saturday, the 9th, a committee meeting of the diggers, with 
Mr, Bntton as gold commissioner, was held, for the purpose of 



*S.B.— No person will take a promiasory note eioept it ia Bpeclally stated 
-that pajpaent U to be made in BritlBti Hteiling, because the debtor would 
probably pay in Blue backs, and coll them the Bterling of tbe Trans- Vatd. 
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fi'aming rc^lationB for the general guidance, and the following- 
series of resolutions was passed : — 

1st. — That all business and correspondence be c'onducted in 
English. 

2nd. — That tho section of the law proliibiting a digger to trans- 
fer his claim without giving notice to the commisaioner be rescinded.. 

3rd. — That dry claims, up., claims situated at a distance from 
gulhes or water-courses, be thirty feet square, 

4th. — That not more than four adjoining claims be held by one- 
company. 

5th. — Prospecting claims to be increased in size by distance from 
any known company — ^nz,, half mUe, double! one mile, treble r 
over four miles, quadruple. 

On Saturday, !)th, a committee meeting of the diggers, with 
Mr. Button as gold commissioner, in the chair, was held, for the- 
purpose of iraniing requisitions for the general guidance. It 
was decided that not more than four adjacent claims should be- 
held by any one company, and that no claim should be more than 
100 feet along the reef, and 100 feet on each side, i.e. 100- 
feet z. 200. 

Sunday, 10th, we walked out a few miles south towards Riet 
Fontein, passing several reefs and outcroppings of quartz — the 
diggers all seemed hopeful, but considered it too soon yet to say 
positively that they had found a payable field — meaning by this, a 
field on which an individual dt^er, without capital, could reckon,. 
with confidence, on earning good wages. On Monday Mr. Dyason 
arrived with his wagon, and we loaded up more than a ton of 
quartz. No selection was made, more than would have been 
considered proper if we had been sending the qnartz to a crushing 
machine upcm the spot, in fact, the only care taken was to choose 
quartz presenting, at first sight, a tolerably good appearance, that 
which was most deeply coloured red or yellow ferruginous tints 
having the preference. There was no time to examine whether- 
each piece contained gold, though we saw specks in sevenJ as they 
were passed into the wagon. I wished to pack it in skin bags, bnt 
no skins were obtainable. Mr. Button promised to send me, ^ 
Pretoria, a hundred weight of selected quartz, to be forwarded to 
England for assay. He named the reef Natalia ; and was employed 
most of the day m levelling ground, and placing sluice boxes to 
carry water fix>m a dam in the western spruit to a gold cradle;. 
there was a long torn at work in the rivulet, just below tfhe dam 
and cascade, formed by a moss of clay slate, tilted up at an angle- 
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of forty-five degrees. One of the allavial diggers found an egg 
shaped nngget, abont an inch long. 

We had another very pleasant musical evening ; and the latitude 
of the house, by three good stellar observations, came out, as 
nnder : — 



"A Eridani, Achemar," alt.. 112'28*10 
"A Tauri, Aldebaran," „ 99'19'50 
"A Ononis, Betelgnese," „ 117- 8'50 



lat., 24-6-2: 
„ 24-7- ■ 



3] 72-20-17 

Index error 2, minns. 

Mean latitude south 24-6'51 
On Tuesday morning Mr, Button, as gold commissioner, gave 
me a letter referring to the laws already passed, and offering to 
guhmit to the Government any proposal I might have to make, 
and to recommend them to favour the introduction of capital into 
their country by the establishment of such companies as ours. At 
three p.m, we put our horses to, and while Mr. Leathern rode to 
Marabaatadt Mr. McHattie Woodhouse and I drove over by a 
short cut, and took possession of the deserted house. It was 
destitute of doors or windows, but some of our own countrymen 
had ab-eady been showing their superiority to the aboriginal Boera 
by adorning the walls with specimens of caligraphy, not remarkable 
for refinement or delicacy. I spent a spare half hour in sketching 
the remarkable petdis of the Yzerberg or iron mountain, where 
Maraba was kiUed by a party of kaal (or naked) Kafirs some years 
back. Mr. Leathern arrived late, and about noon on Wednraday 
we met at Peter Potgieta-'s Rust several diggers oufoot, and others 
with w^ons bound for the gold fields. The rough roads and 
rapid motion affected the trochiameter, and I therefore adopted the 
pltm of counting the revolutions of the wheel per minute, which, 
by an easy calculation, gives the rate in miles per hour. At night 
a succession of heavy showers flooded the country and drenched 
us to the skin. On Thursday we reached Zacharias (pronounced 
Zakrees)de Beer's, called "ondeboetthie" (old brother) to distinguish 
hun from Zakrees Puregyft, and Mr. Scott invited me to his &rm 
to meet the brothers Main and a Califomitm miner, who had been 
prospecting and had found satisfactory evidence of mineral riches 
in the country, but had not as yet made a pile for themselves. The 
next day we reached Pretoria, and in due time the qnartz followed, 
and was duly handed over at the house of our hospitable friend, 
A. Brodrick, 
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At Pretoria we learned that Capt, F, Elton and some other 
gentlemen, deputed by merchanta in Natal, had passed to the 
north-east, taking what is conmionly called the "Pan route," 
because travellers depend for their supply of water on a number of 
shallow pans which are filled during the rains, but become very 
scanty in the diy season. 

A few days later Mr. Leathern received from Mr. W. H. Evans 
of D'Urban, a letter, containing a series of questions respecting th 
gold fields, and as this form of interrogatioa compelled me to put 
my information into a more practical form than that of a journal, 
I think it advisable to give the questions here — each followed by 
its respective answer. 

nUrhan, Dec. 9, 1871. 
W. Leathern, Esq., Pretoria. 

Sir, — After Nov. 4th, I finished assaying 20 lb. weight of the 
quartz that came down from Mr. J. D. £ock to Messrs. SneU and 
Co. The yield was an average of 6 oz. 5 dwfc. 1 gr. to the ton of 
quartz, a capital per centage, which, if borne out by larger quanti- 
ties, will be the making of the Trans-Vaal. Four oz. of the 
quartz (selected) gave G^ grs., or equal to 122 oz. to the ton, but 
3 to 6 ozs. would pay well enough. 

Now, as to alluvial gold,, we are very much in the dark 
here, and I will tell you what we want to know immediately 
What is the kind of chmate ? Is the fly there ? Is it a fever 
country ? 

AirewEK. 
The climate is tolerably good, the farm being high up on the 
slope of the mountains, forming the watershed between the Water- 
berg and Zoutpansberg districts. Some of the higher parts have 
almost the appearance of Znurveldt, but I cannot class them so, 
because, as far ss I have been, mimosas grow and horses arc said 
to thrive. Eersteling seems to be on the boundary between the 
two, where a patch of Znurveldt may be converted into sweet by 
keeping cattle on it, while if neglected it may revert to its origi- 
nal condition. It is well known that sweet veldt oxen suffer if 
taken to the coarse rank grass of the Znurveldt, while Znurveldt 
oxen will live almost anywhere. I cannot tell exactly how high 
Eerstehng is, having no spuit for my boiling point apparatus, but 
my little aneroid stood at 2e"45, which, allowing for its general 
rate, I believe to be equal to about 3,800 feet. I had no thermo- 
Ineter, but I guessed the temperature at 80' or 85" at noon, and 
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50" or GO" at night, which is a very healthy range for Decomber, 
or the South African midsnnimer. In the wint«r I should think 
the mJTiiTTinni wonld often be down to 27' about daybreak. 

There is no fly. Probably the country is clear for forty or sixty 
miles north — say nearly to the Limpopo — and perhaps forty miles 
eaat, bat perBons travelling must seek for the latest information on 
this point when approaching the borders of a Tsetse country, 

A hunter, named Andries Du Venage (proaomiceiJ DeTenaar) 
knows a safe road to the northward, where the belt of fly country 
is so narrow that it may be crossed in two hours of night travel- 
ling. The fly leaves a country if the game is driven out or the 
bush cut away, but returns if the conditions again become favour- 
able to its existence. 

Fever. — I do not think there ia much danger at Eersteling, but 
lower down the river, where I should look for alluvial gold, there 
is undoubtedly more risk, especially in the summer months. I 
should say it is not safe to go lower than 2,000 feet above the sea 
before the end of May, or to i-emain there later than the middle of 
September. A broken country at a low level will, however, be less 
dangerous than a flat one at a higher, because there is a chance of 
living on the heights above the pestiferous exhalations which fill 
the valleys. 

In all cases new comers are in more danger than seasoned tra- 
vellers, and stout persons of a ftill habit of body, even though 
strong and accustomed to labour, are in greater peril than those 
who are thin and wiry. In the dry season, or winter, the coantiy 
is tolerably safe ; but in the summer raina never camp in 
hoUows or close by rivera, in nice little groves of palm or mimosa. 
Get up on bleak barren stony hillocks, where the water runs off, 
and the wind whistles freely round you. 

Watch in the early morning for the line pf white mist that Uea 
in the river bed, and always sleep above it — all poisonous malaria 
is heavier than common air and lies low in the hollows. The 
Portuguese on the Zambesi know this so well that they always 
build on an elevation, and use the basement of their houses only 
as store rooms. In some cases the elevation of a few feet may save 
a man from fever. 

Take quinine and opening medicine, and never neglect the first 
headache or ronghness of the tongue. The Rev. Mr. AUison told 
■ me to give Kafirs five or six grains of tartar emetic as soon as they 
comphiined of headache or of nausea, and put them off work for 
the day, and I have followed his advice with good results. 
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People of delicatG constitution should wear flannel next the rkin, 
and never remain at rest I'or any length of time with the clothes 
diimp, or with wet boots or socks. It will do a man no hanii to 
work with wet feet, but to deep without changing wet socks or 
garments is another matter. 

Is there abun-danee of water for aUuvidl icashmg and for housc- 
hold and agrkullieral isvrposes ? 

This question is rather hard to answer. The country is u-ell 
watered for household and ^;ricultural purposes ; but supposing 
that any large alluvial deposits should be found some thousands of 
diners would make very heavy demands on each rivulet. In the 
rainy season, from November tiU May or June, there will be plenty 
of water all over the country, then the supply will decrease, but 
wiU never fail, except in some very dry localities. If an extra 
demand is anticipated much of the water could be saved by dams 
in various places, where strata of clay slate, tilted at different 
angles, or dykes of granite, run across the bed of the rivulets. 

Zeelcoe gaafen (hippopotamus pools) form naturally in level 
reaches, and clever engineers might be able to make imitations of 
them. The Boers lead out water to irrigate their land in furrows 
of great length; there is one at Mooi river two miles long. Her- 
manus Kas, or Slim Hennanus, at Roode Kop, Krokodil drift, has 
a dam which raises the water of the Limpopo sixteen feet, and 
leads the water out in a viaduct over two deep gullies to irrigate 
his farm. Some of the rivulets seem to have subterraneous 
outlets, and dams will only raise them to a certain level. Some 
rivers are subterranean for many miles, as those in the hmeatone 
caverns of "Wonder Fontein, which is beheved to flow to the Mooi 
river. 

/a there pJenlij of Umber for buildinff jmrposes, ^c, to be cut up 
by steam power into planks ? 

About the level of Eersteling, and perhaps two or three hundred 
feet above it, there ia a very fair sprinkling of mimosa of good 
size, also mamea trees, and boeken bout below it. There will be 
kameel doom, and various kinds of acacia and mimosa, haak doom, 
wagh-een-bietje, and knopjes doom. The latter excessively hard 
and tough — all good for different kinds of wagon work. But real 
large timber must be sought in Hout Bosch Berg, about thirty-six 
miles north by west. Mr. Leathern speaks of fine large forests, 
with all kinds of wood for bnUding and wagon making thirty or 
forty miles away. Most of the Boers keep plank enough in their 
houses to make their coffins ; and I once unintentionally offended a 
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portly Baas by offering to buy, for boat building, the plank he was 
saving for bis dood Msl. 
Is the eounlri/ com producing ? Would a mill be required f 
The.conntrycan produce the finest quality of com in abundance. 
At such an elevation above the aea the climate is cool enough for 
all the English cereals, and most of our fraite j while at lower 
levels all kinds of sub-tropical delicacies can be raised. If a 
large population come in, new tracts will be laid under cultivation- 
The Diamond Fields have already stimnlated the farmers, and much 
new ground is put under the plough. A Boer does not like to 
enlarge the fields he has once fenced in, indeed, very often natural 
obstacles prevent this, but he will break ground in a new place, and 
if he cannot cultivate both, will sell the first, or give it to a son or 
relative. At present there are water-mills enough, and Boer's 
meal, in plenty, can be supphed at Marabastad, A sudden rush of 
d^gera caneea a demand to which the regular supply is unequal, 
and prices rise very high, but when they depart the old standard 
prevails again. A permanent increase of population will make 
more mills necessary. Peaches, apples, pumpkins, onions, &c., are 
dried by the Boers, and are a very convenient provision for travellers. 
Tobacco of tolerable quahty is grown plentifhUy. 

What i? the nature of tfw soil at tJw alluvial diggings at Eersteling ? 

The soil is soft, and of a dark red, or rich brown colour, with 
quartz and other pebbles j the rivulets dming the rainy season cut 
ravines ten or twenty feet deep. I beheve the bed rock ia clay 
slate, and Mr. Button considers the billfi around to be of meta- 
morphic slate ; the Tzerberg being five or six miles away, is, as its 
name implies, of iron, the natives quarry it for ore, and the 
surveyors say it affects the compass for ten or twelve miles, as 
we before observed. Below Eersteling the soil is said to be sharper, 
and more sand and gravel is mixed with it. 

Are the alluvial diggings easy of access; open, or dov;7i deep de- 
clivities, rocks, &c, f 

The alluvial diggings are in a small sprait, or rivulet, which has 
cut a ravine ten or twenty feet deep for itself, about a hundred yards 
westward of the house j in this ravine a, sudden flood might cause 
the diggers to suspend operations for a day or two, but in the open 
valley the work need not be interrupted ; there is not the slightest 
difficulty of access. 

What is the probable extent of these, alluvial deposits ? 

At the time I was there they were known to extend about three 
miles down Eersteling rivulet. In the ravine of the little streamlet 
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next the honBC there were two cradles, and I believe they never 
worked without finding something, a few grains or pennyweights in 
the day, two or three small nng^ets abont three qnarters of an inch 
long were found during our stay. On the morning I made a sketch 
of the cradles, gold was obtained ; other men were prospecting with 
the pan, looking out their claims rather than actually working. It was 
then about the end of the dry season, and the stream had to be 
dammed back for a day or two to collect water. Across the stream 
west of the house are the pits, from which the two ounces of gold 
shown in Pretoria were extracted. There were six or eight aide by 
side, each about three feet wide, eight long and eight or ten deep, 
with heaps of rich brown alluvial soil lying by them ready to be 
washed. They are in a broad grassy valley coming from the west, and 
forming a " Nek " over low hills. Natalia reef crosses the rivnlet 
hardly 100 yards north of them. Somewhat more to the westward 
Mr. Button's party were working on the reef, and still further on we 
found the main rivulet to be a tolerably strong stream. Mr. Button 
had made a dam, and was pulling in sluice boxes to wash the soU from 
the pits. I was sorry we could not stay to see the result. The alluvial 
deposit is found to be rather thin, and to practical diggers the gcdd 
and soil in which it is found has not the appearance of alluvium 
carried from 6. great distance and waterwom in transit, but has 
probably been disintegrated from the Natalia reef close at hand. 

Further down the river the nature of the soil changes. At 
Venters gold was found in the latest alluvial deposit of sand, gravel, 
and qnartz or other pebbles at abont two feet deep. At Dupree's 
farm a sinking of about 20 feet was made, the soil being dark clay 
sandstone mica schist, and alluvial water worn gravel ivith particles 
of quartz, sandstone, clay slate, and pipe clay in mixed clays. On 
bed rocks of hard sandstone or granite gold was found in small 
quantities at every prospect. The diggers seemed to think that 
this (say three miles below Eersteling) held out feir hope of the 
discovery of a payable "tme alluvial" deposit when the district 
. should be properly prospected. 

At the time of my visit there were probably thirty persons on or 
near Eerstehng, of whom about twenty might be classed as miners 
more or less skilful. Among these the party near the house found 
about ten ounces of gold ; the others found some, but I am not 
able to state the quantity. My friend Mr. Biles, an elephant hunter 
had joined a party of Australians ; they described to him the in- 
dications he ought to look for, and he being well accustomed to 
scour large tracts of country, rode out day by day " to seek his 
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fortane," Most of the di^ere, howerer, were men of little or no 
capital, and could not afford the time and eipenae neceaaary for 
prospecting bo extenBive a conntiy ; and the diamond fields offering 
greater and more immediate advanti^es, most of them returned 
thither, and the aUnvial fields that may exist in the vicinity of 
Eersteling or Marabastadt are as yet undeveloped. Besides these 
few really hard-working men, a number of others with neither the 
skill to seek gold, nor the enei^y to work for it, arrived from time 
to time, and not finding the precious metal spangling the earthat 
their very feet returned disgusted and disappointed, after doing the 
smalleat possible amount of work. The following extracts are 
from a letter, quite a gem in its way : — 

"Sept. 19,1872. 

"Dear , I arrived on the 1 5th and struck work yesterday. 

There is simply nothing — it is an abominable swindle. In a short 
time there will be a serious war with the natives ; therefore I shaU 
try Mid hurry on to Pretoria." 

The letter needs no comment. The inteUigent reader will see at 
once that the man who loses heart after working part of three 
days and hurries off to Pretoria for fear of a war which has not 
happened to this day, must belong to the class of persons who are 
not fit to take part in prospectmg a wild country, mhabited by 
jealous and suspicious natives. Other men more fortunate or per- 
severing have fonnd gold in dnst, and nnggets of several penny- 
weights, md though Eersteling cannot yet be caUed a payable allu- 
vial field, there is good reason to believe that when the rivers 
(which flow both north and south from a country studded with 
auriferous quartz reefe) are thoroughly searched it will be found 
better entitled to that name. 

What is the nature and kind of rock m which the quartz reefs 
are found f 

The reef " Nataha," on Mr. Button's fenn, Eersteling, is in 
dose proximity to clay slate, and appears to be cased with talcose 
schist and decomposed sandstone uid slate ; its direction is from 
about S. W. 1^ W. to N. E. by E. (true bearing) with a dip to the 
north-west. It runs across the gully in which the gold was fomid, 
north-west of the house, and re-appears in the same line on the 
hill to the east. From what I saw I should think it extended the 
beat part of a mile. The only part I saw actually worked was 
between the two branches of the rivulet, 200 or 800 ^rds west of 
the house where Mr. Ash and a gang of Kafirs had taken off the 
rock capping of disintegrated ferruginons quartz, plentifully specked 
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or filagreed with gold for about twenty feet in length. The reef 
w&s aboat three feet wide (in some places it is four), and at about 
three feet depth they had reached the solid stone. Captain Elton, 
who had visited it Kime days after me, had no donbt of its being a 
main reef, and that opinion was held by most of the diggers, al- 
though some thought it might be a mere " Wow off" from a rock 
reef yet to be found. And here, for the sake of conciBenesB, I 
may as well trace the history of this reef to the present time, re- 
turning afterwards to the cbronolc^lcal succession of events which 
it may be proper to lay before the reader. 

Shortly after I had left Mr. Button resigned his office of gold 
commissioner, and arrived in Pretoria, en route for England, with 
a wagon load of rich quartz, of which he very generously gave me 
lOO lbs., as a sample for the information of our company. Some 
other samples were shewn to Mr. Augnst Grette, the well tmown 
Swedish miner of the Tati, who was then at Pot^be&troom, uid 
the letter in which he expressed his opinion of them is so terse and 
to the point that it can hardly be abbreviated. 

" Potchefairoom, 20lh December, 1871. 

" Dbab SiE, — At your request I have carefdly exammed the ore 
or quartz which came from the new gold fields, and it is certainly 
the best sample that I have seen in South A&ica. It is as good aa 
some of the best I have seen in Australia, where I have had many 
years experience. I am quite certain, it has been t^en &om the 
ont croppii^ (gossings) or fr^m the cap of a very rich reef on oi 
aesa the surface. 

" The ore contains a great deal of iron, and is rich in gold. The 
latter is of a very good quaHty, and is ronnmg through the ore in 
all shapes and angles ; it is not confined to any pariiicular part of 
the ore. I have known this kind of quartz give a much better 
return than even men of experience expected. 

" The alluvial gold, of which I have seen about l^oz., is also of a 
very good quahty, somewhat honey combed, and it is quite certain 
the gold has been deposited in the allnvimn through the decom- 
position of rich quartz reefe near the place. The aUuvial gold does 
not indicate much of a golden lead, but rich quartz mines. 

" As I have not been on the place I cannot tell whether the sur- 
rounding formation indicates a rich alluvial gold field, but my 
intention is to visit it. — I am, &c., Aug. Greite." 

Durh^ Mr. Button's absence Mr. Ash and Mr. Pigg were left 
working the reef, and one great advant^ they had was that it 
had never been stripped in old times by Mashonas, hut the whole 
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capping of rich friable disintegrated quartz laden with its gold 
was left to be eaeUy quarried by them with the simple took they 
possessed and a few Eafir labourers, and on tho SOth March, 1872, 
Mr. Ash wrote : — 

" We commenced sinking two or three deep shafts adjacent to 
the reef for the purpose of examining it below, but after getting 
down abont SO feet water came in, and having no pump we were 
compelled most unwillingly" to desist, 

" The rich lead discovered by Mr. Button on the western ex- 
tremity of the reef, a portion of which he has with him, continues, 
hut the escaTation on the surface whenever the stone is taken is 
also full of water, so that it cannot be worked at present. 

" I believe tho whole of the stone on the reef, ihim end to end, 
taken as it comes, will pay for crushing, without taking into 
consideration the rich beds which are occasionally met with. 

" Mr. Pigg has discovered a good bed which continued near 
the eastern outcrop, and will probably yield several ounces to 
the ton. 

" I have found near the reef, and running parrallel with it, about 
800 yards west of the guDy, a lai^ quantity of stone with lots of 
gold in. I thought at first it was another reef, bnt I am inclined 
to think it is loose stone dislo^;ed from the Natalia. We intend 
stripping the cap off the reef, and feel certfun of Ughting on some- 
thing very rich. 

" Next post I purpose sending to Mr. Button twenty or thirty 
OBB. of reef gold. Nearly half of which have been obtained by 
grinding the qnartz with a hand stone on a slab, as £afirs grind 
their snuff. This is a very slow and tedious process, and the Kafirs 
do not hke it, aa it hurts thek hands ; they can grind from 100 to 
150 lbs of stone in a week. This shews by what primitive means 
we are able to get gold. Mr. Pigg has mounted a large boulder, 
bnt it is unwieldy, and he gets on badly. A tree is bolted acroes 
the top, and two Kafirs ride see-saw on it, while he feeds it with 
small pieces of quartz, and another man brushes the fragments 
under the stone to be crushed finer. What we want is machinery, 

" I compute the yield of the 2,000 lbs. of quartz, Mr. Button 
has taken with him, at 120 to 150 oz." 

Mr. Button arrived in Pieter Maritzbni^ about March, 1872, 
and shortly after sailed for England, leaving ISO lbs. of refuse 
quanz with his father-in-law, Mr. Marshall, who succeeded, with 
very rude appliances, in extracting five OJa. of pnre gold fi^m it ; 
being roughly at the rate of above seventy-five ozs, to the ton, and 
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this coincided most remarkably with the assays made in London, 
for when letters aiTived from Mr. Button, the following certificate 
of assay was fumiahed ua : — 

Assay Office and Laborator'es, 

Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 

July 20/A, 1872. 
Certificate of product of two parcels of gold quartz — 
lcasemarkedB.S.GroBS 1 13 
Tare 18 

Nett 3 5 — ^produced metallic gold 3.260oz. 
Quality of gold — gold, 900 ; silver, 076 ; equal to fine gold, 73 oz. 
6 dwts. 21 grs. to the ton of 20 cwt. 
1 marked P. taken from case marked B. 18 Gross 10 6 
Tare 9 
Nett 3 25 — pro- 
duced metallic gold, 3.17S oz. 

Quality of gold — gold, !)12 ; silver, 080 ; equal to fine gold, 59 
oz. 10 dwt. 2 grs. in the ton of 20 cwt, 

(Signed) Johnson & Sons, 
Assayers to the Bank of England, H. M.'s Mint, and 

Council of India. 
We were also glad to learn that Mr. Bntton had succeeded in 
forming a company, which was duly registered as — " The Trans- 
Yaal Gold Mining Company, Limited, with a capital of £50,000, 
in 5,000 shares of £10 each ; its object being to acquire by pur- 
chase an estate called Eersteling, in the district of Zoutpansberg, 
in the South African Republic, with the gold ree& mines aiu] 
bnildings belonging thereto. The subscribers who take ten shares 
each are — 

Messrs. H Sewell, 14, CopthaU Court ; Mr. H. SyraU, Alverst^ke; 
Hants ; H. E. Montgomerie, 17, Gracechurch-street, ship owner ; 
A. R. Roche, 81, Pahneraton Buildings; F. A. Weatherley, 16, 
Lewes Crescent, Brighton ; J. Griffiths, 6, Royal Exchange Avenue i 
E. J, Burgess, Pitville House, St, James's Road, Brixton. 

Early in November, being then on my way to Port Elizabeth, I 
had the pleasure of meeting off East London, Mr, Button, who was 
retnming to Natal with a powerfol 12 stamp battery and suitable 
steam engine, and on my retnm in May 1873 one of my fellow 
TOyagers was Mr. Hambley, a mining engineer of considerable 
experience in South America, who was fiillowing him with a smaller 
crushing apparatus on the pneumatic principle. 
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A disease called red water, prevalent among onr cattle, rendered 
it difficult to obtain trangport, bat eomewhat later in the year the 
whole was transported and erected at Eersteling, where I believe it 
is now nearly nady to commence operations. 

The question of the extent of reef that might be held by one 
<:ompany had been serionsly discussed in the Yolks Eaad of the 
Trans Vaal. The alluTial grounds which could be worked by men 
possessii^ only a few tools were at onco thrown open, and there 
■was a disposition to do the same as far as practicable with rccf^, 
but as quartz crashing demands a large amount of capital for in- 
troduction of machinery it was evidently necessary to allow a, 
company to hold a larger extent of reef, and m the case of Mr. 
Button, who left the country and formed a company in England 
-on the nnderstandii^ that the whole of the ferm belonged to him 
iind his coadjutors, they conceded to the company the right to the 
"whole reef, for it would have been an evident injustice if Mr. 
Button, who had pioneered the way to the fortune of the Trans- 
Vaal, by first finding the gold aad then introducing capital and 
machinery to work it, had been deprived of any of the r^hts 
which were actually his when he entered into the agreement with 
his company." I trust before long we shall hear that his machinery 
is at work, and that the rich promise held out by the assay already 
mentioned is being fulfilled by the I^atalia Reef. 

Other Reefs. 

I have already mentioned that I saw other reefs on the farm, 
Eiet Fontein, south of Eersteluig, and also at Marabastad hills, 
to the north-east. Frospectors, singly or in small companies, were 
scattered abroad over the land, and several reefe of good promise 
were found, but for want of capital to carry on vigorous operations 
the unaided efforts of the miners were insnflicient to lead to any 
profitable result, A couple of enterprising young men, Messrs. 
Ouuningham and Lazenby, went up with two wagons and a set 
of machinery, constructed in Natal, but after a short trip returned, 
■disheartened, it is said, as much by the suspicions and jealousy of 
the natives, as from imy other cause. 

Another company was formed in D'Urban, my fi'iend Leathern 
taking a leading part in superintending the detaUs of the outfit, 
jind two or three of its members, led by Mr. Wood, an Australian 
miner, left D'Urban about the end of September, 1872, reach- 
ing Pretoria on the 18th October. In April, 1873, "the 
Leathern Young" gold company heard that Mr. "Wood had 
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foQild the lead in four places on the Marais' reef, Marabastad ; 
that he had sunk in two places t« the depth of thirty-five feet ; 
that at the lowest calculation he estimates that the quartz would 
yield ten ozs, to the ton, and that he had then, on the surface, quartz 
in which he considered there was gold to the value of at least £300 ; 
the directors had it in contemplation to send up a qnartz crusher. 

Eeefs in considerable nnmbers are known to exist iu the Water- 
be'.^, Zoutpanaberg, and Lydenburg districts, but until they are 
tested and proved auriferous, they do not call for special notice. 
A gold bearing reef is reported on the farm Waterfall, and the 
Griqnaland West Mining Company are said to entertain good hope 
of a reef near MacMac. 

Hoic did you get tlie quartz you are sending doivn ? From on& 
place, or several distant from each other ? Did you select tlie quartz 
shelving goM, or take it good and had as it came ? 

We took it from the heap out of the then only working of the 
Natalia reef, and from a depth of not more than thi-ee feet, some 
of it capping and some solid stone. The only care taken was t& 
send tolerably good looking qnartz. The wagon was loaded in 
less than three quarters of an hour, bo that there was no time to- 
inspect the pieces, though we saw gold in several. Hardly so 
much care was taken as would have been exercised in sending it to 
' a crushing mill on the spot. It is a (air average sample of the 
quartz then worked out of the reef. Of course rubbish would be 
rejected even in sending the quartz to the stampers, when they 
come into operation. 

WouM it be necessary at first to taJce vpfrom here slight loooden 
IntiMingsfor stores or dwelling houses, as is now being done to the 
Diamond Fields ? 

When alluvial di^ngs of any great estout are discoTered, it 
would be well for persona who can afford it and desire to have a 
dweDing without delay, to take up such houses. Galvanised iron 
would be more bui^lar proof ; but slight frame houses are never 
comfortable either in hot or cold weather or rain. Good tents are 
sufficient for the prospector, and are more handy to move ; and 
when he requires a more substantial residence it is generally easy 
enough to cut poles and build a wattle and daub house with a 
thatched roof Two hundred feet of galvanised iron would roof a 
room ten feet square, and allow projecting eaves enough to give a 
good shadow. If tolerably straight poles were chosen for the ridge 
pole and wall plates, the roof conld be put up at once, and the 
walls wattled or filled up with reeds or small poles at leisure. 
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Is it neceasari/ to take up provisions — say for twelve montM swj^ly 
— or can they be got at Pretoria or marer the fields 9 

Proviaiom of every kind may be bought at the stores in Pretoria, 
but it would be well for prospectors to take up groceries of every 
kind — sugar, tea, coffee, salt, pepper, mastard, vinegar, &c. All 
farm produce — such as com, Boer's meal, salt pork, dried finit, 
figs, apricots, peaches, Boer tobacco, peach brandy, vegetables, &c., 
can be bought from the farmers ; but if a rush' of diggers go in 
r.mong a few farmers, the demand is greater than the supply, and 
prices go up alarmingly ; meat especially becomes very scarce and 
dcOT. 

Would it he advisaile to lake up a small steam-em/ine, a pair of 
■mill stones for griitding corn, &c. ? 

Such an engine, ivith circular saw and mill stones, might be use- 
ful ; but is not absolutely necessary till population increases. A 
portable forge with carpenters', smiths', and miners' tools would be 
always useful. 

Would there be any diffimlfy wilh tfm natives ? Can tJwy be in- 
duced to work for wages, and at tvhat rate ? 

There are always rumours to alarm the timid ; but I do not 
apprehend any real difficulty with the natives. A fair-dealing man 
especially, if known to be English, can usually hire as many as he 
wants. Some of them will engage for money, some for beads, 
goals, or other articles. They mostly ask to work for guns, but it 
is against the Trans- Vaal law to give them any. 

Are the roads in condition to allow machinery to he carried over 
ihem, or how soon ivill they befit? 

During the rainy season, say from November till the end ot 
February, some parts of the roads are swampy, and the long turf 
flats are soft and unable to bear heavily laden wagons. In the 
dry season they are better ; wj^ns with 8,000 or 10,000 Ihs. of 
wool or more pass over them, and a caj^o of macliinery need not 
be heavier. 

Would there be any difficulty in people finding tlteir way? It is 
said a prospector lost himself for four days / 

It is easy enough to point out the road, but impossible to over- 
come the propensity of our countrymen to lose it. The " Dom- 
migheid" (stupidity) of "e'en Engclscheman" is proverbial among 
the Boers. Wherever diggings are established or even a number 
of persons are prospecting, vehicles pass to and fro and soon make 
a visible road. Kafirs are employed to carry the mails, and signs 
of trafBc are soon visible. There is httle or no danger to life by 
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n&tires ; but most of them ■nill give trouble by begging or pilfering. 
A firm Btraightforward bearing, with moderate liberality, ivill 
generally eecnre their Mendship and assistance. 

The remainder of the questions in Mr. Evans's letter have been 
answered under the foregoing heads ; but I may add a word of 
advice as to the kind of persons who are required to assist in the 
developement of our gold fields ; and first I must class men who 
have already a practical knowledge of eilier quartz or allu\"ial gold 
diggings, health, strength, and perseverance to carry on their work, 
and a little money to support them while engaged in prospecting ; 
and secondly, men who are willing to learn, not afraid to work, and 
capable of turning to other industrial pursuits, should they fail at 
gold digging. The blacksmith, the carpenter, and most other 
tradesmen in our colonies and the adjacent Republic and Free 
State, have in their own skill a source of wealth, perhaps not quite 
so rich, but certiunly less precarious than the fortune that may 
attend them at the gold diggings. 

To all who are in regular and remunerative employment I wonld 
say — connt well the cost before you quit a certainty for the hard 
work, hard fare, and many privations of a gold digger's life ; there 
are dazzling prizes in the lottery, but there are many blanks. And 
lastly, to those who, from weakness of body, indolence, or other 
causes, are unfit for, or averse to, regalar work at home, and who 
look npon the journey to the gold fields as an extended picnic, and 
sporting tour, where strange animals of all kinds arc to come and 
bo killed, said where, after luxmiatuig for a 'few weeks in al fresco 
enjoyment beneath the greenwood tree, some good fairy is to guide 
them to the spot where the glittering prize lies waituig to bo re- 
leased, I would mention that a friend of mine has to turn over 
perhaps a hundred boulders of all sizes, from a few pounds weight 
to half a ton, in the course of a day, and he thankful if he finds 
gold under some of them. To hawks, sharks, and ^niltures in 
human form, who have no intention of doing any honest work, 
but hope to drain off the profits of the real labourers by pandering 
to their lowest propensities, I have nothuig to say, except to offer 
my best wishes for their unsuccessful journey and speedy return to 
some more honest calling. Messrs. Faro and Co, have already 
tried on their little game, but finding the diggers — for the present 
fit least — like unto the deaf adder that stoppeth her ears, have re- 
trograded somewhat faster than they progressed, asseveratmg that 
the gold fields are a scU, a delusion, and a snare ! I-ong may they 
find them so. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY. 

T/w IHsfrkt of Lydenburg ani its Gold Fields. — MacMac. — 

Piifffima' Eest. — The Saabi Valltti/, 

CapaUUIij of the Counfry for Formaiion of Boada or Railways. — 

C&mparaiive Merits of Transport, — Vehicles mid Animals. 

Hordes to Mardbastadt, and Lydenburg. — Pretoria. — 

Wakke)-stroom. — Delagoa Bay, Jcc. 

IIt own sojourn in the Trans-Vaal ciuno to an end about the 
beginning of 18G1. Eat ere I left I rode over to our friend 
Hartley, at Thorndalc, to look up Jewell, and Gee, and get my 
wagon in order for the homeward journey, and there I had the 
pleasure of meeting Mr. Saunders, of Rockdale, who invited me 
to make a little detour southward, and visit the quartz reef on his 
place, on my way back to Pretoria. I found his house pleasantly 
situated in a sheltered valley, among the broken cliffy and ridges of 
the TVitte-waters, ronnd a range running parallel to, and southward 
of, the Magaliea bergen, and its highest portions at an altitude of 
about 4,500 to 4,800 teet, forming the watershed between the 
Bourees of the Limpopo and the tributaries of the Vaal-river. He 
had worked unsuccessfully upon the reef near his house, but more 
to the south-west in a little gorge shut in by clay slato rocks it had 



Digitized by Google 



102 FROQRESS OF DlBCOVEay. 

a more promising appearance. Asbestos waa found in small 
quantities on the farm, and I believe, may be obtained near 
Pretoria and Makapan's poort. Coal is brought from " Waterval " 
Eiver, and commonly nsed for household and smithy purposes. 

The covered cart was brought out, the horses put to, and 
striking to the eastward we reached Mynheer Groblcr's Farm, 
and turned south to sec the lead mine — or rather the orchises and 
fissures in the rock fmm which the lead ore had been excavated. 
The strata seemed altered and contorted by igneous action, "Wc 
found some very fine specimensof galena and bluish slaty stone, also 
galena in which there was crystalline quartz, which easily broke into 
small fragments, besides these we saw traces of copper and small 
pieces of malachite. The works were on a very limited scale, and, 
I believe, enough had been done to prove that good useful lead 
could be procured when the young man who had charge of the 
works died. 

Some of the lead ores firom the Republic, when assayed at home 
gave C2 per cent, of lead, and 31 oz. 11 grs. of silver to the ton 
of ore. 

A piece from E. Potgieter's, Groote Marico, ^sayed by Mr. 
Hubner, mining engineer and assayer, gave 9^ oz. of silver to the 
ton of ore. And two other specimens sent to London were certified 
as under : — 

Assny OEGces and Laboratory, 

Coleman Street, E.G., 

i^lh January, 18C9, 
To Messrs. G. F. Nbamb & Co. 

No, 1. — Small pieces of quartz in box ; fine gold IS oz. 16 dwts. 
6 grs. per ton of ore. 

No. 2. — Two lumps of quartz with galena ; load 31 per cent. ; 
silver IC oz. S dwts. per ton of ore. 

(Signed) Pro, F, Claudet, 

F. CHAJIBBELAm. 

. Keeping still a little southward of east with the Witte-waters' 
Kaand (proper) on our left, and the watershed of the Limpopo on 
ourright,we saw several quartz reefs, but with the httlc prospecting 
we could do, it was not likely we should find gold ; we slept at 
Mr. Forster's house, and saw a number of reels and quartz ore 
indications, and next morning I parted with my friend at Elem 
Jeuk Skei Rivier, and continued my coarse to Pretoria, passing 
numerous other reefe on my way. 
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Mr. Bekker bad promised to Bhow me a place on the Palhalh&b 
«r Roodebok river, a tributary of the. Limpopo, where rather coaree 
grains of alluvial gold had been found by natives ; but neithw of 
ns were at that time able to undertake the journey, and, pending 
the arrival of support from borne, I accepted commiaaionB for 
pictures of Pretoria and its vicinity, as my only means of support- 
ing myself and party. 

We were not entirely destitute of festivity in Pretoria. Oh 
New-Year's eve we formed a " cutting-out party," captured the 
cannon of the Trans- Vaal Republic, brought it into the Market 
Square, made cartridges, side-arms and fuze, told off a crew to tbeir 
several duties, and welcomed the new year with a royal salute. The 
commandant of the artillery woke up at the first dischaige ; but 
when the second and third foDowed, he paid me the compUment of 
remarking : " Ob, its somebody that knows how to work a gun," 
and went off to sleep again. Songs and glasses round followed ; 
then bell-ringii^ ; and, lastly, the demolition of the Dutch and 
English belfries, in which, I am sorry to add, a distingnisbed 
member of the local government took a leading part. It is true 
that the belfries aforesaid were only wooden frames of no imposing 
order of architecture, and the churches did not suffer, as a snb- 
scription for the erection of new ones was forthwith raised among 
the delinquents. 

The Trans-Vaal, after a long series of struggles, the history of 
which, with the exception of some dark and indelible stains, will 
yet command the admiration of the world, for the perseverance, 
the primitive manliness, and hardihood of its pioneers, was then 
b^inning to emerge from its obscurity, and as a proof of its advanc- 
ing prosperity its £1 notes bad risen in value, till four were t^en 
as equivalent to a sovereign, and several hundred pounds worth 
had been called in and publicly burned upou the market place ; 
the Boers and Doppers {adiilt baptists) crowding wratbfullj around, 
and bitterly commenting on the wasteful folly of their government in 
wickedly destroying so much of the money of the Republic, while 
others of moreadvancedvipwa discussed the means of mis ingthem still 
further in value, and sagely remarked that because they had been 
printed in Holland the English would not tiJie them, but if others 
were printed in London they would certainly be as good as a Bwik 
of England note. 

Mr. Frederick Jeppe, the enterprising Postmaster General, who 
has done so much to make known the geography of the country, 
sent to Holland for a set of postage stamps, and on rec«iviug them 



Digitized by Google 



ICi PROOHEBS OF DIBCOVEET. 

forwarded specimens to other countries requesting csohanges. 
Sliortly afterwards he observed a notice iu an American paper that 
fictitious postage stamps were being sent about from aai imaginary 
" Trans- Vaal Republic" which had no existence in the map of 
Africa,* and warning all postmasters to be on their guard against 
an impostor calling himself Frederick Jeppe, Postmaster General of 
that Republic, 

Some amusing scenes took place now and then in the Volks 
Eaad (equivalent to our House of Commons.) The progreBsive- 
party wanted to pass some measure for the opening and improve- 
ment of the country, when the opponents finding themselves in a 
minority thought " to put the drag on " by bringing forward an 
old law that all members should sit attired in black cloth suits and 
white neckerchiei^. This had the immediate effect of disqualifying- 
so many tJiat the business of the house could not be legally con- 
ducted i but an English member who lived next door slipped out, 
donned his Sunday best with a collar and tie worthy of a Christy 
minstrel, sent his coadjutors to his house to be rigged out in the 
same style, and resumed the sitting with an array that completely 
dismayed the anti-progressionists. 

A well known medical friend of ours, who prides himself on 
his knowledge of thirteen or fourteen different languages, was- 
interpreting into Dutch, for an Englishman, when some dispute- 
arose. 

" Oh !" said he, " it is impossible to translate your barbarous 
idioms — Try me with some piece of pure English ?" The witness- 
immediately gave : — 

" She never told liei love. 

Bat let concealmeat, like a worm in the bnd. 

Feed on her iln-nm alc cheek." 

The interpreter got on very well till he came to the last line,, 
which he rendered thus : — 

" Treet op baat Verdomde Wang:.'' 

"I did not say damned cheek," interposed the witness, "the 
irord is damask." 

"Oh!" said the interpreter "'damaged,' then it must be 
rendered thus : — 

" Tteet op haar Temielan Wang:." 

To say that the court was convulsed with laughter would he- 
superfluous. 

• The date of tho map not given. Probably it waa one of those on which 
" -Quexplored country " was written — from the Cape of Good Hope to the: 
Meditenanean. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY. 

Mr. George Pigott Mooflie a jonrnfij lo Dehgoa Bay. 

DuHiKG my Btay in Pretoria I bDcame acquainted with several 
residents and traveUera, who readily gave me every information and 
assistance in their power. I have ah^ady referred to Captain 
F. Elton's visit to Eersteling, and I think I have said that his 
opinion — like my owu — was that the quartz reef would repay the 
introduction of machinery and skilful systematic labour, but that 
no warranty had hitherto been found on which the existerce of a 
payable alluvial gold field could be proclaimed. I also had much 
pleasure in making the acquaintance of Mr. George Pigott Moodie, 
n'ho had made two journeys down to Dclagoa Bay, chiefly with 
the object of discovering a line of road which could be used as a 
highway for wagons to and from that seaport, and also for a rail- 
way, should the Republic be able to induce men of capital to in- 
vest in the construction of one. His moat successfu! journey was 
undertaken about the end of 1871, and I had the gratification of 
meeting him on his return to Pretoria, about the end of February, 
1872. 
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Starting fi-om Pretoria in lat. 25'44'55 sonth, and approsimate 
long., by my calculation, 28-i5-30, and by Mr. Hoodie's 28-37-00 
cast, and at an elevation, by boiling point thermometer, of 4,007 
feet above the sea, he directed his couree first to the east and 
north-east, along the broad high land which forms the watershed 
just between the sources of the Limpopo and the Vaal river, and 
further on, where it turns more northerly, between the sources of 
Olifants river, the largest tributary of the Limpopo, and the 
streams flowing by the llanice or King George's river, into Dela- 
goa Bay. The strict line of watershed, however, was somewhat 
circuitous, while the more direct road intersected the various 
branches of the Limpopo, where they had ateady assomed the 
proportions of considerable streams, flowing often in deep broad 
valleys, bordered by mountains more or less precipitons or steep, 
and occupied mainly by Vee Boeren, or cattle farmers, whose vaat 
flocks and herds, multiplying on the rich pastures, supported them 
in primevd and patriai'chat plenty, relieving them of the necessity 
of helpmg to support themselves- by more than the most primitive 
attempts at cultivation of the soil. 

The town of Lydenburg, which was bnilt about the year 1S50 
because the original settlement of Origstadt waa hahle to deadly 
visitations of fever, stands on a tributary of the Spekboom river, 
at a height of about 5,400 feet above the sea, on the inner or land- 
ward slope of the Drakensberg, which shelters it somewhat from 
the cutting easterly winds ; while its altitude eusurea an atmos- 
phere sufficiently cool to be at least tolerably healthy. Wheatand 
all kindred grains flourish in such a climate as they would iu 
Europe, and, in fact, a sample of wheat sent from a Lydenburg 
&rm bore off a prize at the recent exhibition in Paris. Lower 
down all sorts of sub-tropical, and even tropical, fruit can 
be grown including even cofiee and the sugar cane ; but in these 
rich vaUeys the healthy bracing air of the highland is, of course, 
lost. 

To the cast of Lydenbm-g the ridge of the Dr^ensberg has to 
be crossed. Some of its peaks — as Mauchsbei^ for instance — at- 
taining an elevation of 7,000 or 8,000 feet ; though I believe 
Mr. Moodic did not pnss it at so high a level, and the rugged and 
precipitous nature of this mountain, which is properly the seafatie 
of the great interior highland, made the path so uueven aa it 
turned south-east to Dclagoa Bay, that constmction would have 
been too expensive, and would even, when made, have been 
circuitous and steep in many places. 
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In 1870 Mr. Moodie made a second journey passing the mission 
Btation of Nazareth. Ffteen hoars on horseback, or about ninety 
miles east by north from Pretoria, and then instead of turning 
north-eaefc to Lydenburg, turned a little to the south of east along 
the watershed, between the " Krokodil Eivier " (not the Limpopo 
which is also called by that name), and the Urn Komatie. The 
former river being on his right, the two uniting in longitude about 
32-15, and being joined by the Saabi lower down. The three 
together forming the Manice or King George's riTec, and entering 
Delagoa Bay, ten or fifteen miles north-east of the Portugoese 
town, or Lorenzo Maques,* he turned south-east after descending 
the Drakensbe]^,crossed the Um Komatie river above the junction 
of its affluents, crossed the Lebomba Mountains, a secondary or 
foot range to the Drakenabcrg, and traversed the low and marshy 
■country at its base, till he reached the fort and factory above 
named. This route was not only shorter, but hi many respects 
superior to that by Lydenburg. Still Mr. Moodie thought that he 
could strike out a better ; and, therefore, in December, 1871, he 
■commenced his third and final journey ; leaving Pretoria at a 
height (as already stated) of 4,007 feet, he directed his course, 
■at first, nearly south-east, and leaving behind him the immediate 
tributaries of the Limpopo — gained the highland, out of which 
-flow those of its great affluent the OHfant, then for more than a 
hundred miles steering about east-south-east, over this broad, 
bleak, gently undulating plateau, abounding in grass, but destitute 
■of trees ; and crossing the various streams, composing Olifanta 
river, from thirty to forty miles below their source, he passed 
Khpstaple. Fromthisplaceat an elevation ofnear 7,000 feet, flow the 
waters of the Vaal river, to make their way past the Diamond Fields, 
.-and thence united with the Orange river, to the Atlantic — those of 
the Olifanta river to reach the Limpopo and the Indian ocean, and 
the spruits pf the Um Komatie to flow over the Manice to DeI^;oa 
Bay — while but a short distance to the south-west of the second 
"MontAus Sources," rise tributaries of the Maputa, fidling into 
the same bay, on the south or British side of the boundary, 
between us and the Portuguese, carryii^ three fathoms water for 
& dozen miles up from Tudor point, at its mouth, and capable of 
navigation hy large boats for about twenty miles more. 

About twenty miles east from Klipstaple, and 120 from Pretoria, 

• I y/aa told in 1850, by the aurvivor of an nnfortanato (ever utrioken 
■expedition, ftom OrigBtadt to Delagoa Bay, £hat small alavera go twecty or 
tliiriy miles up the King George or Manice liver. 
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lies Hamilton, the residence, I believe, of Mr, Bell, and one of the 
principal stations in the little Imperium in Imperio (if an exotic 
colony in a Republic can be bo caUed) of New Scotland, which 
occupies nearly 500,000 acres of the most elevated and healthy 
land in the Trans-Vaal, and which is indebted for its origin to the 
enterprise of the late Mr. McCorkindale, who died of fever at 
Inyack Island on the Ist May, 1871, while endeavouring to bring 
to perfection a place for the formation of a port at the mouth of 
the Maputa river, for the use of his little colony. Up to this point 
as haa been already mentioned, the country was eo level as to offer 
uo engineering difficulties to the formation of either roads or rail- 
ways, capable of supplying almost unlimited pasture, as the vast 
herds and flocks of the neighbouring farmers testified, and though 
bare of trees yet abundantly snpplied with coal, which was com- 
monly used as fuel. 

To the eastward of Hamilf«n the country falls gradually, some- 
times by inclines and sometimes by a serira of steppes, to a lower 
level ; the road following the course of the TJmpolosi river for 
twenty or thirty miles, winding along Eland's ridge by Dumbarton, 
and then passing by Batabela's Baatem, Hillgate, and several 
native villages to the Nabomba flat, and to Dedeen or Lotito, the 
residence of a powerftil chief of the Ama-8wazi, named Sonthaan.. 
Here it may be considered that the descent of the Drakensberg 
proper has been completed, and the lower ranges of the Makond- 
shwa and Lobomba have to be crossed. The road, however, pass- 
ing through by a tolerably level poort or valley south of the TJm— 
bolosi or Dundar river, and > immediately after passing the last 
range, the Tsetse fly, fatal to domestic cattle, and the fever, no less • 
deadly to man, await the traveller. Fortunately there is only 
about forty miles of this unhealthy country ; but the fact should 
be known, in order that the risk may be guarded against by push-- 
ing through it as rapidly as possible, and at night or during a cold 
day, when the fly is dormant. 

I ought to have mentioned that about forty miles east of Hamil- 
ton the country begins to be wooded, and groves and forests capa- 
ble of supplying unlimited quantities of wood for fiiel or railway 
purposes, clothe the lowerslopea. The timber of course is various ; 
but the Kameel Doom, Acacia Giraffe, would probably be the moat 
valuable, as -it is an exceedingly hard close grained wood, and we- 
ars able t« use it unseasoned and green ae cut for axles srA other 
w^;on work when repairs ate needed in the bush. It is unfor- 
tunately liable to be attacked by white ants, but before being laid. 
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<lowii as sleepers it might be tarred, charred on the outside, or laid 
-down with a thin sprinMing of salte in the earth all round it. If 
nu^ani, an almost equally hard wood, can be procured, ite own 
resinous gum enables it to defy the ravages of the white ant. 

From New Scotlwid to the Lebomba the soil was for the moat part 
^arel or sand and free from marshes and such like obstacles, and 
Mr, Hoodie considered that a good road for heavy wagons from 
Hamilton to the coast might be made for £3,000. 

It must be remembered, however, on the other hand, that from 
the I Lebomba mountains to the port, a distance of 30 or 40 
miles, lies the track of low country from which Delagoa Bay derived 
its not undeserved reputation for unhealthiness. A considerable 
portion of this strip is infested by the Tsetse fly, and a point to be 
yet proved is whether this belt of fly is sufficiently narrow to be 
passed through in one night, while with regard to the deadly 
influence of the malaria rising from the Mattel and other marshes 
we hear daily evidence, for by the mail which arrived while I am 
writing these p^es we learn that five young men who went up 
recently fixim Natal via Delagoa Bay, are dangerously ill, while the 
Gold News of 14th February stated that three persons have died of 
the Delagoa Bay fever. 

With regard to the formation of a railroad from Delagoa Bay to 
Pretoria, Mr. Moodie feels sanguine of success.* He believes that 
easy gradients may be secured from the Bay up to New Scotland, 
while ft-om that point to Pretoria the country may be regarded as 
a slightly undulating inclined plane dipping from a level of 7,000 
feet at the former to one of 4,000 at the latter place, or 8,000 feet 
in 180 miles, the distance from the Bay to New Scotland being 
110 miles, or 340 miles in all. 

It may not be improper, in connection with this subject, to state 
the actual boundary between the Trans- Vaal and the Portuguese, aa 
agreed on in the Treaty ot 1869. 

The boundary between the possessions of the Crown of Portugal, 
in South Africa, and those of the Trans-Vaal, or South African 
Eepubhc, according to the treaty of 1869, made between the 
Chevalier Alfredo Du Prat, Consul-General and Plenipotentiary of 
Portugal, and Marthinus Weasels Pretorius, President of the 



• Amusements have sinoe been made by the Preddent ot the Tnuis- 
Vaal Republic with the Portnjruese Qovemmenti and a railway is to be ooa- 
stfocted immediately. 



Digitized by Google 



1 10 PROGREBS OF DIBCOVERT. 

In tho diBtricts of the 'Baj of Lorenzo Marqaee, which ifi called. 
Delogoa Bay in the English sea charts, 19 the Boutheramoat portion of 
the aettiemeuts ol Poitngal, which ace bounded on tho soatb by a line 
draim from a point on the const in 26 30 south latitude ; due west to the 
Lebomba moontains, and thence along the highest ridge of the Lebomba, 
to the middle of the lowest poort of Comatie, whence that river breaks 
through the Lebomba ; thence in a aotth by east direction to Pokioniea Eop, 
on the north side of Olifants rirer where it goea throngh the range ; nocth- 
weat b; north to the nearest point of the moontain of Stricnndo, on the 
tJm-Voobo river ; and from there in a right line to the jnnctiaii of the 
Faforie with the Limpopo river. 

The mop I send home i\ith this M.S. shews the above boimdary 
line, as laid down by my friend Magnus Forssman, Surveyor- 
General of the Republic. I may remark, towOTer, that" this 
treaty places the southern boundary of the Portuguese posseasiona 
at 26'30 south, thus claiming the whole of Delagoa Bay, while we 
have always uuderstood that the boundary between the British 
and Portuguese on the east-coaHt waa the 26th degree, crossing the 
island of Inyack, at the northern extremity of Cape Colatto, the 
southern headland of the bay, and giving us a right to the southern 
half of its waters, and to the entrance of the Mapoota river." One 
of our coasting schooners, the " William Shaw," entered the river 
some year or two ago, supposing that she was in British waters ; 
but the Portuguese seized her, and, I believe, the matter is yet 
under adjudication. It is well known, however, that thoiigh the 
Portuguese claims in Africa are extensive, their real power extends 
but a few miles from their forts and the coast or the Zambesi. 

■According to the decision of Marsbal McMah(m, who was appointed 
Arbitrator ; Portngal now owns all the territory on tie shores of Delagoa 
Bay. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY. 

.J/V/ oien Jmirnty from Preioria to Natal xia. Marthiims-Wessd- 
Stroom and Utrecht. 

Ik the beginmng of 1872, having completed all the exploration 
my resources allowed in the vicinity of Pretoria, and being assured 
that quartz crushing machinery would shortly he sent to Xatal 
from England by the company, I began to prepare for my journey 
I had found such ready hospitality among my friends ha and around 
Pretoria that my personal expenses had been very small, and three 
views of the town under different effects of light, and other artistic 
employment had furnished mc with a couple of stout osen to 
recruit our span and other necessaries for the road, and before 
leaving I received a pressing invitation to try the new road south- 
east to Marthinus-Wessel-Stroom, partly for the sake of testing the 
hospitality of my friends there, and partly to make measurements 
and observations, aa it had never yet been laid doini on any map. 
I had already taken care to fix the position of my starting point 
Pretoria as nearly as possible. The observations for latitude by 
four stars were as under. The index error was 2 suhtractive ; — 
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Star. 


Observed altitude. 


Latitude. 


Alpha Eridani 


115-47-58 


25-45-58 


„ Tauri 


96- 5-40 


25-44-11 


„ Ononis 


113-50- 


25-43-48 


» -iigo 


12e-20-10 

Total 


25-46- 1 




4] 179-58 



Mean latitude Bouth 25"44-59 

The longitude as deduced by dead reckoning from the fixed 
longitude of Potchefetroom, I make 28-25-20 east, but Mr. Moodio 
places it more easterly in 28-37, The boiling point was 204 dega. — 
4/lOthB equal to 4007 feet. My position by observations taken at 
Mr. A. Brodrik'a house, Church Square, Pretoria, is therefore — 
Latitude South, 25-44-50 ; longitude East, 28-25-20 ; height above 
the sea level, 4007 feet. 

On the 14th February, 1872, 1 finished loading up and sent the 
TvagouBout of town with colours flying, oni- frienda of the "Royal" 
also shelving the British flag. I had taken leave of my friends, 
and was about to follow, when Jewell, going into the stable 
for hie horse, received a severe kick, which sent him reeling 
backward out of the door with fhe lobe of the right nostril cut 
completely through, and with bruises wherever the horses feet had 
struck him. Brodrick and other friends carried him in and made 
a bed for him, We closed and strapped up the wound with ad- 
hesive plaster, and the majority of the inhabitants kindly came to 
inqmre after his weltaro. Next morning Brodrick and Leathern 
harnessed a spring cart and took hita out to the wagon and I 
ibUowed. The wound though painful was not dangerous, aud 
healed in about a week. 

From the first outspan we tui-ned south-east along a fairly level 
road, over gently undulating hills, rising gradually till we reached 
Eademeyer's, nine miles, five furloi^, 180 yards from town, and 
about 4,600 feet high. Here we purchased a good supply of dried 
peaches, apples, &c., from the well-stocked orchard, sheltered by 
the hiU side from the cutting blast, and left it open to be used 
freely by all hands as long as it would last. I noticed that the 
cactus of prickly pear grew freely at this elevation, and Jenny, the 
baboon, luxuriated in its ripe fruit, ayoiding or plucking off the 
large thorns, and utterly ignoring the fine tufts of thorny down 
which causes us such lasting irritation. 

From this we rode gradnaJly to a grassy highland destitute of 
trees, the outline of the rounded heights barely varied here and 
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there by a few blockB of granite and greenstone. And again de- 
Bcending slightly, ontspanned at Kafir Spruit, at a height of 4,757 
feet, having risen 150 feet in 7j miles since leaving Kademeyere. 
In the evening, still travelhng over gently undulating graaay high- 
Imds where the eye might wander for miles without resting on a 
bash of any kind, we reached Maraison, a little rivulet 6 miles 169 
yards from our last ontspan, and 4,86i feet above the sea. 

On the morning of the 15th, we passed over the level country 
with the firm red soil or gravel road, with occasional fiinty quartzite, 
and reefs of bluish quartz on either side of the road, till we reached 
Mynheer Joachim Prinslos' (femiliarly called Kort Joachim), where 
again a shght hollow and protecting walls, enabled the owner to 
battle against nature for the existence of a few fruit trees. We 
bought some fruit and mealies, or Indian com, and biltong, and 
the hospitable dame, added, with no stinted hand, a liberal supply 
over and above the measure. We had travelled seven miles, five 
furloi^, and attained an altitude of 4,882 feet. At Oesterhuy's, 
four miles, six furlongs further, our height was 4,810 feet, and 
when we ontspanned for the night, seven and a quarter miles 
onward, our height was 4,8G4 feet. 

On the ITth, we breakfasted at Witte EIip, so called from a 
great quartz rock, that looms like a wi^on tilt in the distance, 
and at noon halted by a reedy pool, having made eight miles, six 
fiirlongs, 1S4 yards, and still keeping at nearly the same level, i.e., 
4,842 feet. In the afternoon we reached Daniel Kniygers — on the 
banks of the Stein Kool spruit, a tributary (hke most of the 
streams we had passed) of the Olifanta river. The family was using 
coal as their only fuel. These bleak heights being so absolutely 
destitut* of wood, that we had been obhged to keep our Kafirs on 
the watch to pick up any cakes of partially dry cattle dung they 
might find along the road, to cook our meals, and keep them 
warm at night. I went about half a mOe up the spruit, and saw 
where the coal cropped out under a krantz on one side, and from 
a sloping bank on the other. They told me that it extends far 
along the stream, and blocks three feet square were got out a( 
"Broek baud," ».e.,"Wai8t" deep. Itlooked tolerablywell — black, 
with a moderate gloss, and clean fracture, and reminded me of the 
drier kinds of our own " Wtdlsend "—-one could hardly expect 
bituminous quality so near the surface. The supply is supposed to 
be imlimifced ; and, indeed, when I consider that I have seen coal 
at several points, from Natal to Zambesi, a distance of 1,500 miles, 
I am almost inclined to subscribe to this opinion. 
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These fects, combined with the level character and the Temorlcable 
straightneBS of the road, seemed to me to offer extraordinary 
fitcilities fiir the formation of a railroad, which might very easily be 
connected with that which the Natahaus propose maiking to New- 
castle in the northernmost part of their colony. We went on a 
conple of miles, making 9^ for the afternoons work, and spanned 
ont 4,70S feet above the sea. We saw daily a few herds of wilde- 
beestes, bnt they were exceedingly wild and shy and difficult to 
approach. The Boers here have abandoned their great clnms^ 
Toers and now shoot with "Westley Eichards" and other rifles, vieing 
with each other for the posaessioc of the gun capable of killing at 
the longest range. Beside this they make ap great battnes and 
drive the game into rivers, where they are drowned or shot in 
dowds for the sake of their skins, many thousands of which are 
sent down to Natal, affording an acceptable item of income to many 
a family in the Trans-Taal, though it is evident from the wastefiil 
manner in which the slanghter is carried on that this souree of 
revenue must soon greatly diminish if not altogether cease. Gee and 
I went oat daily to try to get one or two bucks for meat. We wounded 
some bnt could not secure any, aad the country was so soft that it 
would have been crnel to ride Jewell's horse (our only steed) in 
chase of them. 

On the 18th we travelled over undnlating Mils, gras^ bnt bare 
of bush as before, and from fireqnent soft places in little rivulets 
made only 9 miles 4 fiirlongs 211 yards. Our -height was 4,918 
feet, and our latitude 26*2212. On the 19th we made 16 miles, 
4 furlongs, 50 yards, passing heights of 4,972feet, 6,187 feet, 5,250 
feet, irom which altitude we descended to 6,187 feet, and 5,000 
ffeet near the fenn of Hendrik Lievenhuys in latitude 26'29-25 9. 
On the 20th we passed Treechard's, Qrobler's, and Bonwers, all 
living on small streams which ran northward to the Oli&nts river, 
and ontspanned during heavy rain, having made 1 1 miles 4 fhrlgs., 
and 47 yards, the levels of our haltii^ places beii^ 5,079 feet, and 
the inmiediate ridges a few feet higher. 

On the 21st we left the sources of the Olifiuitsriver in latitude 
about 36'23, the cloads having prevented any stellar observation ; 
and in two or three miles passed from the waters flowing to the In- 
dian ocean to those which make their way past the Diamond Fields to 
tiie Atlantic — the first of the latter being a rivulet which mns to Bles- 
bok Spruit, and by that into Vaal river. At night we crossed Knob- 
keerie ^iruit, and nnyoked on the hill side, our day's work being six- 
teen miles, seven furlongs, 212 yards; and levelsi^64 and 4,810 fe«t. 
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On the 22iid we travelled over a few small intermediate heights, 
to the north-east of the Blaaaw kopjies, halting at 4,810 feet, and 
■crossing the Yaal river at Eetieia' drift, fifteen miles, six fiirlongB, 
152 yards from Enobkeerie Spmit, and at an altitnde of 4,703 
&et aboye the sea. On the lower parts of the Yaal river we are 
accustomed to see its banks bordered by dense fringes of magnifi- 
cent willows and other trees, bat here they were grassy and desfet- 
tnte of bush. An orchard, however, and two or three stray trees 
in a sheltered hollow near Retiefs bonse, above the drift, refreshed 
the eye a httle after dweUing so long upon the bleak bare hills we 
had passed over. A short ascent of one mile and 136 yards 
restored us to a level of 4,912 feet. And on the 23rd — leaving on 
-our left 'the village and church of Amerspoort, and crossing 
the road from Newcastle to Ljdeaburg, near Gert Van der 
Merwes' — we halted at a height of 5,138 feet, after a day's 
work of twenty-seven mUes thirty-eight yards. Here it be- 
came apparent that our level road was about to cease. The 
ridges of the Drakensbei^, dim and distant dnring the morn- 
ing, had been gradually changmg from a misty seriel blue to a 
•deeper and deeper grey, and, as the sun declined, shewed warmer 
local tints, revealing the grassy slopes ; the cliflk and precipices 
■catching the mellow light, and the dark kloofe, whose depths aa- 
.snmed almost a pnrple tint as the shades of evening closed over 
their recesses j while the higher peaks seemed to glitter more 
brilliantly by contrast as they alone reflected the last beams of 
•departing day. Sight in oui path rose the rugged masses of the 
Wakberstroom hills, and it seemed evident that if the long and 
level highland we had traversed were ever t« be utilised as the 
■continuation of tiie fiitore colonial railways," we had now reached, 
or probably passed by a few miles, the point where the hue must 
■diverge to the south-west, in order to connect itself with the 
Natal hue at Newcastle, about fifty miles distant. 

On the 24th, fifteen miles, five furlongs, and eighty-five yards, 
■over rough and mountainous countiy, brought us to the point of 
Wakkerstroom hill, at a height of 5,727 feet, and in latitude 
27*17'49, as I ascertamed by two good stellar observations during 
the clear cold night. And here again it appeared that we were 
■on a ridge that might well be named " The Divider of Waters." 
"We bad left behind us the spmits flowing to Vaal river. On our 
right or south-west were streams running to the Umziuyati, or 
Buffalo, the boundary between the Trans- Vaal JEtepubhc and 
Natal ; while to the north-east were the sources of the Umkonto 
I 2 
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or Assegai, and beyond the town to the south-east those of the 
Pongola, sweeping round to the eaat and north to flow as the 
" Mapoota," narigable for ten or a dozen mileB up into Delagoa Bay. 

On the 25th five miles, 55 yards brought us dcwn to the 
Wakkerstroom river, which we crossed at a height of 5,3-i9 
feet, and four anda half fiirlongs more, on the 2Cth, placed us along- 
side the church in Marthinus Wesselstroom, and not far &om the 
hospitable residence of Major A, A. O'EeiHy, the Landrost, or 
magistrate, — latitude, 27'22-8 ; height, 5,300 feet. Here I 
had the gratification of learning that I had been named in 
London, as one to whom the command of an expedition for the- 
relief of Dr. Livingstone might be entrusted, and our friend 
believed that the appointment was on its way to me irom the fioyal 
Geographical Society, but the newspaper in which this was men- 
tioned could not be fomid, and I was left in suspense until my 
return to Natal. I can only say that if this had proved to be the 
case I would, after making snch arrangements as should enable 
the company to spare ine without loss, at once have undertaken 
the service, and would have spaced no exertion to convey rehef to 
the great traveller. 

From Marthinus "Wessel Stroom (named after the late president 
of the Trans Vaal Marthinus Weasel Pretorius, and mcorrectly 
named on our maps as K. W. Stroom), a ringed journey of 35f 
miles over mountain ridges, and under the south-west face of the 
Belelasberg, which for two days frowned like an immense battle- 
ment above our path, brought us opposite the town of Utrecht, in 
a valley ecantUy clad with mimosas, and still further reheved by the 
orchards and ornamental trees which embowered the few houses 
dotted over the extensive lands laid out for the township. In one 
of the abutments of the mountain, a couple of miles or bo north, 
crops out a seam of coal seven feet in 'thickneas, easy of access and 
of good quality, at least so for as the experience of the village 
blacksmith went. I saw it biuning in Ins forge, shewing little or 
no evidence of the presence of sulphur, and he was turning out 
very good work with it. 

Late in the night of March 2nd, fifteen miles one furlong from 
Utrecht, we halted at a house, the owner of which, Mr. Brayhirst, 
rose with alacrity from his bed to welcome us, and bestirred him- 
, self to set before us such refreshment as came to hand, a noticeable 
feature of which was a liberal outpouring of spirit from a cask into 
& hand basin, from which we were invited to bale out with our 
pannikins ad Ubthim, and not content with this when I sat up 
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■during the small hours of the morning to ohserve the stara, he 
turned out again and had coffee made to refresh me. The latitude 
by four good observations came out 27"43'38, the height above the 

: sea being 3,686 feet, 

Mr, Brayhirst proposed, if I would stay two or three days, to 
ride with me to visit his wife and daughter, and promised to supply 
me with necessaries aa fet as Grey town ; he sent to the nest farm 

. and bought two sheep for a sovereign " hard cash," giving me 
the greater part of the meat besides wheat for the Kafirs, as meahes, 
or Kafir com, could not be had. He seot to UtreCht for a man to 
take charge of his store, but could not obtain one, and much bo 
my regret was nnable to accompany me. The reader will pardon 
my being a trifle prolix, but kindness such as this demands soma 

. attempt to discharge the debt of gratitude, so far at least as thanks 
will do it, unto our company enables me to pay in more sterling coin. 
On the 5th of March, we parted from our worthy host, and 
late at night reached the Buffalo river, which wc crossed next 
morning — nineteen-and-a-half miles from Mr. Brayhirsts, and 3,260 
feet above the sea — and duly informed our Kafirs that we were 
now standing on British ground, in the Colony of Natal. Beyond 
the httle TTm Zinyati, or sand spruit, we found the store of Mr. 
John Agnew, who not only suppUed na hberally, but resorted to 
tricks in weighing off, insisting that I wanted fom* pounds of 
sugar instead of three — allowing a Seven pound weight to remain 
in the scale — refiisii^ any payment, and after treating me to co^e 

-and a glass of spirit, riding three or four miles out to shew me the 
best road. At night we were kindly received by Mr. Wade at hia 
ferm Gowrie, on the Biggaraberg. Next day Mr. "Wade lent me a 

• driver, as Gee had strained his foot, and we reached Do Waar, 
where Mrs. and Miss Brayhirst, Miss Bonrke, and Mr. Wade 
entertained us during the rest of the day. We had a very 
pleasant musical evening, and in the morning were again sped 
forward with supplies for the road. We iliade about 24 miles, and 

. elept at Hulp Makaar (Hulp Malkandcren, or help each other), a 
name which sufficiently indicates the difficulty of the pass — and 
here our Kafirs for the first time saw a regularly made road, cut 
out and built up the mountain side, with great rocks blasted by 
gunpowder. We halted at 4,435 feet, but the top of the hill was 
perhaps 150 feet higher. Night cold and no firewood. 

Saturday 9th. — Descending all day into "The Thorns," the 
vidley oppressively warm, and thickly clad with mimosas, euphor- 

ibias, aloes, and other vegetation. 



Digitized by Google 



IIS PB0QEEB8 OF DIBCOTEBT. 

At night we reached the Tugela river ; height, 1,461 feet, lati- 
tude 28-45'15. The drift was flooded, and utterly impassable;. 
bnt there 1b a flying feny, and the charge is only lOs. for a loaded 
wagon. Mr. Eogan, the punt master, was very ciTiland obligingj- 
and we sent our food down to his honee, and messed in common. 

Monday, 11th. — The riyer had fallen shghtly, and a Dutchman 
succeeded in crossing the drift, hut the water rose over the back 
plank of his wagon, and as our Kafirs were utterly unused to 
water, and would hare been quite helpless had anything gone 
wrong, I determined to cross in the punt, as we should o&erwise 
certainly wet our gear, fatigue our oxen, and perhaps damage cai^- 
to more than the value of 10s. 

The punt is worked with a hawser, stretched as taut as possible 
across the river, and supported by a ladder-like &ame on each bank, 
to keep it high enoi^h above the surface. On this runs a block 
with a large tbeave, from which a stout warp leads to the bow of 
t^e punt. Now, as the river nms to &e east, and we were to cross 
to the south, the wagon, with two oxen, was got on board, and the 
warp brought to the starboard bow. The force of the stream, 
then infringing on the starboard or northern side, drove her over 
to the southward. The rest of the oxen which had been driven 
over the drift were brought and hooked on, and the wagon was 
drawn ashore ; then commenced a long np-hill pull to a height of 
S,154 feet, without water, and a descent to 1,935 feet at Mooi river,. 
where we slept. 

The quartz ree& prospected by Messrs. Marshall, Button, Parsons, . 
Hill, Antonia, and others, are on the Tugela south side, ten or - 
twelve miles below the punt. 

Tuesday I called, &i passant, on my friend Mr. Thomas Meikle,. 
of Olive Fontein, and overtook the wagon just in time to shelter 
myself from the heaviest storm of wind, hail, rain, thunder, and 
lightning I have known for a long time. 

Wednesday, ISth. I rode forward to the pretty village of Grey- 
town, well sheltered by dense groves of Australian gum fa%es, and 
unexpectedly met a former friend, Mr. Handley, who eapplied me ■ 
with bacon, butter, &c., and kindly forced a sovereign upon me for 
refreshments on the road. The trochiameter reading at the comer 
of his store gave 115^ miles as the distance from Utrecht. A few 
miles beyonit town I left the wagon and rode forward through con- 
tinuouB steady rain, till I found shelter at Mr. Garbutt's inn, and 
on the 14tli, halted for tiffin at Gremers, near the beautiful lower 
falls of the Umgeni, I reached " The Plough " at Pietermaritzburg, . 
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forty-five aad a half milea from Mr. Handley'a store in Greytown, 
and fifty-four mOes, by Colonial measuiement, from Durban, vhich 
is in turn two miles from the Custom house of Port NataL 

Jewell and Cfee arrived with the wagons in due conrse ; and in 
May, 187S, our new company sent me the first instalment of 
machinery, and my time has since then beea speut in efforts to get 
this tran^rted to its work in Matabililand, or to complete a 
smaller set, the cost of transport for which will he more in accord- 
ance with.the funds which my work aa an artist may provide for 
me. 

The following is the summary of distajices on the above 
joniiiey : — 

Uls. iDT. jdi. K. lu. 

Mr.Brodrick'B,Chm^jhBc[uare,Preforial jgg 4 59 o n 
to Cross Taal Eiver at Eetief s drift J 

Church Marthinus "Weaselstroom 49 4 169 2 

Opposite Utiwht 85 6 71 2 

Mr. Handley's store, Greytown 115 4 18 1 11 

Plough Hotel, Pietermaritzbm^ ' 45 S 201 4 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PROGEUSS OF DISCOVERT. 

d Fields. — MacMae or Macamac aiid Pilijrims 
Rest, Quarlz Reefs mid Alluvial Diggings. 

It wonld be impossible to indite a record of the discoTery and 
developement of any of the gold fields of South East Africa without 
awarding the place of honour to the talented and enterprising 
German esplorer the Herr Carl Mauch, whose vivid and glowing 
descriptions, highly tinted by the rainbow hues of hope, attracted to 
onr shores ahoat of adventnrersiTom well nigh exhausted auriferons 
regions in California, Australia, and New Zealand, when a more 
sober and realistic statement might have Med to cUcifc more than 
a theoretic and impractical assent to facts already known, and our 
gold fields might, as heretofore, have been traTcraed only by the 
elephant hunter, the emigrant boer, and the solitary traveller; 
while the legends of their former richness, told by patriarchal sur- 
vivors of the Maahona tribes would have continued merely to beguile 
the tedium of the long evenings spent in social converse round the 
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Sorely disappointed indeed were many of these early pioneera 
when on their arrival they found that technical terms descriptive 
of the richness of a gold field hsid been need here, in a loose and 
nnrestricted maimer, by writers who reckoned not upon the strict 
and literal sense in which they would be understood by miners in 
already established gold fields. In no instance was this more 
obvious than in that of the word " payable," which often was freely 
used to designate a field in which the quartz appeared sufficiently 
rich to pay when it ahonld be properly worked, while the miners 
mideratood it to apply only to one on which all the preliminary 
«xplorations had been made, and which was abeady being worked 
and paying those who had claims upon it. 

Numbers returned in disgust, but others, with or without 
colonial aid, made efforts, and so far sixty-one succeeded as to show 
that the quartz reefs were really and richly auriferous — but the 
^fectual working of these reefe was beyond the power of individuals, 
or even of companies with small capital and unprovided with 
machinery, Others more fortunate have at hist been rewarded for 
tJieic continued and persevering labours, by the discovery of allavial 
divings, where they are now verifying the predictions of the Jlerr 
Maueh in the most practical manner, by each man making iiis own 
pile, and lettii^ the surplus, gold they occasionally dispose of spread 
^road the proof of richness in the place it came from. 

Although Mauch visited Lydenburg in 1858, he appears not 
to have come across the present alluvial diggings, but marked 
a spot as a probable goldfield in S4-10 south, and about 
seventy miles north-north-east of the town, which, according to 
Mr. Moodie, lies in latitude 25-11 south, while Mr. St. Tincent 
Erskine places it in 25'4, the longitude being variously stated 
at from 30"10 to 31'30 east — ^its true position being probably 
80-40 or 80*50 east. During the year 1868, Karl Mauch crossed 
the Limpopo and travelled north-west to the southern borders of 
Matabililand, where he was detained by TJmtigaan the chief of that 
district, until leave was granted him to proceed to Inyati 
mission station. In 1871 he. passed Marabastadt, apparently 
without touching at Eerstehng, and proceeding north-east, achieved 
his crowning feat in the discovery of the long sought ruins of 
Zimbaoe, Zimbabye, or Mazimbaoe, in latitude 20'15"34 south, 
longitude 31'37"45 east, and 4,200 feet above the level of the sea. 
Here he found that the natives had been long accustomed to work 
for alluvial gold, and he himself, after finding some, expressed his 
hope of being able to work out enottgh to keep himself from want 
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during the joomey. He reported the goldfield as only half-an- 
hour north from Pikes Kraal, and the people as likely to eng^;e 
in gold washing at some fiiture time. The ruins are eleven miles 
east of the Kraal ; they are extensive, and one collection covers a 
considerable portion of a gentle rise, while another — apparently a 
fort — stands upon a bold granite hill. The walls are still thirty 
feet in height, and are built of granite hettm into small blocks about 
Vk size of our i>ricks, and put together without mortar. The most 
remarkable of these walls is situated on the very edge of a 
precq)itous cliff, aad is in perfect preservation to a height of thirty 
feet ; the walla are about len feet thick at the base and e^vea or 
eight at the top. In man? places there remain beams of stone 
eight or ten feet in lei^h projecting from the walls, in which 
they must be inserted to a depth of several feet, for they can 
scarcely be stirred. At the most they are eight inches brtwd by 
three inches in thickness, and consist of a very compact stonCr 
with a metalUc ring and greenish black colour. On one stone, 
ellipsoid in section and eight feet in length, ornaments are 
engraved ; consisting of lozenge-shaped figures one within another, 
separ0,ted by horizontal bands of diagonal hues. Under a great 
mass of rock Maucb. found a broken vessel (shaped like a wooden 
Kafir basin) of talcose gneiss, extremely soft, eighteen inches in 
diameter and three inches in depth, one-and-a-half indies in 
thickness at the edges, and half-im-inch thick in the bottom.* 
The dense bush and gigantic nettle plants, the jealoosy of the 
natives, and want of means, prevented farther investigation. 

Whether indeed this locahty was the " Ophir " of gold is of 
course still open to discussion. A sohtary traveller barely able to 
cany beads and calico to pay the expenses of himself and native 
servants could not be expected to dig for relics and inscriptionB, 
hot I may mention that Ijiese are not the only collections of such 
ruins known to exist. My friend the Hon. 0. 0. Dawnay saw and 
sketched a mass of similar masonry about 80 miles north-north- 
west of Tati, and others are reported in the Trans Taal several 
days jomney east from Nylstroom. 

Brief as our space is I cannot omit to mention the loss of one of 
our gold seekers, the only one to my knowledge who has yet met a 
violent death at the hands of the natives. Mr. Charles Mnller 
and Mr. George Anderson left Marabastadt in May for the 

* The VOTD out Blabs on wbich the Tomen grind meil, irith a Urge pebble- 
med u a mallet ot buid atone, luume exncil; tbU Bbape. 
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purpose of prospecdi^ and Ixadiiig, and travelling in the direc- 
tion of- Heir Mauch's latest discoveries. They were attended 
by twenty-two Kafir servants. On the 8th of June they camped 
in the Veldt, Andeison and Mullcr sleeping in a schenn, or 
sUght shelter of cut branches, and the Xafirs at their fires. la 
the dead of night they were attacked by numbers of strange Kafirs. 
Mnller as he started up saw AndersoD struck through the chest 
with wi assegai, and he himaelf immediately received a severe 
wound on the head Irom a battle ase. He reaped, however, into 
the bush, and at daylight ventured out aud found nothii^ but the 
dead bodies of Anderson and two Kafir servants. The attacking 
party, which seemed to have been numerous, had taken away 
everything, MuUer managed to. bury his Mend, as well as the 
Kafirs, and then started for Adam Kinders, a hunter further north, 
but found that he and Carl Mauch had left for Sofala (about 
six days distant) some time before the murder took place — 250 or 
800 miles north of Zoutpansbei^ — and no suspicion resta upon 
the native servants, who evidently fled for their lives. 

The remarkable escape of my Mend Mr. William Leathern will 
serve to illustrate another danger to which the solitary pFOBpector 
is more frequently exposed than to that last mentioned. In 
the beginning of May 1872 Mr. Leathern was on his way firom 
Lydenbei^ to Marabastadt and oS saddled. Man and horses being 
wearied out near Grocodile-heavel on the north bank of the Olifant 
river, he tied the halter of one horse to the taU of the other to 
prevent them separating, made a fire and arranged his bed under a 
small and solitary tree. Towards morning, when the ram had killed 
his fire, he heard the noise of a rush and struggle and the ciyii^ 
of a horse in agony. He saw that a lion had seized it by the neck, 
and at. the stune instant the other horse dashed passed closely 
followed by another lion. Armed only with a little toy revolver 
he rose and approadied the hon, which leaving the dyii^ horse 
sprang at him. Instinctively he threw up his left arm to defend 
his face, and the lion perhaps springing short seized it in his jaws. 
Throwing back his head as far as possible he pointed the revolver 
at the lions throat and fired two or three times, when providentially 
the lion left him and sprang to the horse agam. Leathern fired 
the remainii^ barrels, and the hon dragged away the carcase down 
a declivity. Although severely wounded in the arm tmd clawed 
oa the cheek, breast, aud Moulder, he tried by moving his fii^r 
to ascertain whether the arm was broken, and concluding that it 
was not laid himself down in the rain and prayed earnestly for the 
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appearance of the momiag star. He tore np his linen to make 
b^dages, Blimg his wounded arm, packed some bread in his leggings 
and hung them round his neck, wrote a statement of the accident 
and the coarse be meant to take in a book which he left with his 
saddle, and through rain above and mad below walked 30 miles 
that day, reaching a Kafir Kraal where the people from super- 
stition refused to help a man wounded by a Uon, and mocked his 
snfferings, one woman only relenting so far as to assist in bathing 
his arm with hot water, laughing at his pain as she did so. On 
Sunday he hired a man to carry his things and walked twenty-five 
miles, his attendant (a Makati) kindly helping him, till worn out 
he made his bed in heavy rain under a bush. On Monday he 
etruggled on five or six miles and reached the wagon of Mr. 
Courtenay, a gold prospector, wha at once took him to Eersteling, 
where Mr. and Mrs. Pigg did all that kindness could suggest till 
the return of the Kev, Dr. Balzell, whose unremitting care saved 
him, although he has never perfectly recovered the nse of his arm, 
I am compelled to pass hghtly over the labours of many other 
deserving but less fortunate explorers, but I cannot omit to mention 
Mr. 0, ¥. Osborne, who about 1872 traversed the country from 
Pretoria to Del^oa Bay, finding "the colour" in several places, 
but weary and footsore, unprovided with means or implemente, 
and weakened by incessant fever, was unable to prosecute his 
researches to a successfiil result. Nevertheless his opinion waa" 
on the eastern slope of the Drakensberg (near Lydcnbui^) gold 
exists over a considerable extent of country, but its matrix is 
usually in low valleys overlaid by shales and sandstones, hence 
denudation has not been sufficiently extensive to form payable 
alluvial ground except to a very limited extent, which may also be 
generally said of all the districts to the south. On the Tugda 
river, in Katal, gold bearing veins have been discovered and a con- 
siderable amount of work done, but the result was small. Excellent 
specimens of galena and copper were found with manganese and 
cinnabar, and it seemsprobable that Natal is the southern boundary 
of that great field which extends north to the Limpopo and Mata- 
bililand. Hitherto though an immense amonnt of prospecting has 
been done, and " the colour " obtained over thousands of miles, no 
payable alluvial gold field has been discovered, a &ct which goes 
far to prove that Africa is to be a reefing country. It is a notable 

* It mnst bo borne in mind this opiiuon was formed previoos to Vtko 
ducoverj of the IjdBnbDr^ alluyial gold fields, bat taken in connexion 
wJQi tbat discoTery it points to very eitenflive fields. 
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feet that where the schists and other gold producing rocks occnr 
they are nearly always exposed in a very limited manner, generally 
resting nnconfonnably npon granite and overlaid by sandstone 
shales and occasional limestone. Apparently the beds are of no 
great thJctaess, and owe their appearance solely to the action of 
intrnsive rocks which in many places hare bnrst throi^h and 
formed the higher hills in the great valleys, throwing the prodigioos 
saperincnmbent strata into those enormons ridges whose escarp- 
ments are so characteristic of the Drakensberg districts, and 
showing the schistose rocks in narrow beds between. The schists 
appear only in the lower yalleys and gorges, and have eiperienced 
bnt little denudation, hence the paucity of anything beyond 
" colour " in aUuvial gold. 

It is difficult, if not almost impossible; for anyone not resident 
npon the spot and thoroughly conversant with all the incidents, to 
award rightly the merit of the actual discovery of what we may 
now term with some confidence, the payable alluvial gold fields of 
Lydenburg, but it seema probable that our fellow colonists, Mr. E. 
Buttons, Mr. Parsons, and Mr. McLachlan were among those 
who gave the earliest impulse to the tide of research, which taken 
at the flood has led to fortune in many cases, and will we hope 
in xaanj more. Mr. Button sunk a shaft near Lydenburg and 
found gold in snail quantity, but his good genius led him to the 
reef at EersteUng, where according to the latest accounts (April 
1874) he has now about 3,000 tons of rich quartz npon the surfece 
and probably has his machinery ready to commence crushing. 

From Lydenburg various reports calculated to excite or depress 
the public hopes continued to arrive, till in February, 1875, 
news was received officially in Pretoria that Messrs, Parsons, 
McLaughlin, and Valentine, had given notice to the Laaddrost 
of Lydenborg, that they had discovered alluvial gold, six hours on 
horseback east of Lydenburg, and, that in case it shonld turn out 
payable, they claimed the amount provided by the law. To 
understand the position of the new gold field with tolerable 
accuracy, it must be imderstood that the interior of Southern 
AMca is a vast table land, say ronghly about 5,000 feet high in 
tie central regions, and of this the Drakensberg, running nearly 
paraUel with the coast, and fi-om 100 to 150 miles inland, forms 
its south-eastern edge, presenting a succession of steep slopes, and 
secondary plateaux towards the sea, while landward it is but one or 
two thonsaud feet higher than the plains of the interior, and slopes 
towards them so gradually that the difference of level is scarcely 
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perceptible, except bj the change in temperature, and in vegetation. 
In consequence of this the Yaal and Orange rivers, rising in the 
Drakensberg, flow westward across the continent and find a passage 
to the Atlantic through chasms in the range which on that side 
answer to the Drakensberg. The rivers, such as the Tugela and 
others in K'atal and Zululuid, rising in the eastern face rush 
with comparatively short courses to the Indian Ocean ; but about 
the parallel of 20", or in the latitude of New Scotland, a rounded 
elevation called Klipstaple, 6,328 feet above the sea, and perhaps 
thirty mUes inland from the edge of the Berg, is the highest point, 
and from this Hill of fountains flow waters to join the Vaal- 
river and the Olifants river, a branch of the Limpopo to the west, 
while others hastening south-east to flow by the Dundar river into 
Delagoa Bay, and north-east to reach the same goal by the IJm- 
komatie, Manice, or King George's river, break through the ridge 
by deep clefts and msh in torrents down gorges in its sides, nntii 
they reach the comparatively level country intervening bet^veen 
the Drakensbei^ and its secondary ridge, the Lebomba, forty or 
fifty mUes from the coast. The Limpopo itself rises about 240 
miles from the east coast ; but instead of flowing to the Atlantic 
«weeps ronud by north and east, breaks through the Drakensberg 
in about 22'30 south, and jomed by the Oli&nts river under the 
Bei^, and turning south through a vast extent of alluvial country, 
formed in a great measure by sand and debris brought down by 
this and other rivers, it enters the sea at Inhampnra, in latitude, 
according to Mr. St. Vincent Erskine, 26-15-9 south, longitude, 33-40 
east. South of the great bend thus formed, and fifl«en or twenty 
miles west of Mauchbe^, a peak 8,725 feet high, on the Drtiens- 
berg ridge, the town of Lydenburg, or K"ew Origstadt, nestles in a 
valley 5,825 feet above the sea, on one of the spruits of the Spek- 
hoom river, which flows north to join the Olif^nt, The old town 
of Origstadt, abandoned about 1850 in consequence of its liability 
to fever, being about forty nules below Lydenbnig on the same 
river. 

From Lydenburg two roads lead over the ridge ; one taking a 
north and east course by Kmyger's Post, and John Miller's, to 
Pilgrim's rest, on the Blyde river, flowing north to the OliiantB 
river, and the otiiet going sonth-esst past Manchsbetg over a series cS 
hills, called most descriptively the " Devil's KntuUes," to &e Spib 
kop, a peak of 100 feet in height, tmd Uien turning north acrosa 
Uie valley of the Umsaabi or Sabia river, pusiitg the Sabia water&ll 
150 feet high, the Picnic falls 250 feet in height on Badenhoff 
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sprnit, EtlBO a brancb of the Umsaabi, and then aflcending to 
McLachlanB' farm, Geelhoutboom, on which are the gold fields 
and township of Macamac or UacMac, near a waterfall about 50 
feet high of the Bame name. 

I have only to add that MacMac, or Oeelhoatboom (the yellow 
wood tree) is about 4,750 feet high (by Mr, Bellville's measure- 
ment), that the Saabi flowing eastward breaks through a poort in 
the Lebomba and turns south to join the TJmkomati, or Xing 
George ; that to the south of Lydenbnrg the Umgwainza or 
Exokodll river rising in groote Zoiterboschkop, breaks through the 
Drakensbei^, and collecting a number of affluents on the eastern 
slopes joins the Umkomati before it reaches the Lebomba nmge, 
and I trust with the aid of the map which accompanies this work, 
that the reader will gain a tolerable idea of the geography of the 
Lydenburg gold fields, which are supposed to extend about 60 
miles north and south along the sources of the Blyde river, the 
Umsaabi, the Krokodil, and the TJnikomatie, and eastward perhaps 
50 or 60 mOes into the fly and fever country in the direction of 
Lebomba. 
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CHAPTER X. 
THE PKODUOE OF THE LTDENBURG GOLD FIELDS. 



Foe a long time, as is invariably the case between the first diacovery 
and the annonncement of the first decided aucceas, the public were 
kept on the qui vive, elat«d beyond measure, when some fortunate 
fellow found a nugget, and as unduly depressed when others, who 
perhaps had worked hard for weeks or months and had found 
nothing, returned or sent letters describing their disajqwintments. 
On the 2nd April, 1873, Mr. Frederick Jeppe, Postmaster-General 
at Pretoria, received a letter from the Landrost of Lydenbm^, 
together with two and a half ounces of allnvial gold, found by the 
Landrost himself, in sis days, on the ferm named Hendricksdale, 
five and a half hours (thirty-three miles) east of the town, and 
shortly after gold was discovered on the ferm of Jan and Hendrick 
Muller. Small nuggets were found in the plaster of their houses, 
and gold dust in the water furrow flowing past the door of the 
former. The early incidents in the history of these gold fields 
ate related so succinctly in a letter published in the Trans-Vtud 
Advocate that I cannot do better than give the translation : — 

" In the bed of a spruit running through the fimn (Hendricks- 
dale), alluvial gold was found in sufficient quantity to justify the 
opinion that it was present in paying quantities, and this opinion 
was confirmed from day to day by the following fects ; — 

"1st. — Messrs. McLachlan, Palmer, and Valentine, with two 
kafirs, and without proper appliances, found in fourteen days the 
first sample of two ounces, among which is a nt^get the size of a 
half aovereign, somewhat longer but more flattened. 
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'* 2nd. — ^Mr. Valentine with two kafirs fonnd, and sent to the 
'Cashier of the Standard Bank of I^atal, a second sample of above 
two ounces, in which was a nugget as large as a middle sized bean. 

" 8rd. — Messrs. James and Sckntte brought in a sample of three 
quarter ozb., found by two men and thiee kafirs in five days. 

"4th. — The same persons in similar time fonnd gold which 
weighed six sovereigns. 

" 5th. — Mr. Abel Eraamns brought in a sample in a very Email 
medicine phial, which weighed fonrteen sovereigns, bought 
by Mr. James for £8, fotmd by one man and four kafiis in five 
^ys, on Mr. Erasmus's farm. 

" 6th. — His son, eight years of age, found five shillings worth 
of gold in two days. 

" 7th. — ^Mr. James casually visiting the fields found gold to the 
value of seven and sixpence in four hours. 

" 8th. — ^Mr. De Sousa bought a nngget from Erasmus for ten 
shillings. 

The gold district was at that time supposed I^ Mr. McLachlan 
to be about fifty miles long by eight broad, and six or eight forms 
were known to have gold upon them. The samples just mentioned 
were obtained with the most primitive appliances, and often by 
inexperienced people, who were incapable of saving anything but 
coarse heavy grains, besides which labour was scarce, provisions 
and accommodation the same, and the road extremely rough and 
mountainous, but this last-mentioned fact, combined with the ele- 
vation of the country above the sea, rendered it very healthy. The 
gold was found about three feet below the sur&ce, the upper layer 
being red clay ; then large gravel quartz in fragments, lime atone, 
and a cindery fiised substance, like sl^ from a smelting iurnace, 
but softer ; below this is a soil black soil which when put in the 
box reminds one of a mixture of tar and oil, and with this a soft 
pipe clay is found. The qnartz when pounded proved also to have 
gold in it, and so did the cinder layer, and the stones of which the 
cattle kraal was built contained gold. The beet finds were usually 
under or between lai^ boulders, as well as in the plaster of the 
house. A reef not fer off showed signs of richness. The ftam 
(Messrs. Erasmus and Muller's) was at that time hired for thirty 
years at £200 per annum. One of my friends describes the 
country as magnificent, and in fact it must resemble very nearly 
the np-country districts of Natal. To the west are the huge sand- 
stone clifis of the Drakensberg, broken here and there by deep 
klobfa and gorges for the passage of the larger rivers, while little 
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rills and riTulets stream tKua the monntain sides, and iind their 
way by various channels down grasBy slopes or wooded hollows,' 
OT over precipitous leaps of from 10 to 2<>0 feet. Among these 
hills are caves, in one of which ono might travel nndei^ound for 
hours, and here, in oldeo time, the natives sheltered themselves and 
cattle in many an inter-tribal war, Skulls and bones of men and 
cattle are found, and tradition, whether justly or not, brands the 
bccnpiers as cannibals.* ^ear some of the southern sources of the 
Urn Saabi, or Sabea (so called by the Boers in mistake for the real 
river of that name), is the Spitz Kop, 7,100 feet high, under 
which the first gold in the district was found. Of course 
fesa^;erated reports were rife both for and against the fields. 
One Boer wrote to say that he had four ounces, but it turned out 
that he had weighed in (qyothecary's scales, and had reckoned each 
separate weight as an ounce, the fact beii^ that his whole find 
hardly amounted to an ounce in weight. 



■ It ItM long been, known that tribes robbod of their cattle b; streamer 
ones hare been compelled to resort to hnmon flesh lor Biutenance, and tiitA 
tliej have continned Uia habit tifter Uieir relom to comparative plenty 
has reliered them team tlie necessity; bat it has always been uwlerstood 
tbat under each oiccmnstanoes the idying out of the practice was oiixy a 
question of time. 
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CHAPTER XL 
THE -WORKING OF THE GOLD FIELDS. 

5^ Dmvn of Prosprnfy. 

MoxTH after month the pioneers in the Lydenbnrg districts worked 
on, sometimes elated by Bnccessi which cheered their spirits, and 
brightened their prospecta, as with a gleam of sunlight ; and at other 
times depressed by long, and almost fruitless labour, while their dis- 
eomfort was enhanced by the high price and precarious supply even 
of the necessaries of life ; as weU aa by the imposaihility of building 
permanent, or even tolerably comfortable, habitations, while no 
actoally "payable field," on which it would answer a man'apnrpose 
to settle down to steady work, had yet been discovered. Meanwhile 
the unemployed, or the unfortunate at the diamond fields, watched 
their progress with breathless anxiety, for to the success of the 
Lydenburg diners they looked, as to to their sole chance of 
salvation from min and helpless poverty. 

In Natal attention was for some time divided by the Em- 
bassy of the Hon. Theophilns Shepstone, Secretary for Native 
Afiairs, accompanied by 130 Colonial Volunteers, to Zultdand, 
for the purpose of installing Ketchlwayo, as Chief of the Zulu 
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Xfttion, and Eaccessor to the late Snpreme Chief tJmpanda, 
and after this by the rebellion of the Chief Langalebslele, who, 
tuTisg been admitted ae a fugitive into Natal, and located and 
Bheltered for many years within the Colony, had at length thonght 
himself strong enoi^h to defy the GoTemmeut that had so bng 
protected him. Bnt the diggii^ were not forgotten, and while we 
were away npoa this dnty, my friend, Mr. Alexander Maclean, had 
reached the gold fields, and was trying hia. fortune there. He 
left Pieter-Maritzbnig on the 27th May, 1873, and reached 
Lydenbni^ in twenty-nine days, with the loss of only one ox by 
"red water," and a coqple knocked np, an instance of somewhf^ 
singnlar good fortune compared with the mishaps of others, many 
of whom 'lost ne^oly all thsir oxen from disease, want of grass, 
and other causes. He found the road from Newcastle to Lydenbui^ 
heavy enough, but the thirty miles from Lydenbm'g to the Spitz Eop 
dig^lingB baffled description. There had been a great number of 
persons at Spitz E!op,bnt only three parties (one of them a very strong 
one) remained. Theyhadbeenworkingthreeweeks,andtheamoant 
th«^ had done was considerable, but the result of their labour was 
not proportionate, and they had determined to remove. 

After a week's initiatory dicing at Spitz Eop, Mr, Madean 
accompanied the last of the diners to McLachlan's &rm, twenty 
or twenty-five miles north, and found the creek occnpied by 
promising di^;ings for about two miles of its length. The prospects 
were improvii^, and the clauns were all taken np, but a friendly 
and kind-hearted fellow let him have half his claim (the foil 
measure being fifteen feet along the stream by fifty on either 
side). He set to work without deUy, and the first operation was to 
divide the stream that he might be able to work down to the bed 
rock or clay where most of the gold lies, but it was ahn(«t 
impossible to do this properly, becanse there was not fall enon^ 
to carry away the water, and the waste of one digger would somfr- 
times keep the man above him working knee deep in water, 
and, therefore, unable to clear np from the bottom all the 
anriferone soil. 

Some, however, who had a better fUl, and were in consequence 
able to keep dry and work in comfort, were doing pretty well, that 
is to say, " occasionally getting their ounce, or two, or three, or 
even five ounces in one day," bnt these bore a smaller proportion 
to the mass of diggers. It is difficult to leain the finds j>er diem, 
but Mr, McLachlan guessed the average at five or six penny 
weights. In his own cas^ after sluicing for three weeks, frcon 
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Bimrise to annset, with the help of four Eafira, hia gold weighed 
hardly three oauces. Even the moat experienced, and fortimate, 
were of opinion that something better must torn up before the 
fields could be proclaimed aa payable. Bnt it had been sufficiently 
proved that there was gold all over the conntry, and every one 
hoped that a rich spot would soon be found. 

Mr. Maclean wrote iu the highest terms of "The beautiM 
country, and delicious climate; the happy medium between heat 
and cold, such as he had nowhere else experienced." Fine rains 
had fallen during the early part of Ai:^^t, and the grass was 
already so forward that it was beginning to be possible to t^vel. 
Some were ah^ady_ on the move to prospect new locahties. The 
number of diggers at work, on the 10th of March, was about 180, 
and the writer thought that in another month or two the claims 
would be worted out and deserted — the creek beii^ only two 
miles long ; he adda, " Gold digging is thoroughly established and 
wiL be carried on in other fields, but at present I do not advise 
my friends to come up. The Trans-Vaal Government takes no 
notice of the diggings, but we have tipro. tern. Commission, and 
C(Hnmittee of Diggers, who settle disputes," 

Mr. Maclean's anticipation of the exhaustion of the creek has 
not been realised, but with regard to its speedy desertion, he was 
right, for in September, Mr. William Trafibrd, a miner, who had 
been prospecting twelve or fourteen miles north, on the sources of 
the Blyde river, reported the discovery of payable gold in a valley 
on one of the head waters which he named " Pilgrim's Eest," and 
this he duly notified in the " Commiasionera' " camp, asserting his 
right to a "Discovery Claim," i.e., & choice piece of ground, from 
double to quadruple the size of common claims, according to the 
distance from any established gold field at which the new 
diggings are found. 

The new diggings at Pilgrim's Rest were, I believe, so named 
from the similitude of a prospecting journey to a pi^inw^e, and 
of the likeness of the fortunate discovery to the arrival at the 
Shrine. They were situated on a ferm, bought in April, by 
Mr. Guzman, of Pretoria, and extended about five miles along 
Pilgrim's Creek, a tributary of the Blyde (Blythe or Joyiol) Eiver, 
BO called because in the early days of the Dutch emigration from 
the Cape Colony, say about 1840, two parties of Boers, travelling 
about with their flocks, their herds, and their fiunihes, rejoined, 
after having missed each other at Trewe Kivier, or the Eiver of 
Weeping, a few miles more east, Blyde River runs north to the 
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Oli&ntB river, or Lipalolah, wliiah in turn empties itself into the 
Limpopo. 

In the early part of September, althongh little minii^ was 
done, excellent proapects of coarse gold had been found from 
h^her lands in the vicinity, bat the richneBS of the creek 
had yet to be ascertained. There was plenty of water with 
immense boulders of iron stone, granite and quartz. The Gold 
Commissioner visited the place and issued licences, and the 
Commissioner of Police established a force there. Provisions 
were very scarce and no meal of auy kind was in camp. The 
few Boers in the vicinity being unprovided for so sudden an 
increase in the demand for farm produce, while those at a distance 
had not yet cogitated long enough over the probable advantage of 
getting their wagons under weigh to carry bread stuffs to the 



The old di^ngs still continued to yield a steady reward to those 
who stuck to their claims, instead of deserting them at the first 
i-umour of fresh fields and pastures new, and they began to find 
that gold extended into the banks and terraces instead of being 
confined to the bed of the creeks. The revenue of the camps 
was still good, and gold was sufficiently plentiful to be recognised 
as a circulating medium, and was taken for goods at the rate of 
£3 158. per ounce. On the 22nd September there were not 
twenty-five lbs. of meal in the camp. 

His Honor, the President of theEepublic (Mr. Bnrgers), visited 
the fields, and sanctioned the general name of New Caledonia, 
while at the original diggii^ on MacLachlan's fann, or Geelhont- 
boom, he authorized the establishment of a township to be called 
McMc, MacMac, or Macamac. The first orthography being most 
clearly indicative of its origin, and the last of its general pro- 
nunciation among the Boers and natives, tbongh, I believe, the 
latter, from the apparent fact that both are " diggings," call the 
gold fields the " New Diamond." The President authorised a 
grant of £1,000 for the construction of a road to Delagoa Bay. 

The Big Nvggels. 
In the course of September it was reported that Mr. Honey- 
man found a nugget weighing ten ozs., and that several others 
of considerable size had been found. The "Emma Nugget," 
weighing sixteen and a half oza., was described as an irregular 
square of two and a quarter inches, and the " Adeliza Nu^et," 
of twenty-two ozs, seventeen and a half dwts., as a somewhat 
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Hdney shaped maaa three and five-eighth inches long by one and: 
three-Hjuarter broad — ^photographs of their natural size were pub-. 
iiahed in the Colony — and others of twenty ozs., thirty ozs., and fonr 
lbs., and eight lbs. weight, respectively, were reported, but I cannot 
state positively that the latter received confiijnation. 

Some of these nnggets (I think the Emma and AJdeliza), were 
talLen by His Honor, the President to Pretoria, and their, 
geniilDeueBs having been qnestioned, two experienced Austialiui - 
diggers, John WiUiams and WiUiam Qrosser, examined them, and 
pablicly recorded their verdict in favoor of the nuggets. These 
men were on their way to the fields with a party, and had hired a, 
wagon, at an expense of £5 per head, with a right to carry 200 lbs. : 
of lag^^e each ; they were well supplied and were expected to 
prove an acquisition to the community. 

The nuggets already mentioned were, however, doomed to fade; 
into comparative insignificance by the reported find of another, 
whose weight was variously stated at fi'om fifteen to twenty-five, 
lbs, ; bat was confidently supposed to be not less than two lbs. 
Speculation was rife, and every one was eager for proofe. The, 
latest arrivals at Pretoria were closely questioned, but they could 
only say they knew men who had seen it, and begged that the 
names even of these eye witnesaesmightnot be mentioned, as great 
reticence, for obvious reasons, was observed by the diggers, and no 
man liked to be suspected of bruiting abroad the secrets of another. 
A movement was immediately set on foot to form a company for 
the purpose of buying this nuggetondexhibitingitat the Diamond 
Fields, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town ; while Mr. Parker, of' 
Parker, Wood and Co., Durban, and Mr. Leathern, who were then- 
: starting from Pretoria for Lydenburg, hoped to purchase and bring 
it down to Natal. A P,9, to a letter WTitten on the 7th November 
.stated that it had actually arrived in Pretoria, but this was never 
confirmed, and gradually this " nugget of the brain, this false 
<a'eation," faded and vanished from the letters of occasionals and 
.specials, and was subsequently said to be a bundle of kafir's picliE 

■ coroded and rusted into one mass, which some one had humour- . 

■ ously christened a nugget. Another nugget of sixteen lbs, was 
-talked of, but this was presented to the fortunate digger by his wife,, 
who declared it to be the most precious little thing that mortal ever 

.set eyes on. [N.B, — Mamma would not accept £3 15s. per oz. for 
it, even had a dealer been hberal enough to make the offer.] 

To balance this disappointment, however, it was stated that Mr. 
De ViUiers arrived, bringing fifteen pounds weight of gold, which' 
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■ma freely shown in Pretoria, and Mr, Piet Kiraten *' arrived this. 

morning " {7th November) with twenty-one pounds. 

About the same date a writer from Pilgrim's Rest says : — " The- 
finds at this creek give general aatisfactioa. The only gmmbling 
WB hear is aboat the nnmerons unwieldy boulders. We were told 
jeeteiday of one di^er who had collected seventeen ounces there in 
om week. The creek atMacamac is still producing very nice sam- 
ples, and there is plenty of ground there which will repay working." 

" A gentleman arrived from England in exactly two montha. 
He reached the Cape per steam ship "Windsor Castle/' stayed six 
days in Cape Town, five in Port Elizabeth, six in Durban, and 
three in Delagoa Bay, finishing his journey on foot to Macamac, 
making only forty-two da^ of actual travel," 

The gold fields, as will be seen from the last extract, were by 
this time beginning to excite attention, not only in South Africa, 
bnt in Europe, and it was considered advisable to push forward to 
completion the road that some years before bad been projected 
fiwm Lydenbnrg to Delagoa Bay, a distance of about 200 miles, 
by which it was reckoned that a saving of half the land carriage 
might be effected, the distance from Port Natal, vid New Scotland 
being reckoned at 420 miles. Nevertheless, agdnst this saving must 
be set the difficulties of the route, the low country between the fields 
and Delagoa Bay being infested for about forty miles by the deadly 
cattle pest, the Tsetse fly, and dangerous to human life, on account 
of the prevalence of fever from September to May — ^while during 
the same season the two principal rivers, the " Krotodil " and the 
" Comati," were rendered frequently impassable by the rains. On. 
the 16th of November Mr, J. P. Ablett was at Macamac, having 
gone up from Delagoa on an experimental trip, but was of opinion 
that at that time transport was impracticable, he himself having 
been stopped, although so early in the season, by the rivers jnst 
mentioned. The weather was fearfully wet, and com crops that 
had withstood frost, drought, locusts, and hail, at Oomati and 
Krokodil rivers, were all destroyed, a sure omen of hard times in 
store both for formers and diggers. 

Nevertheless, successfiil finds kept up the spirit of the digging 
oommnnity, and enconr^cd them to battle on gainst hunger and. 
discomfort. One of my friends wrote dating 

" McMc, New Caledonia, Gold Fields,. 
"17/A Novm.ber, 1878. 

" Well, here I am, settled in the most beautiful country I have- 
ever seen, and what lends enchantment to the view is the conscious- 



Digitizefl by Google 



FIKDS AT THE 'flIAOItA.O" FIELDS. 137 

nes3 of treading on groand that will, with ordinaiy intelligence 
and labour, yield to eveiy one a living. Some reap a larger harrest 
tlian others, but none need starve. The soand of gnunbling is 
rarely heard, and the majoritj of dig$;er8 are loaking something 
better than wages. I know personally of Bevcral diners who 
have been enabled to lay aaide from £500 to £700. 

" I have a fbnrth share in one claim, and that alone would enable 
me to keep the wolf from the door. In short, let me tell you the 
payable gold fields here are a iitct. 

" On the creek here, &om which the present nn^ets were taken, 
the gold is not so heavy as that at the other camp, 

"One man I met took oat of his claim dnring three days last 
week, seven ounces, two onnces, and five and a half ounces, and 
the^, I can assnte yon, are not the largest qoantities that have 
beeU washed ont of adjoining claims. 

" When I arrived her^ in Angost, kafir labour was scarce, now it 
is plentiful, large gangs having been brought from Delagoa Bay. 

" The road from Delagoa Bay to the Lebomba mountains has 
been completed, and by the time you receive this letter that from 
the northern slope of the mountains to Lydenburg Borp will have 
been finished. • • • • 

"As many people are at a loss as to the name of this camp, let 
me inform you that, by desire of the President, it has been named 
McMc, and not Macamac." 

In December my friends, Idr. Wm. Leathern and Mr. Parker, 
arrived in Durban. The latter gentleman brought down nine 
pounds of gold, which I and, in feet, all who wished, were allowed 
to see. The firm (Parker, Wood and Co.) decided at once on 
Bending up goods, and establishiug a store at the fields. 

Mr. Leathern told me he considered the twenty-one pound nug- 
get to be an exaggeration, but he believed in nuggets up to nine 
pounds. The diggers will not tell what amount of gold they have, 
in fact it. is not etiquette for any man to ask, and the questioner 
would most likely get a rebuff less polished in diction than strong 
in sentiment. Katntally a digger with a good claim would not 
like to tell what amount of gold he had in his tent unguarded for 
many hours in the day, and stored perhaps in some old leather 
ponch or equally insufficient substitute for a strong box. Even 
when they knew Mr. Parker was a bond Jide buyer they were ex- 
tremely reticent, but Mr. Leathern knew one man who had fifty 
pounds weight of gold, and another (one of a party of three) had 
for his share 105 ounces, which he produced, being one-third of 
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the vhole find. Mr. L. saw one man washingwho ecpected to get 
an onnce for hia day's work, and in feet declared he would not work 
for less than an ounce a day. Another refused £28 per month 
wages ; aeBertiug that he could do better for himself. There was 
little or no grumbUng, and Mr. Leathern believed £10,000 would 
not buy anythii^ like the gold then oa the fieldfl at £S 15a. per oz. 

Kot long after this a find was reported which was deemed 
worthy to be the subject of a special certificate, and perhapa it 
will be better for me to follow the example of the Volkstem in 
copying the letters, so that the signatures may carry their own due 
weight, and the reader be satisfied that the statement is not made 
on private authority. 

" Gold Commissioner's Office, 

" Uacamac, Srd December, 187S, 

" Sir, — I have the honour to introduce Mr. J. W. S. BEurington, 
one of the lucky finders of four lai^ nuggets, with a quantity of 
smaller ones, amounting in all to some thirteen lbs. eight ozs. in 
one day. He is going to take them to your city, Pretoria 
Potchefstroom, and the Diamond Fields, and from there to the 
principal towns in the Colonies for exhibition. 

" I have known Meaars. Barrington, Oabome, and Farely, for 
some time ; thej are all among the number who have remained 
here from the early days of our fields, have been hard workers and 
deserve their luck. 

" I have requested Mr. Barrington to call on you at once, on hia 
arrival at Pretoria, to shew the find to the Government, before 
exhibiting it to private pari;ies. 

" Everything here looks proqierons, and the miners are going 
in to work with a will. 

" Hoping to be able to Send yoa still better accounts irom Kew 
Caledonia soon. 

" I have, &c., 
" The Hon. N. J. E. Swabt, " W. Macdonatj), 

" State Secretary, " Gold Oommiasioner, 

" Pretoria." 

Accompanying this is the following certificate : — 
" Gold Commissioner's Office, 

" New Caledonia Gold Fields, S. A, Republic, 
" Srrf Dear., 187S. 

" This . is to certify that Messrs. Osborne, Barrington, and 
Farely, Gold Miners, at the diggings known aa Pilgrim'fl Best, 
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Nen- Caledonia Gold Fields, Sonth African Eepablic, did find (4) 
fo'.u" large nnggetB, with a quantity of Bmaller ones — in all abont 
(,13) thirteen pounds (8) eight ounces — in one day, and that the 
gold was brought to me for inspection. This being the largest 
known find on these gold fields, in the same space of time. This 
is to certify to its genuineness. 

" W. MaODOH ALD, 

" Gold Conmu'eBioner. 

" Certified for true aignatnre of the Gold Commissioner. 

" SWAET, 

" State Secretary of the GoTemment Office, 
"Pretoria, S. A, Republic, 

" I2/A Zto-., 1878." 

A letter published at the same time states that " Last week one 
inan found seventeen ounces in one day, and several ounces on 
following days, another found nine ounces in three hours' work. 
Many are finding two and three onnces a day. One claim produced 
OTer a pound weight, three consecutive days.* As a role, people 
do very fairly, and when I see and handle, which I have done, 
these amounts, and eonaider the strides which have been made in 
the five months I have been on the fields, I cannot but beheve in the 
predictions, which mark out for this country a grand career." 

Bj this time the gold itself began to be distribnted, various 
parcels reached the Diamond Fields, Natal, Port Elizabeth, and 
Cape Town, bearing in the moat substantial manner testimony 
to the truth of such reports as those already quoted. 

InFebmary, 1874,tbeE.M.S. "Basuto" took from Natal thir- 
teen to fourteen lbs. of Lydenburg gold. A parcel of twenty-five lbs. 
eleven dwts., in which was one nugget of eight and a half ozs., 
was received in Cape Town. A nugget of, I think, one and a half 
lb. weight was exhibited, and in the market report for March, in 
Pleter Maritzburg, we find " 886 ozs. gold Lydenburg £3 12s. 6d. 
offered, not sold;" "five ozs. gold Macamac £8 18s. per oz. 
Eoseveare." Mr. Rosevearo also brought down with him from 
the fields twenty-eight lbs. weight of gold, and this I narrowly 
missed seeing, as I called at the " Royd Hotel," Durban, where 
lie stayed, just two hours after it had been packed up for shipment 
by the " Florence." 

* The meaning: ot this ia open to doubt, bot if it is 011I7 oco pound in 
Ute three da-Ts, the iim of luck was not bad. 
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Onr smnmer, or rainy seaBon, was now well advanced, and Uie 
inoeflBant ahowen, and flooded condition of all die creeks greatly 
bindered woi^ in the known gold fields, and almost entirdy forbade 
ivospecting. fTeverthdefls, under all difficulties, the woi^ went on. 
On the 24th of Febraaiy, ^le editor of tiie Gold News (I think 
in the first nnmber) Toocbed-fot finds of eighty-five omices, five 
<paiice8, and fonr ounces, Hr.\West, an Australian digger of mote 
than twenty yean experience, reported that about 300 men were at 
woi^ and all finding more or leas gold. Five cliums were yielding 
two cmnces per diem each, while some were not umlriTig wages. 
Another digger, writing from the spot, says : — " Some find from 
three to four dwts. per day, others aa many oonces." KcKinnon, 
an old digger working alone, got sixteen ounces from one-and-a- 
half loads of stuff. You often hear of mmilar strokes of good luck 
but some parties are making nothing. On the 2ith February, 
Dr. Scoble, of Natal, found on the t^race a nine ounce nugget and 
three ounces of small gold, while a day or two before " young 
Steere, of Maritzbm^, turned out a five pound nugget at Pilgrim's 
Sest. In March, about the 2Gth, the Gold News reports : — "A 
nngget of pore gold, weighing twenty onuces nine peimyweights, 
was found on Tuesday last by Mr. Da Costa in the claim of Dr. 
Thompson. It was found on the top stuff, and lay snugly under- 
neath a large stone." On April the 18th a nineteen ounce nugget 
was found, and another of a pound weight, the result of a day's 
dniciog ; while in a private letter of the I8th,the writer who went, 
ap " in Evans's trap " says he visited Pilgrim's Kesfc creek and 
found most of the diggers satisfied. He mendoos one who had 
averaged one and a half ounces for 100 days, but says that Steere 
denied having found the reported five pound nugget. One digger 
had worked two months withont succesB, and then shifted ground, 
and found in a few days " a two and a half pound nugget and lots 
of smaller ones." 

One person left the fields for a trip to England with fifty pounds 
of gold, leaving his claim to be worked by a party till hia return. 
He stales also, on information he beheves to be reliable^ that there 
are diggers on the fields who have in their possession from 1,000 to 
1,800 ounces of gold, all of their own finding. He himself had 
started digging with a mate. His first week was successftil, but the 
second was occupied in nothing but moving boulders. At the date 
of his letter he was doing well and was satisfied. He adds : — " A sin- 
gular occurrence took place the other day. A piece of land, thought 
nothmg of by the old hands who were working on the opposite 
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ade of the oreet, was mabed by an adventurer, who found on the 
first day nine onncea, second day thirteen ounces, third day eleven 
onncee, and has done well each day since." 

Claims were v^ued at irom £40 to £800 each according to the 
natnre of the ground. 



I have already mentioned that the setting in of the wet season 
ibnost entirely put a stop to eflfective prospecting ; nevertheleBs, 
-some adventurooB parties braved the discomfort and the ri^ of 
fever, and succeeded in finding gold bearii^ localities. One of 
these was a creek eight or ten miles north of Pilgrim's Best, and on 
the other side of the Blyde river. The "prospect" announced was 
a nu^et of three dwte. and five dwte. of fine gold to a pan, and 
this being in the top stuff encouraged several diggers to gather 
there in hope of better reaulto lower down. Old building*— 
deserted huts and remains of orchards — showed what bad 
previonsly been a &rm or inhabited place of some importiancef 
and &om the niunber of peach trees remaining it was called 
" Peach Knah." 

Others ventured about forty miles to the northward, down the 
Blyde river, and got into the vicinity of Origstadt. They found 
quarts with gold in it, and also found alluvial gold in quantities, 
probably payable, but their temerity exposed them to attacks of 
&ver, tram which it is stated one or two died, and the others 
returned much weakened. 

Another anriferons locality was discovered at Water&U creek, 
and early in March sixty-tb^e diners were at work, but only 
twenty or thirty were said to be m^ing anything. On the 18th 
Mr. Nolan had found two nuggets weighing half an ounce, but no 
one had found heavy gold. A canteen had arrived, but no store 
had yet been opened. Mr. Nolan, the discoverer of the gold, 
reported his success to the commissioner. "Water&ll Greek 
Eush," was proclaimed a payable gold field, and the discoverer 
would be entitled to a olaim — ^probably double the usual size — as 
Waterfall could hardly be do far distant from Pilgrim's rest as to 
eititle him to have his claim trebled or quadrupled. 

Should the whole creek, about fiye mUes long, from "Water&U to 
Blyde river, turn out payable, it was estimated that there would be 
room for 1,000 men to work, and the general complaint of want 
of room would cease, at all events for a time. Messrs. McKinnon 
and Thompson found a handsome prospect of eight ounces in one 
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crevice about the falla. The only man who had really done any 
eitenaive work had fonnd a feir retnro. The flooded state of the 
creek prevented a thorough search, bnt it waa expected*that when 
the sninmer had passed, and the water was down to winter level, 
there wonld be Bomething interesting to chronicle about rushes 



Dnring the same month a party of merchants at Lydenburg 
mbscribed to equip two eiperienced Anstralian diners fbr a 
prospecting trip. On the very first day they found " colour " at a 
short distance, and on the second day they brought into Lydenbm^ 
gold which had been fonnd actually upon the town lands. 

And now, in submitting this brief summary of the condition 
and prospects of the gold fields up to date, I mnst bespeak the 
readers' indulgent consideration to the impossibility of keepmg 
pace (in a work to be published in London) with the current of 
actual discovery ; Uie winter season in which prospecting may be 
safely carried on is now commencing, and perhaps, as I post this 
manuscript for the mail of to-morrew (May 14th, 1874), I may 
hear of new discoveries. 

Besides this the quartz from the vicini^ of the Berlin missioff 
station of Nazareth, in the Trans-Taal, "rich in gold, inmckle, 
and in cobalt," and said to be worth at least £25 per ton in the 
rough, may already have reached England, and the resolt of the 
assay will be known in London long before I can hear of it. 

The latest testimony I can give is that I saw thirty-one ounces 
of gold a day or two ago brought from McMc and Pilgrim's Rest, 
and that one of my iriends not long ago sent 145 ounces home. 
But to me the most interestmg specimen was a half ounce obtained 
from the country to the Bonth-east of Matabililand, probably abont 
half way between Hartley Hill and the rains of Mazimboeje — 
Zimbaoe or Zimbabye— of Herr Mauch, in which direction I have 
reason to believe that alluvial fields ae rich as, and more extensive 
than, tliose of Lydenburg await the coming of the explorer who 
shall unite to skill in prospectii^, patience, perseverance, and tact 
in dealing with the various native tribes, whose Mendsbip must be 
cnltJTated, and assistance gained, before the richest of all the 
districts of South-Eastem Africa shall be ready to surrender its 
treasures to the enterprise and industry of Europe. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
THE GATHERING OF MINING COMMUNITIES. , 

General and Provmonal Qovernment. — Mods of Workinrj.—: 

Establishment of Townships, — Formation of Roads. — Local!! 'j 

and Season, as affecting Health. — The Tsetse Fly. — Routes and 

Distances, — Mining Laws. — Comlttsion-. ■■ 



[Note, — Before posting the last chapter by the Royal Mail 
Steamer of to-day, May lith, 1874, 1 mentioned the impoBsibOity 
of concluding a record of the finds in Lydenbnrg district, when 
the season for traversing the lower country, without danger of 
fever, was just opening. And this morning my remark is justified 
t)y the arrival of the Gold News, of April 25th, with the following 
paragraph : — 

" We laiow of one party up creek this week who found ^seventy- 
four ounces in three days. A number of old hands are out 
prospecting, the rainy season is now past, and they can camp out 
without the misery of lying on wet ground."] 

Tee wisdom of the injunction, " Despise not the day of small 
things," was never better illustrated than by the history of the 
last few years ia Southern Africa. 

The purchase by a trader of a glittering stone, with which a 
child was playing, in that country, once described in the British 
Parliament, as " The moat barren and worthless desert on the 
earth's crust," was the b^;inning of that industry, which has 
planted a British Colony m that wilderness — has flooded the 
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markets of tbe world with diamondB — and now bids fair to fertilise 
the desert itself, with the water Uiat impedes the diggers, 1^ 
collecting in the mines, daring the rainy season, and saturating the 
enrronnding earth. 

A hnnter was led npon the spoor of elephants across quartz 
leefs, and abandoned natire workii^. The andent gold fields 
were brought to public notice. Steam power now sends home 
gold from Matabililandj and learned societies look (not despair- 
ingly) for the discojery of the scriptnral Ophir. 

A yonng Natalian travelled with one or two experienced miners 
in the Trans-Taal. He has brought from England and erected 
powerM cmshing machinery, which is probably by this time in 
profitable operation on the reef at Eersteling ; while his fellow- 
traveQerB are now among the successfol pioneers of the Lydenbnrg 
fields, where the increasing extent and richness of the alluTicJ finds 
are laying broad and deep the foundation of prosperity for tbe 
country.* 

In 1871-2, several prospectora were attracted to Marabastadt 
and Eersteling. Claims were marked out and worked with occa- 
Eional small success, buoying np tbe hopes, but never compensating 
the labours of the diners. 

The Trans-Vaal Government took but little action in the matter 
beyond proclaiming a reward of £500 for the discovery of a pay- 
able gold field, and demanding payment of £1 per licence &om all 
diggers. The licence, however, was to be paid at once, and followed 
by a payment of ten sbillingB per month while working on a claim; 
but the reward was payable twelve months after the opening of the 
diggings, and then only if 8,000 licences of £1 each should have 
been paid upon them. Tbe field also to be ten English miles 
square, with the spot on which the first sample was found in the 
centre, and at a distance of at least sixty miles from any other 
known gold field. Several instances might be quoted in which tbe 
reward has been claimed, but I am not awi^ of one in which all 

• Jane 2'>th, Tbe Volk>tti« reports ;— " A prirate letter from Uombastailt 
Baji, ' the opemtious there are tnminf out better than the (freatest well- 
wishei to tlie Bepnblic could hope. The yield of gold in propoitios to the 
qnartz crashed is aoraethinff enonnoiu. ' " Tbe Hatal Hereury addo — 
" Letters have been received in Dnrbui from Eerateliug-, confirming tlw 
above. Ur. Button's machinery is reported to be at work, and some qoart^ 
^itd^ was not expected to gire much, it any, gold, has jielded anrptislnglr.'' 
This (there is no reason to doi^ tbe Uiiokneas of tlie aniiferons qnarti 
reef) has yet to be nBcertained. Last finds at Ljdenborg for the week 
aomeUung lihe 120, lOo, 81, tnd 65 onncea. 
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the conditionB tutve been so exactly fiiMUed, that payment of it has 
been nade. 

The country, with reservBtions agaiiiBt trespase on cultivated 
lands or homeateada, was throwa open to all proE^jectore holding a 
licence, and the Qovemmenl, perhaps wisely, interfered as little as 
pcmble, merely appointing a gold commissioner, who, with s com- 
mittee of the diggers, waa empowered to frame bye-laws, to be 
afterwards confirmed by the Yolksraad or ParUament of the Re- 
pablic The search for alluTial gold at Marabaatadt and Eerstel- 
ing was, however, not successftd enough to induce a permanent 
settlement, and all bnt those interested in quarts mini ng dispersed 
or betook themselTcs to the. reported auriferous country near 
Lydenbnrg. 

On the 2nd of April, 1873, the first sample of two and a half 
ounces of gold from that locahty was received in PretoriE^ and on 
the lOtb of March about 180 d^gers were at work on Mr. Mac- 
Lachlan's farm and its vicinity. Bye-laws, as in other cases, wen 
enacted by a diggers' committee, the Landrost of the district being 
considered, ez officio, as gold commissioner. The Government pro- 
posed to fix the mining licence at £1 per month, because it was 
stated that claims were yielding monthly about £80 each, but if 
the number of nnsnccessfiil diggers was taken into account, the 
aver^;e would probably not be so high. In one instance, when 
the Government sent a commissioner to proclaim a gold field pay- 
able, the diners compelled bim to sign a document declaring that ' 
it was not so. Nevertheless, it was at least sufficient inducement 
for them to remain on one or other of the various " rushes," which, 
for the time, happened to assert most prominently its claim to rich- 
ness. None of the diggers, for most intelligible reasons, would tell 
ctf their sneceaaes, nor reveal the amount of gold hidden in some 
nook in their fragile and often unguarded tents, but the fields soon 
began to acquire the name of " Poor Man's Dig^nga," and the 
Austrdiana were . accused of being dissatisfied if they could not 
turn out £8 or £10 worth of gold in a day. 

In May there were at Nazareth about 100 wagons, and twice 
that number of diggers, bound for the gold fields, some of these 
vehiclea, of cocrse, were carrying provisions, but the majority of the 
men were consumers, rather than producers. And although great 
numbers returned in disgust at finding the work harder, and the 
reward leas certain than they had anticipated, yet constant 
accessious swelled the number of those who demanded food, and 
high prices prevailed. Meat was 6d. per lb., and often not to bs 
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had, Boer'a meal £8 to £3 5s. and £8 15s. per muid of 180 lbs., 
angar 7d. to 9d. per lb., coffee (taw) la. 6d. per lb., batter* Is. 6d. 
per lb. 

Flank ani. timber were procured from forests Bome thirty, and 
others sixty miles distant, the sawyers paying to the owners six 
planks ont of every forty for permission to cat them. The planks 
Bold on the fields for 15s. each. 

Farms of course rose in price. Hardly three years smce, in 
some districts of the Traos-Yaal, &nns of 6,000 acres, were scarcely 
worth two oxen, and at the first ramonr of gold discovery, £15 
each were given for several upon specnlation, hundreds of pounds 
beii^ demanded for them shortly after. In the Lydenboig 
district £150 was a high price, bat with the increasing confidence 
in the gold fields, this rose to £6,000 or £8,000. Two 
gold bearing &rms were let for thirty-three years at £200 per 
lyinnm each. 

The qneetioii of roads was forced npon the consideration of the 
Government, and its attention was directed to the repair and 
improvement of the main line from Pretoria t^ Nazareth to 
Lydenbnrg — ^while shortly afber £1,000 was voted for the comple- 
tion of that from Lydenboig to Delagoa Bay — and working parties 
were pnt upon the most steep or mgged parts of those leading from 
Lydenburg to the diggings. Many of the adventurers who had 
been nnfortunate, accepting, with commendable spirit, work npon 
the roads in preference to indolence, while waiting apon fortune. 

In September the President of the Trans-Vaal Eepublic visited 
the township that had already sprung up npon the farm, Geelhont- 
boom (or yellow wood), McLachlan's, and named the gold fielda 
"New Caledonia," and the township "McMc." He bought two 
nng^ts, the " Emma," sixteen and a half ounces, and the " Ade- 
liza," twenty-two ounces seventeen and a half pennyweights. He 
was received most cordially by the diggers, and a pubhc meeting, 
a pic-nic, and a ball, were inclnded in the marks of respect and 
aU«ntio& that were shown him. 

Of course, the projected railroad between Pretoria and Delagoa 
Bay was the freqaent subject of discussion, bat nothing could be 
done, as the success of this depended on the negociations now 
being conducted by Mr. Moodie in Portugal and England. 

A police force was established, and a gaol provided, but it would 
aeem that prolonged incarceration was rather optional than com- 
■ Some of these pricee, for butter, meat, and tnilk eapeciaU;, are at pruent 
not only eqosJled, but exceeded, both in Natal and Cape Town. 
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pnlBory, and that in some coeea the constoWeB were more ready -to 
■*• thank heaven they were rid of a rogue," than to effect a recaptjEwe. 
A caae of Bhop-hfting was punished with a week's imprisonment, 
■confinement in the stocks, and banishment. Popular feeling 
seemed decidedly io foTOur of sommaiy ejectment from the£fil<^ 
rather than long imprisonment. 

There is a story — though I do not Tonch for it — of a prisoner, 
whose rations were not forUicoming at the proper time, persoadiog 
his jailor to let him go and dine at the hotel, and of the sturdy 
janitor refusiag to admit him again to the prison he had depre- 
dated and deserted. " If this gaol is not good enough for yon, 
go and find a better." It was also remarked that if treadmills, or 
other apphances for hard labour, were wanting the prisoners were 
not always nnemjdoyed, for some were seen in fetters, carrying 
■about, for sale, fowls belonging to the constables. 

" Gold Fields — Judge Lynch ! " — A correspondent at Pretoria 
Tmder date 17th of July, writes : — 

" I have received a letter this momii^ 'from one of my friends 
at Lydenbo]^, mentioning that Judge Lynch has arrived at the 
-fields ; that an Englishman who bad stolen something, has received 
■at the Court of diggers, twenty-five lashes, had his htdr cut, and 
one side of his beard shaved off. The reports are very encouraging, 
but the people are anxioos to see the President, to make better 
laws." 

Matters, however, could not be allowed to remain long in this 
condition of primitive simplicity ; in the beginning of 1874 when 
the population of the fields was estimated at above 1,000 men — 
326 of whom voted at the election of members for the Volks- 
raad — when well stocked stores were established by merchants from 
2f atal and other places, and thefts of goods, of gold dust, of money, 
and of horses, began to frighten McMc from its propriety, the 
necessity for a more vigorons administration of the law was felt ; 
an Attorney-General was appointed, and at a meeting, held on the 
12th February, the first resolution — affirmed the necessity of a 
substantial prison, and ef&cient police force. The second — the 
equally urgent need for the proper repair of roads ; while others 
brought to the notice of the Praident the desirability of Using 
the English language in cases where both litigants were of that 
nation ; the reduction of hcences, and other duties, which pressed 
heavily on storekeepers, as well as dig^rs ; the need for increased 
postal service, as well as for the establishment of a regular mail 
vid Kewcastle to Katal ; the appointment of a District Surgeon, 
l2 
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and of one English Justice of the Peace ; the better regulation 
and collection, of mtmicipal dnes, and the propriety of the 
GoTemment granting Bome aid in the erection of an English 
Churdi, for irhich object a piece of Iwid, and various smns of 
money, had abeady been contributed by the inhabitante. 

Hitherto postal and traffic communication with the gold fields, 
had been kept up chiefly vid Pretoria, involving a considerable 
detour to the westward ; bnt various persons had been tracing 
nearer routes. Mr. McLean favoured that vid Maritzburg, Colenao, 
Ladysmith, Newcastle, and Lake Chrissie, in Kew Scotland, while 
Mr. Leathern explored tliat from Lydenburg to Lake Chrissie, 
Marthinus Wesselstroom, Utrecht, Greytown, and Maritzburg, the 
result being that the ■ whole distance from Durban to Lydenbnrg, 
by McLean's route, was computed at 130 miles, and, by Mr. 
Leathem's, at 419| miles. 

By these routes the Drakenshei^ is scaled a little south of the- 
27th degree of latitude. New Scotland is traversed at a height of 
'6,000 ot 6,000 feet, and the road at such aa elevation cannot Ml 
to be healthy at all seasons. 

A small iron steamer, the " Adonis," had been brought from 
Europe and put together in Port Natal, and by the close of 187S 
was fit for sea. Several persons took pas8^;e in her for Del^^os 
Bay, with the view of shortening the laid journey, but the exposure 
to fever in the rains then prevalent, the detention and difficulty of 
procuring native carriers in Delagoa Bay, the entire absence of 
accommodation and consequent hardships, privations, and eqwsare, 
during a pedestrian journey of 178 miles, during which two lai^ 
and several small rivers must be crossed, f^ more than conntfir- 
vailed the 240 miles saved in the distance. 

A letter from Pilgrim's Best^ dat«d Feb. 16, 1874, records &e 
death of three persons who had arrived, vid Delagoa Bay, and 
states that hardly one had been exempted from attacks of fever ; 
while many narrowly escaped with their lives, and were compelled 
to abstain from work till the bracing air of the elevated regions- 
should restore their health. The first who died at McMc was- 
William Nye Nightingale, aged twenty-six or twenty-seven, believed 
to have come from Durban ; next, Thompson, aged twenty-seven 
or twenty-eight, formerly connected with a brewery in Cape Town. 
The third victim was named Stewart, aged about forty-seven. He 
was supposed to have come from Algoa Bay, was formerly an en- 
gineer in the service of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Company, 
was a widower, and had left a daughter. The writer considerately 
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^ves these particalars to iacilitate the identification of the nufor- 
tnnate victiiuB to a deadly climate, and adds that everj attention 
wdB shown them during their illness by the ladies of Mr. Mac- 
Lachlan's familj, and they had such medical aasistance as could be 
-obtained on the fields. Somewhat later a Frenchman, named De 
Beter, died from the same cause at Wateriall Rush ; he is supposed 
to have come from Port Elizabeth, and the following letter, written 
by a traveller, en route, gives a vivid picture of the hardships and 
-distress to be encountered on the Del^;oaBay road during the un- 
healthy season : 

" Dear Mr. Maksfield, 

" Your kafir, Jim, met Mr. Sanltey Kennedy and myself 
on the point of death, with forty-three kafirs. I have been pros- 
trated and reduced to a skeleton. Sankey also has been in a fear- 
ful state ; in fact, our sufiferings on the road have been such as I 
-cannot tell yon on this scrap of paper. Poor Eockencamp died at 
.some tafir houses. Wilkinson, who went down to Delagoa Bay 
with Wynn, drowned himself in the dehrium of fever. Dr. Gra- 
ham's Cape Town boy (driver), and his little ^jrofegr^ are both dead. 
MarshaU is missing. A Mr. Jenkins is stopped by fever at some 
kafir kraals ; his life is despaired of. Pray don't blame Jim ; he has, 
I fully believe, saved my life by his attentions to me when ravii^ 
with the fever by the road side. I am better, and Jim leaves me 
to-day. We have reached Roekencamp's wagon with Wynn and 
Mr. Ressner, who is on his back with fever. I trust in a few days 
to see yon." 

Dr. Graham, who left Pilgrim's Rest on the 2lBt January, was a 
fortnight walking down to the Bay, and reached Durban on the 
12th of March. No suppHes of any kind were obtauiable along the 
toad, except here and there a fowl, or a Uttle maize, sold by Kafirs, 
or offered aa a present, in hope of a still more extravagant retnm ; 
an accommodation house (or rather hnt) had been started at 
Krokodil river, but owing, I believe, to the sickness, or death, of 
the proprietors, was in a broken down condition — tenanted by two 
Kafirs — and the remnant of it« stock consisted of six empty bottles, 
and a tin dish. At Lorenzo Marques, they lodged in \he leaky 
wreck of an adobe stable,* with a mud floor, when the whole party 

■ Simce that time an ina has been eatablialiad. Dr. Wilsoii very kindly 
g«Te me tlia dkbmce, by triochiMuetar, amoimtiiig' to 17Sf miles, from 
Pilgrim's rest, to Del^oa B^i and Mr. Compton gave me a sketch map of 
the lonte. 
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goffered iWoa fever, aggraTated b; want of propw food, or 
medicine, nor vere t^ey the only Tictims, for of twenty-four 
diggers, who had recently passed, not one had escaped fevet ; and 
three died on board the " Sea Kymph." The death of Mr^ 
Gray, and Ur. Thompson, from Uie same disease, was also 
reported— -ahnost every one in Belagoa was ill, the inhabitants 
Boffering also from the continuons wet weather. The fonr oxen, 
need by the party, had passed throngh the fly coontry withont 
actoal loss, and were bought by Mr. PaTBons,forUieretnm journey, 
bnt the poison was only latent, and, when he was seen a few days- 
later, two <d' them were already dead ; and the cases of brandy, &a, 
of which the caxt had been lightened, were strewed along the road side. 
Mr. Goddard succeeded in taking up some loads on donkeys — a 
native girl swinuning the rireie and leading them, when the Eafiis 
refused. He himself saved hU clothes to sleep in, by rolling them 
up tightly, and carrying them under his ann, while he marched 
unclad through the heavy showers. 

It is unfortunate that the attempt to open the Delagoa Bay 
route should have been made at the commencement of the un-- 
healthy season, or in October' and November, entailing the loss of 
several lives, and prolonged sickness and misery to moat of those 
who survived. With the return ot the healthy season, about May, 
renewed efforts were made to take advant^;e of the route, and 
early in that month, thirty-five Kafirs, carrying ten bottles of ale, . 
or ten of stonejar gin each, arrived on the fields, having performed 
the journey in fourteen days. Several persons had 'goods at 
Delagoa, and great efforts, on the part of the authorities, were 
being made to collect native carriers to take them up. The rate - 
of payment was lOs. for the trip, and it is stated that they can 
carry seventy or eighty lbs. each. This would make the freight 
about £14 per ten ; bnt it must be remembered that prices will 
rise with the demand for labour, and I should think fifty lbs. per - 
man, for a continuous march, could be reckoned on. 

The Portoguese Government has recently remitted all duties on 
goods passing from Delagoa Bay into the Trans- Vaal, and the har- 
bour being accessable to vessels of considerable diai^ht, there is no 
doubt but some mode of transport to meet the exigencies of the 
case will be devised. Packages may be made to the weight a man 
can carry on his head, or baskets will be slnng on bamboos to be 
borne by two or more. Animals may be found to pass securely 
through the fiy country, and of these none can be safer than our 
own elephant, buffalo, or qua^a ; whether they can be suffidently/ 
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tamed is a problem only paitiaUy Bolred at faresent. The donkey 
is known to be fly proof in the interior, but some donbt its exemp- 
tion on the coast. The camel wonld be sorely tried among our 
monntains in the rainy season, when the roads are mere altema- 
tions of swamp and dippery clay ; and the Indian elephants and 
bofiyoes — though the fint were used with success in Ab^sinia, and 
the latter near Zanzibar — are yet nntried here. 

It is far from my desire to lengthen this conclnding chapter, 
but this deadly little pest which so impedes and harasses the tra- 
veller in southern Africa, cannot be passed by without a brief 
description and some su^estions, which may perhaps lead 
men of science to the consideration of some remedy for its subtle 
poison. 

The Tsetse is little more than half-an-inch long, and rather 
more slender than a common house-fly. The abdomen is marked 
with transverse stripes of yellow and dark chesnut fading toward 
the centre of the back, so as to give the idea of a yellow stripe 
along it ; the belly livid white, the ^es are purplish brown, and 
the wings, of dusky glassy brown colour, slip one over the other, 
just as do the blades of a pair of scissors when closed — so that 
the Tsetse at rest on man or animal may inialhbly be known by 
this one token. 

No fly which rests with its wings half expanded, like the honse 
fly, or dosed together like a pent-house roof, can be the Tselae, 
but if one is seen in which the wings exactly overlap — one lying 
flat upon the other — ^that is " the fly." It has six legs and tnfta 
of hair over its body ; its proboscis of piercing apparatus is about 
one sixth of an inch long ; its sight and smell seem to be keen ; 
its flight straight and rapid. To speak either of its sting or its bite 
wonld convey an erroneons idea. The Datch colonists say it 
" sticks," and this is certainly more correct, as it first pierces the 
skin with its lancet, and then' injects a fluid i,poisonous to oxen, 
horses, and dogs) to thin the blood before drinking it. Men, mules, 
donkeys, sheep, goats, and wild game, are believed to be unaffected 
by the virus. I, in common with other travellers, have been etnck 
time after time with impunity. Mules, partaking of the equine 
nature, are not always secure from dangers to which the horse is 
liable, and Mr. St. Vincent W. Erskine doubts the safety of the 
donkey on the sontb-east coast. 

My iriend, Mr. Henry Hartley, the well-known hunter and 
pioneer of the gold fields, has kindly sununarized the symptoms 
exhibited by a fly-stuck ox as under — 
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. 1st. — The hanging of the ears, generd langnid appearance, 

sometimes watering at the eyes. 2ni — Eoi^hneBB of the coat, the 
hair rising on end, Srd. — Feeding Toracionsly, eren to repletion, 
without improTing the condition, and standing panting in the heat 
of the day. 4th. — Occasional swelling at the gullet. 5th, — Con- 
tinnal wasting onA pining away (but sometimes an ox mayimprove 
in condition, and show no symptom of having been stnck for two 
or three months, or till the first cold rain falls). 6ttL — An ox 
sUghtly stack goes on wasting till the skin sits fast on the back- 
bone. After this there is no hope ; but if severely stuck he dies 
before it can take place. Mr. Hartley did not notice running at 
the nose or other unuaual discharge. If the ox is worked he will 
show weakness in the loins. 7th. — When the beast is skinned after 
death the puncture of every fly ican be seen on the inside of the 
skin, and on the flesh is a ring of yellow mucons, nearly as large as 
the pahn of the hand, similar to liie mark that snrrounds the bite 
pf a snake, bat smaller. 

A bullock belonging to Christian Harmoe was stuck in May ; he 
worked for 500 miles, then began to iJiow symptoms, and died in 
September. Some of my own — stuck during the passf^ through 
the fly country in September, 1871 — worked about 300 miles, and 
died at Mr, Hartley's in January of the next year. 
, Chapman says, — " The fly stuck ox refuses to fill itself, he the 
herbage never so luxuriant. After death the heart is encased in a 
yellowish glutinous substance, which might be mistaken for fat ; 
the flesh is fidl of small bladders of water, the blood is half water, 
and on cooling becomes yellow and glutinous ; the vitals are 
livid." 

Mr. Hartley adds, — " Horses swell about the eyes, nostrils, and 
testicles, where generally the wounds are most numerous, they pine 
fiway, and their hair stands on end, or is reversed ; cold rain also 
hastens their death." My friend, the late Joseph Macabe, beii^ 
mcredulons, deliberately rode a valuable hunter right into an 
infested tract, and returned to the outspan where his steed died 
in a few hours, and the place is now called Schimmel Pa^d's Pan, 
or the pool of the dapple grey horse. Mr. Hartley's splendid grey 
elephant charger, " Camelbuck," died twenty days after he was 
stuck ; ammonia was applied, and he was led to stand in cold 
water, which is said to be sometimes effectual, but in vain. My 
own horse, "Vegtmann," stack, I believe, in October, 1869, 
travelled more than 1,100 miles, and died early next year in Pieter 
Maritzburg. Dogs pine and waste as oxen do. We. lost some, 
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bnt one, a- rough haiiy bitch, Beemed recovering, the new hair that 
• grew on places where ahe had apparently been Btnck, was coarser 
and grayer than before. 

The fly is extremely local, and extensive districts in which it 
prevails may be passed throogh by the aid of guides, who know 
the "patches" of fly, just as a pilot knows the ghoals of an 
«8tnary ; but it shifts with the migration of game, and, therefore, 
the knowledge of the gaide onght to be recent. 

The hnnters endeavour to keep it from their road, in MatabiU- 
land, by burning the dry grass, as they come out at the end of liie 
season. And when the Boers made their celebrated " Commando 
path," they destroyed the bush for several hundred yards on either 
side as they approached the Limpopo. If a belt of fly cannot be 
avoided, it may be passed through, if not too wide, in the night, 
or on a cold rainy morning ; but the last is a dangerous experi- 
ment, for should the sua break through the clouds it rouses the 
insects with increased vigour and activity from their torpor, and it 
is well known that on a hot day all poisonous creatures are more 
virulent and deadly. 

For the benefit of intending travellers, I may mention that 
Andries Du Venage (pronounced Devenaar), and Mr. Scott, an 
Ei^lish hunter in the Trans-Vaal, are acquainted with safe routes 
to a considerable distance inland, and native doctors belonging to 
Eamapnlana and other chie&, take small herds of cattle through 
with impunity. A chief named Elange Puma, or Sunrise, living to 
the soutli-west of So&la, was able to send cattle across Uie Limpopo 
without loss. 

I am not aware that any certain remedy is known. The native 
doctors inoculate oxen by giving them the fly itself, mixed with 
herbs. The poor beast suffers dreadfully, and is brought ahnost to 
the point of death, but when it recovers is beheved to be Tsetae 
proof. 

All young animals, while living on milk, arc safe. Some of the 
tribes living on the borders drive the calves into the fly dnring the 
day, and bring them out to be suckled morning and night. This 
is supposed also to render them secure during the rest of their lives. 

It would be a great boon if any composition capable of being 
sprinkled or syringed over the animals — innocuous to them, and 
disgusting to the fly — could be discovered ; tar, ox dung mixed 
with milk, the kidneys of the meer kat, &c., have been recom- 
mended, but carbolic acid would perhaps be more effectual, diluted 
with water, and applied by a syringe or the rose of a watering-pot. 
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Mr. H&rtJey tried a decoction of Qie bark of Uie roots of the 
wittegaat boom, or modopre, I believe, with some snccesa ; and 
there are Boers who profess to be able to cure an animal recently 
stuck. Their fee is one good ox for aaving a horse, 

While passing throngh the fly, in I87I, I mixed abont a pooud 
of ammonia with a bucket of warm water, and washed all fonr of 
onr horses. We noticed that th^ flinched, probably as the liqnid 
entered the punctures. None of then died ; and though I would 
not affirm on one experiment that the ammonia saved them, I think 
it highly probable that such was the case.* Unfortunately I had 
not enough to wash the oxen with. We tried to restore tone to 
the blood with muriate of iron when I reached Mr. Hartley's farm, 
but it was then too late. 

Mr. Saunders, of M^haliesbei^, saved a horse with Croft's 
tincture of life, which contained ammonia, and two oxen with 
Perry Davis's pain killer. They stood for three or four days 
with foam issuing from their mouth, as if the poisonons 
matter were being thns ejected. After this they began to eat 
Toracionsly, and recovered their condition. Perhaps if milk could 
■ be given to animals as soon as they are stuck they might recover. 

Vegetable poisons exist in many parts of Africa, — the tulp, ia 
the Cape Colony and Natal, and the rmghaoiv, in the Trans-Vaail 
and the interior. The latter ia a leaf six or eight inches long and 
one or two broad. Any Boer will point it out. The danger 
diminishes when the grass grows higher than the plant, bnt does 
not entirely cease. Patches are found between Nylstroom and 
Makopan's Poort. 

The dangers, however, of the Delagoa Bay route would be more 
efficiently met by the construction of a good road, with the bnsh 
cleared away as far as possible on either side, in the fly country, 
leaving the anhealthy lowlands as soon as possible, and climbing 
any elevated ridge, the course of which (even at the cost of con- 
siderably increased distance) might be followed to the highlands, 
so that man and beast might be as Uttle as possible exposed to fly 
or fever. And still more effectual than this would be the railway 
to Pretoria, projected by my friend Moodie, bringmg passengers 
and goods to the heights of New Scotland, whence Lydenburg 
could be easily and safely reached. 

* June 27, 1871. I hear that during' last eeasott a hunter, on entering: 
the fly country, dosed oi wssbed his hotsea contiunally witli ammonia, and 
liM brongtit them all ont safe, but veiy weak, probably from the oombined 
«ffeate of the poiaon and tta antidote. 
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In the Colonist of June 19th we are informed that Mr. Iridore 
Al^andre has brought an ox w^on down from the gold fields to 
Delagoa Bay in nine days, and others are to follow. There has been 
no loss among the oxen. I would &in hope the best for Mr. Alex- 
andre, but I shall watch with great interest the fiitnre history of 
these animals. We know that in cold weather the fly is less viru- 
lent, bnt it never ceases to be dangerous. 

Meanwhile, so &r as the reqair^nento of the intending visitor 
are concerned, the difSculty is ah-eady solved by the establishment, 
not only of regular transport wagons, but also of mail and paaseu- 
ger coaches or covered vehicles, from, the diamond fields, and from 
Katal to Lydenbni^, 

The diamond fields may be reached by a regular line of vehicles 
from Cape Town in 700 miles, or from Port Elizabeth, by Cobb 
and Company's coaches, in 428 miles, after which they travel 456 
more in the Gold Fields Extension Transport Company's wagons, 
tni Pretoria to Lydenburg, making from Cape Town 1,156, and 
from Port Elizabeth 884 miles of land journey — ^with thirty more 
to add for the distance to McMc — hitherto traversed only by 
occasional wagons, but now, I beheve, to be regularly performed 
by mail carts like the rest. 

Prom Natal the distance, by the Graytown route, from Durban 
to Lydenbui^, is estimated at 419^ miles, and by the Newcastle 
line at 420. There is a third route to tiie eastward of these, 
passing under the sea face of the Drakensberg, which would 
probably lead the prospector through a great extent of auriferous 
country, and, therefore, in winter, would be worthy the attention 
of skilled gold seekers, well supplied with necessaries for an 
exploring trip ; but those whose object is to reach their destination 
as speedily as possible will take the Newcastle road, on which mail 
and passenger vehicles now run r^ularly. 

The distances as given by Mr. McLean are : — 

From Durban to Maritzbui^ 54 miles 

Thence to Newcastle 159 „ 

„ to Robertsons (beyond Wakkcrstroom) 57 „ 
„ to Lydenburg 150 „ 



420 



Lydenburg to McMc... 
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The jouraey firom Dnrban to Pieter Maritzbnrg, by omnibn^ is 
performed in one day, coBting £1 ; tbence to Kewcastle in thiee 
days, fu% £5 ; thence vtd Marthinns Wesselstroom to Lydenbnrg 
in ttiree days, fare £10. Time, seven dayB. Total &re £16. 

I^m Durban the road gradually ascends, frequently winding 
along the smnniit of ridges, from which extenaire and beautiful 
views of sea and land may be obtained, to Maritzbnrg, 2,080 
feet above the level of the ocean, jdeasantly situated in a broad 
vdley, nearly surrounded with grasBy hiUs, apd ornamented by 
groves of Australiwi gam, and other trees. Then comes a short 
steep path of from five to seven miles up the town hill, which is 
reached at an ^Utnde of 3,686 feet, by roads which I hope are in 
better order than when I last travelled them. At such an elevation 
tJje air is delightfully cool and bracing, and' during the winter, 
snow may sometimes be seen on the Zwart Kop and other hUls, or 
on the more distant Drakensberg. At Howick a few moments 
should be spared to view the TTmgeni cataract, falling about 350 
feet into a deep rocky basin. The Mooi river, at an elevation of 
4,230 feet, is crossed bf an iron bridge, as also is the Bushman's 
river, at Estcourt, 3,562 feet above the sea. At Golenso, 3,000 feet 
high, the Tugela is forded, or crossed in a punt, except when the 
summer floods render it for a time impassable ; and thence the road 
tnms from north-west to north, and with the lofty, and often snow 
clad, peaks of the Drakensberg on the west, passes by Lady Smith 
to Newcastle ; then taming north-east, crosses the Buffalo river — 
the boundary between Natal and the Trans-Vaal Eepublic — and 
reaches the town of Marthinns Wesselstroom, in latitude, 27'22*8 
south ; longitude, about 30*22 east ; and 5,S00feet above the sea. 
Hitherto hotels have been frequent, but from this point, as the 
traveller turns north, and crosses the Drakensberg, at a height 
of 5,727 feet, he comes to a country more thinly inhabited, 
but will still find accommodation at houses, which I understand, 
are being opened aloi^ the line. The Yaal river, or Likwa (river of 
cold or snow) is crossed. The little colony of New Scotland, passed 
through at an elevation of more than 6,000 feet, and north of this 
the road again dips to cross the valley of the Um Eomati, the 
Erokodil, and their tributary streams, and reaches Lydenburg, 
pleasantly situated in a healthy valley, 5,825 feet above the sea, on 
one of the branches of the Spekboom river. Then turning east, 
across the Drakensberg ridge, with the Mauchberg 8,725 feet high, 
towering on the north, the Devil's Knuckles and the Spitz Kop are 
passed. Various branches of the Sabea, with waterMs, some fifty 
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and some 250 feet in height, are crossed, and the traveller reach^ 
the township of McMc, where he may rest a-wbile and decide on 
which of the Tarious "Bnshea" he .intends working.* 

It is obviously beyond the province of a book like the present 
to give very elaborate instmctiona for gold seeking or gold 
working. Treatises on this subject, from shilling pamphlets to 
costly and profusely illustrated volomes, may be bonght in London, 
and most important and osefid may be the knowledge to be gleaned 
&om them ; bnt as no written instmctions can make a man a 
swimmer, a cricketer, or a sportsman, so neither can they, without 
long and arduons experience in the wilderness, make hun a snccess- 
M gold seeker. Men even who have spent their hves in Australia 
and in California, confessed themselves at fault when they came to 
Africa, and though theit experience in those conutries stood them 
in good stead, they had to modiiy their ideas day by day as new 
conditions were revealed to them in AMca. Yet there are genera. 
rules which apply in most countries, and a few brief hints can do 
no harm, and may direct the new comer till the advice of practical 
men npon the spot can be obtained.! 

"Clay slate formations (especially in the vicinity or at the 
foot of granite hills), traversed by iron-stained quartz dykes, are 
well worthy of investigation, as the quartz when exposed to atmos- 
pheric action, alternations of heat and cold, torrents of rain, with 
friction from waterwom pebbles, rocks or boulders, during the 
floods and subsequent d<^sication in the dry season, crumbles away, 
sometimes slowly, but in other cases with marvellous rapidity. 
The sand, the gravel, and fragments of rock, are washed to the 
nearest river-bed, and hurried down the mountain sides, till some 
projecting rock forms an impediment, under which the stream ar- 
rested in its headloi^ course, whirls round in eddies, and lets fall 
the heavier particles hitherto held in suspension, or at the foot of 
the slope the river may reach a flat, and its speed may be at once 
reduced from five or six miles an hour to one or two. Search well 

■ The Oeliyeuii, June 6th, saje: — "Dr. Feaice and WUliam Leatlieni 
hftve contracted to mn a pasaei^r oart between Ljdenburg' and Pilgrim'B 
Beat, in common witli the mail cart" So that the facilltiea tar trarel aie 
now complete. Onff party found 111 onnoea in a week, and 47 in one day; 
bat Bomeclaima do nob payfortliekaflrB' porridge. Nineteen nigrhta in rac- 
cesaion had been tastj. 

t See " Shifta and Erpediente ot Travel, by CampbeU W. B. Lord and 
T. Baines." Horace Cox and Co., London. "Diamcotds and &old," 
W. B. Lord, and other works. 
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the spot where bocIi dimioatioD of speed ie evident. Dig away 
boldly all the top deposit, till the bed-rock is reached. Rout out 
bH the depressions, crevices, aad holes, in this scooping up all the 
claj, gravel, and grit they maj contain. Take this in conveniect 
quantities in a broad shallow paa or dish (a kafir'B wooden bowl if 
you cannot get a prospecting pan), ponr water on it, mb and bre^ 
the masaeB with the band, pour off the dirty water, add more, and 
rq)eat the operation. Shr^e and rotate the pan, making the water 
sweep ronnd it over the "dirt." Pick out all lai^ pebbles or 
lamps of stone. If they are qnartz examine them carefully, or 
put them aside to be broken with the hanuner. Keep on adding 
water, rolling and tilting the dish, tiU nothing remains but clear 
clean heavy sand. A httle clean water is then taken in the pan, 
and with a dexterous whirl, to be leamt only by practice, the sand 
is Ewept round in the circumference of the pan, the lighter particles 
leading off, followed by the heavier — ^probably black fermginons 
fragments — and, lastly, by the gold, the "colour" of which, edg- 
ing the dark sand, cheers the prospector, and incites him to renewed 
exertion. There is little fear of his being deceived here, for no 
other yellow substance is heavy enough to tail off last as gold does ; 
besides which, most others glance or gUtter instead of showing the 
soft pure lustre of real gold. Gold is soft ; it can be cut with a 
Bharp knife, or flattened like lead with a blow from the hammer. 
Sulphate of iron or mundic is crushed into powder by a blow, or 
tnms the edge of a knife, and a piece of any size stmck gainst 
steel gives out sulphorous fmaea. Mundic — if placed on a shovel 
and made red hot — is attracted by the magnet ; gold cannot be. 
Nitric acid does not affect gold, but it disBolves mundic with effer- 
vescence, and if gold is contained in it the particles settle freely in 
the bottom of the testing tubes. 

TeUow mica can be at once distinguished by its want of weight. 
If placed on iron and heated to redness it ftdls into lustreless 
flakes i while gold is unaffected. Mica floats unaltered upon mer- 
cury, while gold is at once amalgamated. 

Sulphnret of copper breaks fireely under the hammer, bul can 
be cut easily with the knife, breaking, however, into powder as 
cbalk would, and not giving off a pliable chip like lead. 

Alluvial tin is dark coloured, breaks into powder under the 
hammer, and is very heavy. Stream tin, if heated red hot and 
tried by the magnet, will not be attracted as iron is. A conmiou 
horse-shoe magnet, value two or three shillings, is very usefiil in 
separating iron, which otherwise would be difficult to get clear of. 
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A diamond may be known b;^ the file teat. A fine watch maker's 
file is drawn firmly and evenly acroee it, and the diamond, only, 
will resiBt its edge, and show no cat. A bit of sapphire is a Btill 
better ; that stone will scratch aU others except a diamond, by 
which, only, it can in turn be scratched. 

A small test-case, not larger than a sandwich bos, can be 
obtained at small expense ; it should contAin, — glass-stoppered 
-and capped bottles of nitric acid, hydrochloric acid, hquid am- 
monia, and qiucksilver ; and corked bottles — ^ferro cyanide of 
:potassinm, bichromate of potash, fused borax, and common salt. 
Small jointed blow-pipe, forceps, small scales fitted for taking 
specific gravities, and weights ; a bit of fiint glass, a piece of 
^sappbiie, a nest of half-a-dozen test-tubes, as many watch-glasses, 
-and strips of window gipss quarter of an inch wide, and five 
inches long ; a piec£ of stont copper-wire, with a loop to hold the 
-watch-glasses over the lamp or candle ; a wire cigar-holder, to 
bold the test-tubes over the fiame ; a few narrow slips of well- 
. burnt hght charcoal, and a watch maker's small bright-faced 
hammer. The amount of analysis this equipment will effect is 
wonderfoL 

Take a little sand from brook or road, spread it oat on clean 
paper, suppose it shows ghttering yellow particles, black grains, 
and fragments of quartz, and other stones, when examined by the 
pocket lens, take np any grain you wish to test on the moistened 
point of a pin. If it looks like gold, place it on a hard substance, 
imd strike it with the hanmier, if it flattens, withont breaking into 
powder, drop it into a teat-tube, with a little nitric acid, and hold 
it in the flame till it boUs ; If it gives off a train of minute babbles 
and dissolves, poor a little from the tube into two separate watch- 
glasses, side by side, adding a little water to each, put a httle 
common salt into No. 1, and if it is silver, you will at once find a 
thick white precipitate chloride of silver, or let fall a few drops of 
liquor ammonia into No. 2, and if copper, yon will see the distinct 
. and beantif q] bine of ammoniuret of copper. Bnt should the particle 
have been crushed under the blow, it is most likely either sulphuret 
of iron or copper ore. To distii^ish these, when minutely sub- 
divided, proceed with the acid, as before, and try a small bit of 
ferro cyanide of potassium in one watch-glass, when sulphnret of 
iron, or mundic, will produce a dense cloud of prussian bine. 
Test the other with ammonia, and yon will have the s^ne blue 
ammoniuret of copper colonr, as if the sample had been native 
-copper. 
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Yet again, if the particle flattened under the hammer, and has 
rcBisted the action of the hot acid, and remained bright, there is 
DO donht this is gold. 

Put the sand on a shovel or hit of sheet iron, hold it over the 
fire till the whole ia red hot, then let it cool and take ont aU the 
iron with the m^net ; then with a hammer or a pebble, crash all 
the rest fine npon the shovel ; then, in a clean pool or qniet 
stream, or large tub, carefully wash away all but the heaviest [arti- 
cles, and yon will soon distinguish the gold, if any. A few remain- 
ing fragments of mnndic or copper ore, might deceive the inex- 
perienced ; therefore, dry the remaining powder over the fire, and 
pnt it in a small clean dry phial with a little quicksOver, shake it 
well, till all the particles come in contact with the mercury. The 
particles which are not absorbed are not gold. Put the mercury 
into a piece of chamois leather, squeeze it through, and if it leaves 
inside a soft amalgam, heat this upon the shovel (avoiding the 
ftunes), and the mercury will be driven off, leaving the goldb^iind. 
Silver will also Bma^;amate with mercury, but it can always be 
distinguished by the nitric acid md salt test. 

Lead ore is easily known by its colour. Cubic crystallization 
and gravity, a little powdered and mixed with borax fuses into or- 
dinary lead on a charcoal slip before the blowpipe, the silver often 
associated with it can only be estimated by a r^ular assay. 

Sulphuret of antimony, though lead coloured, leaves a thick 
rough deposit on the charcoal, and fuses in a brittle crystalline 
r^;alns, in no way resembling lead. Specimens of galena or lead 
ore should always be reserved for assay, as it is often rich in silver. 
Cinnabar, cobalt, nickel, ^d other metals, are found in quartz in 
many parts of the country. 

To test the quality of gold have a hit of black terra-cotta, or 
hard black stone, not too highly polished, rub the piece of gold on 
this till it leaves a streak, then, with one of the glass rods, take a 
drop of nitric acid and let it fall on the mark. If the gold is pure 
it will remain unchanged, but if alloyed discolouration or removal 
of the baser metal will take place, leaving the mark Winter. 

Generally, however, the professed gold seeker, the working 
man who seeks *' a poor man's di^mg," to repay him for his toil, 
disregards all metals but actual gold, and has neither the means 
nor the ability to profit by other metals, should he ever find them. 
For him, therefore, I quote descriptions of the method of working 
adapted on the spot, with the rough and primitive means available 
to ^e earliest invaders of the wilderneea. 



Digitized by Google 



LETTEK FROM A DIGGEB. 161 

" Geelhoutboom Gold Fields, 

" Lydenbnrg, ixdj 24th, 1873. 

" The fields are neither a sell nor a swindle, but will eventually 
prove a source of wealth to those who work diligently and hope- 
fully. Hitherto, the sole workings have been confined to the banks 
of a small stream, four or five nules long, and the work has been 
done in the simplest and mdest way. Sluice boxes are the fashion 
here; three {planks are nailed together for the bottom and sides. 
In the trough thus formed moveable gratings of steps of wood arc 
placed, a stream of water is tnmed into the trough, and the 
washing apparatus is complete. The earth supposed to contain 
gold is shovelled into tiie npper end of the box, and the seeker 
considers himself fairly at work. By this rude device a consider- 
able quantity of gold ia found, bnt a large proportion of the fine 
gold is carried again into the creek. For example — I worked at a 
place where the gold was very S.^e, bnt found by pan- washing from 
five to sixteen specks in every pan. I emptied these finds into the 
sluice box, and at the close of the day looked for the reward of my 
labour ; judge my disgnst when I found the result was only three 
specks visible to the nttked eye. I am quite inexperienced, but 
this is enough to show me ho^ much fine gold is lost to the diggers. 
sufficient in fact to make the difference between paying and failing. 
Only that which is coarse enough to resist the flow of the water is 
saved. 

" The Anstralians here thought it worth while to turn the course 
of the creek for a distance of about 1,200 yards, the cutting being 
in some places twenty-five feet deep. I have not heard the amount 
of their reward, but I hear they are not dissatisfied. 

"Small erven or business sites in the main camp sold for £i or 
£4 15s. each, and let at £1 per month each." — Ifaial Mercury. 

"J. S." 

« Pilgrim's K*st Gold Fields, 

"Feb. 25th, 1674. 

" My advice to everybody is, ' If yon have got anything at aU 
to do stay where yon are ; if not, come and try your Inck.' 

" People at a distance have a very feint idea of the work and 
hardships of gold mining. It requires personal attendance, and is 
a trade in fact. Hfo putting in a lot of kafirs, as on the diamond 
fields. Lots of diggers fi^m the diamond fields come here, and 
when they see the work go back without putting a ^ade in the 
ground. 
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162 THE WOaKlNG OF THE GOLD FIELDS. 

*' This is the work. On taking np your claim yon make a flood 
race, or trough, or ainit, to carry oflF the surpluB water of the 
creek, then a tail race to carry off the water from your slaice boi ; 
then coDBtmct a dam, to keep back the water not wanted for yonr 
sluice box, and turn it into your flood race. Ton then set your 
%lnice box, which is eighteen or twenty feet loi^, with little 
abstracting ripples in it, at intervals of one to two feet, to catch 
the gold. The f^iaces between these ripples are filled with stones, 
laid all along the bottom, leaving about nine inchea of the height 
of the box, as a passage for the wat«r. You turn in a sluice head 
of water to carry off the dirt and small stones, and then throw in stuff 
all day. At night you take your dish and pan off all Uiat remaina 
in your bos, and the result may be a pennyweight ,worth 3s. 6d. 
or Ss, 9d,, or it may be one, two, or eight ozs., according to the 
quality of ground, as the gold is yety patchy, and about half the 
claims, out of fifteen, pay little more than their expenses. Some, 
chiefly Australians, do well : three men, in six weeks, netted £300 
or £400 each ; but they had been working three months at McMci 
finding little or nothing. 

" If my letter deters any one who is not prepared to work and 
rough it, or who has not capital enough to cany on the work till 
good lack comes to him, I shall not have written in vain, 
"Tours, &c., 
(Signed) "Alfred Baeee." 

In conclusion. "WTiat can I do better thm endorse the above 
straightfoi-ward and sensible letter ? It is sheer folly for men to 
leave the writer's desk, or the mechMuc's bench, where some earn 
128. to 13s. per diem, and rush to this or that gold field on hearing 
of a splendid find — totally ignoring the lengthened search, the sore 
privation, the exhausting toil, and the heart-breaking disappoint- 
ments the finders have endured before success rewarded them — and 
trusting in some vague manner to realize the same "good luck," 
without the etill> or, perhaps, even the intention to labour 
with the same enei^ and perseverance that commanded the 
success. 

As reasonably might the prospector, who has spent his life in 
learning to decipher the signs that indicate the proximity of the 
great treasure-houses of the earth, at once abandon his profession 
and take the place of the carpenter, the wateh-maker, or the clerk, 
expecting at once to earn the income they have thrown away. 
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COKCLUBIOS. 163 

But to those vho have made np their mind to work, who possess a 
trifle to keep them from poverty during their noviciate, and who, 
abore all, poBsess the Englishman's inability to acknowledge him- 
self beaten, I say — Come ! — make yonr way to the gold diggings 
by this or any of the roads now open, and arriving there do not 
disdain to take advice from mote experienced hands, but economise 
your own store by seeking employment from som^ skilful and snc- 
cesaful gold finder, until yon see an opening for the investment of 
yoar capital and labour on your own account. If, after ^11, gold 
digging does not snit your taste or pay you as it should, never 
despair, but look out for some of the many opportunities around 
you. Tradesmen of all kinds must be employed in working for 
the actual diggers ;— carpenters, smiths, builders, tailors, shoe 
makers, clerks, storemen, and others, are wanted in the new town- 
ships that are rising in the wilderness. Farmers and graziers are 
required to provide food for the increasing population, and carriers 
and dealers to distribute it to them. 

Therefore, if you are able and willii^ to work, hopeftilly and 
trustingly for snccesa, to accept it thankfolly when it comes, or to 
work on with cheerful manly Christian spuit till better fortune 
attends you,' I have only to say, Welcome, may success rewa^ your 
labour. 

" Dnrbao, Natal, 

"June 23rd, 1874. 

" It is calculated that 8,000 ounces of gold have been shipped 
irom Xatal during the last twelve months, but it is impossible to 
ascertain the exact quantity as much of it is not reported at the 
Custom House." 



[JfOTE BT Editob. — I saw at the Cape Commercial Bank, Cape 
Town, last winter (July, 1875), two thousand pounds' worth of 
dust and nuggete received from FOgrim's Best.] 
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THE GOLD REGIONS 
SOUTH-EASTERN AFRICA. 



DISTANCES AND ROUTES. 



Tables of Distances by Trocheameter — Latitudes and Longitudes 
(astronomical or computed) — Heights above the Sea Level, and 
othet obBerrations, from Port Natal to the Ganvana Bites, 
via H&btley's, or the Potchefstboou, Bustenbebg, and Tati 
Bonte, free from Tsetse Fly ; and return Route through the 
Fly country, via Magholiquain Biter and Makapak's Foost. 

Durini the Years 1869, 1870, 1871, d 1872. 



THOMAS BAINES, F.K.G.S. 



Also Tables of Bontes from Cape Town, Port Eli 

Natal, to the Diamond and various Gold Fields ; and Boutea 
from Pbetobia and Mabthinus WBsaBLSTRooH to the Eers- 
TELiNG and Lydenbotig Gold Fields and to Delagoa 
Bay — contributed by Messrs. Wm. Leathern, J, McLean, 
A. Bellville, F.R.G.S., Capt, Fredk. Elton, G. P. Moodib, 
Dr. E. WiLsos, Dr. Geaham, L. Compton, and other Friends. 
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PORT ELIZABETH. 

ROUTES TO THE DIAMOND-FIELDS, AND 
GENERAL INFORMATION. 

The fact that Port Elizabeth is the chief port of the Orange Free State and 
the Diamond-fields is now deaily established. The bnlli of the goods cott- 
sumed in these regions is obtained from tlua place. Moat meroantila firms 
here have branch eatnbhshmentB at the Fidds, and the largest number of 
diamoitds is exported from Port Elizabeth. Considerable increase in the 
trade statistics of this port is therefore obaerrable. 

The following is a detailed statement of the Cape Town, Natal, and Fort 
Elizabeth rontes. 



No. 1.— THE CAPE TOWN ROUTE. 




Mil«. Aiatain 


WeUington (town) 


. 46 — 


Ceres (town), throogh Bain's Eloof and MitcheU's Pass . 


. S3 1,660 ft. 




. SI 2,460 ,, 


(Jroolrivier (Great Biver) 


. 36 — 


Zoutkloot 


. 45 — 


BloedriTier 


. 48 — 


Oitkjk 


. 48 — 


Beaufort West ... t 


. 87 2,930 ft. 


Waafontaen ... 


..46 — 



(Beanfort to Bii^mond tin Uoir^sbiug, 20 miles more) — 

HanoTer 85 — 

Phillipstown 42 — 

Saltpan's IWft, Orange Biver 54 — 

Jacobedal (village) 54 3,200 ft. 

Pniel Mission Station ... 36 — 

Total ... 66« 
This is nndonbtedl? the longest ronte. From Zontkloof to Saltpan's Drift 

(SS6 miles) the load is over a Kanoo desert, which in certain dty seasons of 
the year presents considerable difficulties to travellers. 



No. 2.— THE NATAL ROUTE. 



D'Urban to Pinetown (village) 
Halfway-houae ... 
Camperdown Hotel 
Maritzbtug (city) 
Mooi Biver 
Bnshman's River 
Tngela Biver 

Dodd'B 

Sandspmit 

Here cross the Dnkensherg 

(village) 
Bethlehem 
Winburg 
Widow Vissagie'a Drift, Vetrivier 
Branch road on right to Bloemhof 

Boahof 

Upper Elipdrift 



Mountains to Horriimith 



Total ... 610 
To reach D'Urhon necessitates travelling b; sea 500 miles farther than Fort 
EUzabeth, and transport thence to the Fielda is more difficnlt and expensive 
than from Atgoa Ba;. 
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No. 3.— THE POET ELIZABETH BOUTES. 

GBBAT PASSENOEK CAET EOXJTE PEOM POET ELIZABETH TO 
THE DIAMOHD-FIELDS BI COBB 4 CO.'S COACHES. 

UOw. 

Tnat Port EUza^tb to Grahamatotm 84 

Otaham's Town to Bellpoort 15 

Hetlpoort to Carlisle Bridge IS 

Carlisle Bridge to Fish Hirer Bondt 141 

Fish RiTsr Bandt to Goba 16 

Ooba to BaTiaaii'B Biver ... ... 12 

Ba'riaan's Birer to Daggsboeranek 7^ 

Daggaboennek to Blaanwkiaiiti 10 

Blo&awkiantz to Cradock 31 

Cradook to Mechau's 18 

Mechaa'B to Collett's 14 

Collett'8 to De Keor 12 > 

De Eeor to Sokoeugezigt 16 

Scboengezigt to Maccassamfontein 16 

Macaaaonfontein to Bietkuil ; 13 

Bietktiil to Gioenefontein 7 

Q-roenefontein to Colasberg - 15 

Coleeberg to Boob' pont (Orange EUver) .„ 16 

Boob' pont to PhiUippolw ■ 17 

Phillippolia to Varkfoutein 24 

Tarkfontein to TitBJeepan 16 

Titsjeapan to Tan Zyl'a 15 

Van Z^ra to Kiel Eiver 15 

Biet ^ver to Jacobsdal 14 

JaoobBda] to Da Toit'a Psn 25 



No. 4.— Via PORT ELIZABETH, PAARDE- 
POOET & GRAAFF-EEINET, 

To Newland's acoommodatioa-boiiBe and ontapon It 

Uiteubage (town) 7 

Bandlontein (cbaJjbeate ipiipg here) 6 

Frentice Kraal (acoommodation) 5 

Centthrea (pnbUc oatBpan and hotel) 2 

Haattwkranta do. 10 



Eome (private oTttapan) 

Paardepoort (hotel) 

t^tteUip (pnblio outapan) 

Driekoppen (hotel) 

Bnnday'a BiTer Drift (NoorBdoom Plaats. When river is 
inqoire if fordable Of neighbouring fanners) 

Hnbbard'B (private accommodation) 

Hobaon'B do. 

Spence'a Toegedaoht hotel 

Melk Rivier Drift 

Eroidfonteiu {hotel and minerbl baths) 
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SEuday'i Biver {(wo drifts. Shanld ths riTer be tnll, there b a 
mnuicipal load to the ligbt, round the bend, into the town of 
Gmftft-KeinatJ 

There ia a. free outapon on the town commonage, wl^ch eitends to 
Fienaor's Bivei — from Giaafi-Keinet to top of Ondeberg, wheis 
there is on hotel, plen^ of water, and a free ontspon, is ... . 

Boad foike to right beyond liot«l 

Left going to MutraTBbarg. 

Poortje (water) . 

Kviertje (water and free ontspan) ) 

Fiok'B Hotel do. L . 

Znnrplaats (water) f 

Nieuwelierg do. ' 

Widow Echaidt'a (private accommodation) 

Hanover (village) 

Philipstown do. 

Saltpan'i Drift (on Orange lUver— atore) < 

Jaoobadal (village) ... . 

Fniel Hisnou Blalion 



No. e.— Via ZUUBBEKG & CKADOCK. 

Fcai Elizabeth— U 

To Zwartkop'a Bridge Hotel 

Clark's Hotel and ontspan, Coega Drift 

Biak 'Bivei (free ontspan) 

Tnnbridge's Hotel, Addo Drift, Bandar's Bivei (blaokBmitlia and 

waggonmakere) 

(Free oatipans both udea of the river.) 

Eoomie Biver ~. «. 

(Free ontapan at Biakkloof ) 

Stobblea' (free ontapan) 

Matthew's Hotel, top ol Znurberg 

Boontjea Eivei (free oatepan) ... 

WebBter'a Hotel, foot of Zunrbeig 

(Smith and waggonmaker here — left hand road to 8omerBBt,cio 

Beenleegte and Korreebosch, 4S milee.) 

Webatei's to Barry's Hotel, Little Fish Biver 

Moordenaaragat (hotel and ontapan) 

Maakell's Hotel, Itoodewal 

Feignson'B Hotel , CookhniB Bridge (ontapan) 

Daggaboersnek (hotel and outspan) ' I 

Blaauwkrantz 

Cradook (town) 

Coleaberg (town) Ii 

Fanreamith do 

Jaoobadal do i 

Pniel 
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No. 6.— Vii GEAHAM'S TOWN & QUEEN'S 
TOWN. 



Qraham'i Town to Qu««n'( Town, oM King William's Tomn, once a week, in 
two dayi. 

nam. 

Ist 3b,j. Graham'B Town to King WiUiam's Town, by Breakfast Yley 

nud Debe Nek (good occomlDodation along the rante) ... TO 

2i]d day. King William's Town to Qaeen's Town, by FraoUort, Grey 

Town, and T;lden (good accommodation) 100 

Graham'i Town to Queen's Toum, vid Fort Btaufmi, ante a ipeck. 
iBt day. To Fort Beanfort by Fort Brown and Koonap Bridge (good 

accommodatioo) 46 

2nd day. To Queen's Town, by Balfonr, Eatbeig, and Whittlesea 

(good accommodation) 7S 

iftagel. Queen's Town to BnrgherBdorp 80 

Stage 2. Bargbeisdorp to Betholie ... ' 40 

Stages. Bethulie to FauTesmitb 60 

Stage 4. Fam'eBmitb to Dn Toit'B Pan TO 

The road ia almost a perfect flat, ooneistiiig of graaay plains, with game 
abundant. From Dn Toit's Fan to Pniel and IQipdiiit run doily 
passenger carts. 
Total distance — 

Qaeen'H Town to Pu Toit's Fan throagh permanent grass the 

whole way 250 

Total diitauce — * 

PortElizabeth to Du Toit's Pan 457 

Another route from Queen's Town proceeds through Dordrecht, Aliwa 
North, Smithfield, and Bedderaburg, to Du Toit's Fan and Fntel. 

A dispassionate examination of the subject proves undoubtedly that it ia 
the interest of all travellers proceeding t« the diamond country to come to 
Algna Bay. Here thej will find the most flourishing town of tbe South 
AMcan continent. Every comfort and accommodation can be secured, as 
well as great facilities tor paasengers, by the excellent public oonveyancaa ol 
Cobb & Co., over routes passing through well-watered, civilized oountry, the 
first of which is tmo )mndred and thirty-eight jnilei thortcr tlian that from 
Cape Toirn, and eighty-two miles tharter tlian that from Natal. The fact 
that the Diamond-fields, the Free State, and the Northern Districts of tbe 
Cape Colony are supplied with nine-tenths of their imported goods from 
¥ott Elizabeth shows, first, that the route is the shortest and the best from 
the coast ; and second, that it is the most travelled, and, therefore, the one 
on which the greatest facilities for the transport of paasengers and goods 
must always be fomtd. 

It is a mistake for persons from Europe or America to burden themselves 
with articles which they may think necessary at the Fields, as they can all 
he purchased at moderate rates in the principal towns of tbe Colony and at 
tbe Fields. 

The South African Oold-fieldf, which are specially referred to in a 
separate section, are reached from Port Elizabeth vi& tbe Diamond-Selds, 
whence they are regular conveyances. From Delagoa Bay they are distant 
120 miles. The climate of Delagoa Bay is dangerous during the sommer 
months. 
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EOUTE No. 7. 



Diitanea from Port Elizabtllivia Hope Totcn and tlie Diamond Fitldt to 7 
— the Soulliera or Victoria and Albert Gold Fields. 

HJ 

Port Elizabeth to Bope Towu— 3TS to 400 mUas, viz.:— 3' 

Eniid Fontein '. 

BaekhoDBe : 

Campbell 3 

Doncd 

PapKnU ] 

Stuiiela Eoil I 

Eoniug (water between Dsuielii Kuil and Koiiing i 

Ennmian, Ute tbe station of Rev. R. MofFatt (New Latiakoo) '. 

Mathuariti 1 

(C Tokoon (3 waters between Matbuariu and Tokoon) J 

LitUe ChniB 1 

Lohaion „ ... : 

Horitetno J 

Great Chnie 1 

Sitlagole 

HaritBotii' 

Holopo 

Maaboani 

Letsa ya HotlopG 

MalooEillB 

Esuge (Khsnjie) BaAVangketso 

Moahiqia 

Hoshnpa Biver 

Secbelutown Bo-Kweua (tbey of tbo crocodile) 

EopoDg 

Boinnuijigaiii ,,, ... ... ... ... ... .., ... ... '. 

Bo-atlfiDami ! 

Hoabne 

Knmbete 

Bo-Mongwato ' 

Holachne ! 

Mitlue 

Tanaiii 

Chakoni 

Limnuwie : 

Falachne 

Seroli riTOT : 

Ookwe 

liOtlAkoni ... ... ... .,, 

Hotlotei (Macloateie Biver) .. . 

Shosba (Qreot Sbasa Biver) : 

Tati Settlement— Southern or Tictoris and Albert Gold Fields 
Bomoqueban river, 14. E. bonndarf of Tati district ' 

Total 101 

Fort ElizabeHi to Tati Eettlement,_ 1,061 miles. 
From tbe observations of Messrs. J. E. H. Cbapman and J. A. Eell. 
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ROUTE No. 8. 

Summary of Dittanees, dc, from Part Natal to tlie Northern Gold 
Fidds, MatiAUi Land, by Hartley's Boad, via Ba-Manywato 
OTui Tati (clear of Ttetae). 

HsigUiii 
TKKheam«I<r. taUtade. Lonsltade. lea. ■bne 
PIACB. Mil«. For. Deg. Uta. l>eg. Mio. GeaLarBl. 

Outer Anchorage, Natal Bay ... — — 29 53 SI 4 — ' 

Landed at Point, Fort Natal ... — — 29 G2 31 1 10 

By ml to Dmban 2 29 61 SI 32 

FietermaiitzlHire; by Welsh's bus 64 D 29 35 SO 23 2,080 
Harry Smith, Orange Free State 118 6 28 16 29 5 4,960 
Ciosa Taal Biver at Lanse's Drift 

into Iione^TaoI 130 6 26 62 28 38 4,408 ' 

Top of Plaat Berg — — — 6,019 

Potsoheffltroom Mooi Eiver 

(Goulaon'B) 

One nule S.E. of Bastenbarg ... 
Cross Marioo River at Jnnetion 

with Limpopo 1 

At Gross Soads, Ba-Mangwato 

miiH 

Cross Tati Biver, near Iiimpopo 

Company's Store 1 

Cross Banpit Spruit of Mangna 

Manyamis, outpoat of Matabili... 
Inyati Mission Station, London 

Society 

Croaa Gwaito River, over S.W. 

bonndary ... ... ,», 

Hartley Hill, between Um VnU 

and Simbo Bivers 1 

Qanyana River, S.W. aide, our 

N.E. bonndary 



To Maghooodas, Masbona Til- 
lage, approiimate 

Total distance froo. Port Natal ... 1,1 

INDEFBHOBNT DISTjUICES. 

Hartley Hill to Umtigesi'a Village 

Hartley HiU to 'Willie's Oiave ... 

Hartley Hill down Um Vnli River 

Hartley Hill to abandoned Gold 
Workings 

Hartley Hill to Workings, re- 
smned by Mashona, near 
Magboonda's 

Znmbo on North of Zambesi ... 

Tette, Portuguese Town on Zam- 

Thence to Quillimane Biver 
month '. 

Hartley Hill to QniUimane Biver 
month I 

SoIaU Biver mouth i 



26 
26 


43 

41 


27 
27 


83 
39 


8,900 
8,867 


24 


10 


27 


8 


2,678 


23 


G 


26 


68 


2,760 


21 


28 


27 


61 


2,623 


SO 
20 


44 
37 


28 
28 


18 
19 


8,470 
8,470 


19 


40 


2fl 


18 


4,US 


19 


11 


29 


60 


8,792 


18 


11 


80 


49 


8,798 


17 


44 


30 


41 


8,963 



18 
16 
IS 


47 
16 
1 


31 
30 
SO 


46 
59 
31 


18 





80 


36 


17 
16 


31 
37 


SO 
30 


32 
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EOUTE No. 10a. 

Approximate distances frmii Natal by the ihortest route throwjk the 
Gold Fields of Kersteling aiid ilarabattatlt, and through the 
Fly country to the Northern Gold Fields ; the comtiiencemenl of 
this Une is aluo the usual route to Lydenburg, and the Gold 
Fields at Mcilv and Ptlffrim'H Reit, 

Idtitade. Longitiide, Height. 
HU«9. Deg. Min. ■"- "'- 



Newc&atte (dietoDce b? Mr. Mc Leau, 
who etates the distance from 
Nencurtle to McUo aa 237 
miles, oi from Dmbftn to McMc 

aa 460 milee) 

Height*, a ie-a mileB north 
of the town 

liSathem'a Drift , between Stuuider's 
and Betters Drift, in Vaal River 

CroBS Pretoria Boad a Uttle west of 
Nazareth 

Berlin Uiasion Station, Her. Maren- 
sl^ (Cobalt Uine) 

Malate'B Eraal 

Eersteling, Natalia Beef, Mr. E. 
Button's Farm. TheGiatqoartK 
crnaMng machinery erected in 
thsTrana-VaallTiHStlydFooct) 

Harabaatadt (gold leeti in vioinitj) 
PasB between Blaaweberg and 
Zoutpansberg throng FIj 
eooDtrj.probahtj to Commando 
Drift, Limpopo Biver, enquire 
tor safe road of Der Yeoage or 

other hnntere 

JimetioD of Semotchia with Bhasba 

From the Junction of 
Semotchie and Shashn to Tati 
settlement, Southern, or Vic- 
toria and Albert Gold Fielda is 
54 miles W.N.W. 

Lee'a Eonae,[Mangwe(lat. audlon., 
E. Mohr and T. Bunes, arocial 
station) 

Hartley Hill , my hooae, Northern 
Gold Fields 

OanyanaBiver 

Total 

Total Tijt Hartle/s Boad... 
The distance from Durban to my 
house at Hartley Hill, by Mr. Hart- 
ley's road, etJe aom fly, and healthy, 
is 1,211 miles, 7 furlongs— B^ ... 
By ^rect route, with danger of 

fly and fever 

Difference in faroui of direct route 



Deg. Mio.' 
31 



39 35 30 S3 



52 



S3 68 29 31 
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EOUTE No. 12. 

DUtancet from Pretoria to Eerstelin^, riaJCamed Fooj-t or Eastern. 
road, with lujht or traggon trarelUiuj at leaH 3 miles per luiur, 
or more, say 3i, Capt. F. Elton and 35 others. 

Houn, Uia. 

From Pretoria 

Pienaar's Biver drift 3 

Grej'a Farm and Store, Fransohe Poort 1 

Carl Hiimoar'B, crogs two Bprmts and sproit near farm 1 30 

De Waal'i Farm, Elands Biver taking left-haud roaJ 2 16 

Hodgson's Fatm, cioaa Hoitebeeste Biver S 

Next Bpniit 2 50 

CroM do 2 36 

Cross Eameel River, good drift 2 

Thropeh Kameel Pooit S 15 

SpmitB of Elandi Biver, Makapan'a range above Sebedelis can be 

seen 3 20 

To Elands BiTer, good drift, rans to Olifants Biver 2 30 

Dronk Fontein (EiW oxen on account of Uoiih), busli country ■■• 3 50 

Pan, on right, dry at end of winter 3 40 

Klip Fontein, on left, dries in very dry Reasons 2 6 

To Sebedelia Eraal, throngh bush to intermediate vater 1i 50 

Cross Inknmpi River,or Sebedelia River, drift guud, descent stony 66 

Throngh Melie Gardens to aproil of Inkumpi, Strjd Poort ... 1 *> 

Cross spmit throe times to Bath spruit, cleur stream, blue granite 1 60 

Venter's Farm, cross spmit steep, in and out, but not bad .- 1 30 

BnHou's Form, Eersteling or GirsUing Gold Field, Natalia Beet 1 40 



In comparing this with my route along the Nylstroom, Capt. Elton has 
inadvertently ^ded Uie 11 miles from Marabastadt to Eersteling, making 
my distance ITOj^ milea, instead of deducting 7 miles, which should moke it 
only I52J from Pretoria, vifi Tort Fontein to Eeriteling. 
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EOUTE No. 13. 



Distances from Durban, Natal, to hydenburg and the Geelhoutboom, 
or McMc atid Pilgrirn'i Best Gold Fields; llr. William 
Leathern' B route. 



From Darban to Fietennaritzbnrg is 
acoounted 

Plongli Hotel. Pietennaritzbnrg, to comer 
of Mr. Handlej'B Store, Oreytown, by 
tiocheameter (T. Baines) 45^ 



Utreoht, 
(T.I 



F«t Bbove the »a 
Dorbait 22 

PUteimaxitzbarg 2.080 
Town HiU 3,700 



t opposite the town 



116i 



Lat. 27 aeg. 32 mitt. Total I 

Height above the sea 6,300 feet 

There are inaa along the road ae far as 
Martbinns WeBgeUtroom 

Mttrthinua Wesaelstroom in Wakkerattoom 
District to Mr.Buhnnan's — Vaal River 

John Joubert'B 

Sprait north of Gideon Joabert'a 

Mr. Clarke's, at Lake Ghrissie, New Scotland 

Here the track oioaaes the road from Pre- 
toria to Dideen and Delagoa Bay, and j 
attains an elevation of more than 6,000 I 
feet; the sonrceB of Vaal River, I 
Olifonts River, and' Umkomati. or j 
Uaoice, oi King George River, rising | 
from Elipstafel, a few miles west ... ' 

Flat np in the hill near Yander Merwe's ... 

Oabriel Stoltz, Eomatie River 

Potgieter'a on Elands sprait 

Blaawebosch Kraal spruit 

Christian Vourie 

Top of KrokodU Rivier Hill 

To this side of Erokodil mviei 

Sarel Vilgoens 

L^denbnrg 



I 



The high lands 
7,000 



Total miles 

Boad to McMc — 

LydenhuTg, east to Spitzkop 

Tiieace north to Oeelhontboom or McMc 
Total 

Eoad to Pilgrim's Rest — 
Lydenburg, north, cross Spekboom Eiver 

to Kruyger'a Post 

Thence south-east to John MuUer's 
Cross Blyde (Blythe or Joyful) River to 

Pilgrim's Rest 

Total 
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ROUTE No. 14. 

BtmUfiom Durban, Natal, to the Lydeninirg Gold, FUlda ; Mr. J. 

McLean's route. 



Durban to Uaritzbnig, hy omnibus, namerons Hotels 

along the road 

UuitzboTg to Umgent WBterbll, Bomtk Hotel 

Oimie's Hotel (below Houtbosoh Baand) 

Mooi Biver, Helen Bridee Hotel 

Butunan'a Biver do. Esteonrt, Alice Bridge Hotel — 
Colenao, TngeU BlTer, dtiit and pcmt (0,136 ?} Hotel ... 

Ladjsmilb Hotel 

Enighl'B, no aoconunodatiDn _. ... 

Thomaa'B Hotel ... ... 

Ii^angane, George's Hotel 

Newcastle Hotel {height a few miles north ot the town}... 

(grnikshank's UiS, no aoeommodation ... .« 

Iiang's _ ditto 

Harrison's ditta 

Caatrop's Sand Spmit Btore 

Bobertsoa's Store ._ ... ... 

New Scotland ronte — 

Bwart'a, no aoeoiiKaodation _. ... 

Taal Kiver, Bnhnnann, no aocommodatian ~. 

J. Jouberi: dittO' 

G. Jonbert ttitti> 

Clarlfe's, Lake Chtii^ ditto (Ehpstapel) 
Stein ditto- 

Tander Iferwia ditto ... _. 
CroEB Umkomatie Biver to Stoltz ditto 

Potgietet's ditto 

Toniies ditto ... ._ 

CroDodile Biver _. 

I^denbuig < „ .» 



Durban 32 
4 3,080 

1 3,330 
HoDtboadiBiiud 

2 i.40» 

2 4,330 

3 3,663 
a S,00O 
8 8,3£3 



Total distance — Durban to Lydenbttig . 

^denboig to Do Klerks 

Ilienee to SIcMq 



Dniban to Kewoostle 

Bobertson'a 

I^denbii^ 



Lydenbnrg to Pilgrim's Best, TillieTs ii l^nchard's Farms 30 

Pilgrim's Best to MoMc 10 

McMe to Delagoa Bay » 160 
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ROUTE No. 15. 



Dittances frrnn Pretoria to Lydenburg, given me by Mb. W. Leathern, 
C*M( wttita y«" hotir on kortebaek). 

ISBm. I^titndt. Lmgttnde. Hdsht. 



Ktetoria, Church Square, latitude, 

8t«UsT; Boiling point, 204-4; 

BMometer, 26-22 — 25 44 28 26 4,007 

To Diediick Mnelleni, where N«v 

Scotland Bood goes wiuth-eart 

{see preoading TaMe) 67} 25 46 29 16 — 

OUfants Rivier 17 26 37 29 35 — 

Nazareth Berlin UiBsion Station 

(Cobalt Mine, reported Gold) 11 25 S2 29 43 — 

Van Wjk'B Spmit (the hooee 1 mila 

Booth) 18 25 29 29 63 — 

Botba (croBS Bothaaberg) 12| 25 27 30 i) — 

Nieholaas Grobler, near Steal Foort 

River 9 25 26 30 28 — 

Oroote ZnclieTboBah Eop,aear Stein- 

kampBberg 16 35 23 80 31 — 

Enter long -viilej Bonroa ol Bpek- 

boomBiTer 15 25 18 SO 40 — 

Down the Valley, oroM the RiTsr 

fiyetJmeB 12 26 11 30 44 — 

Ljdeabnrg (Lat., by St. Tinoent W. 

EreMne) 12 26 4 30 52 6,625 

Total 179i 



From Pretoria to NaEaretb 

recliotied 

Naiareth to Lydenbnrg ... . 



Distances front the IHamond Fields to hyderAurg Gold Fi^dt, 
given me by Alfbbd Bei.tili.e, F.B.G.S. 

Uilea. LBtitudi-. Lmgitade. Hd#A. 

Deg. mId. Vtg. Wn. 

Diamond Fields to Potachefstroom 204 26 43 1:7 44 3,900 

Pretoria 94 2S 44 26 26 4,087. 

Lfdenbnrg, viA. BolBabeto, U.S. ... ISB — — t,835 

Total ... 466 £5 4 SO 62 — 

Lydenburg to eaateru edge et 

Drakensberg 14 — — — 

Senl's Enncklee 6 — — — 

MoMc *21 — — — 

Total Diamond Fields to HcMo 497 
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EOUTE No. 16. 

Distances from Pretoria, Trana-Vaal BepuhUc, to Belagoa Bay, 
given me by Uk. William Lkathebn. 

Fretoria,aeatof Government, Trans- Hila. lAtltnda. LoneltiHle. Hd^t 

VaftI Republic, on floiircea o( ^eg- "ia- D«- Min. "bwethB 

ApiBB Bivier,Bouth of Maghalies- Atpsoxiiut.. He*. 

berg, observed at Mr. Brodrick'a, 

Chnroh SquarB. Boiling point Btollar. 

a04*4. Barometer 2S-6S ... SS 41 28 35 4,007 

Tut MenliuB (on horseback, 6 miLsB 

per hour) 6 2S 44 26 31 — 

Ballantine, cross Pienurs Biver ... 4} 26 46 2B 37 — 

Botha, in Poort, south of Gr»rB at 

Franaohe Poort 6 25 47 28 43 4,6O0p) 

Harthinns PiiaBlo, eroBB Eoudeu 

(or Dog) Spruit 15 26 60 28 56 — 

Solomon Prinslo 8 26 49 28 67 — 

SalamoVermaAk S 25 47 29 4 — 

Cross Wilge or WUlow Biver, Honrce 

of BhenoBter KiTer 

Piet Forater 

Diedrick Muller, a branch road, goes 

N.B. to Ljdenburg 

Isaae HolathajBea's 

Fiet HoUthuysen'e, cross Olifastt 

Lydenburg Boad crosses this track 

CroBB Little Olifants Biver 

Lodewjk de Jager 

DeToto 

Morthinus Steyn. Thee Spruit 
Clarke's, at Lake Chriaaie, New 

Scotland 16 26 10 20 26 

Here ctoeb the road from Natal to 

Ljdenburg — Hamilton (New 

ScotUna)—Unipolosi Biver ... 10 36 16 30 36 
Stony Spruit (with waggon, about 

2) miles per hour) 6 26 15 80 43 

Jas. Mao Arthur's, Stony Spruit ... 6 26 14 80 47 

Neit Dutspan (not far from Hoi. 

nekf) 6 26 15 30 62 

Spruit of Umbolosi — beginning to 

descend 10 26 17 80 57 

Elandsridge, Dumbarton — gentle 

descent 

Batabelaa Baaken— the hill N.E.... 
Hell Gate, near the borders of New 

Scotland 

Sapan'flEraal 

Buftel'aNek 

BofFel'sEraal 

Norbombaa Flat 

Dideen, where Songhaan lives 
Umbolosi, Muvama Foort, in 

Lebombo 60 26 15 31 56 1,300 

Bemban River (Mattol or Doudas 

Biver) 35 35 58 33 31 — 

Lorenzo Marques, English Biver, 

DelagoaBay 9 26 68 83 87 — 

Total 326i 
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Mr. Moodie itntaB tha distBiiM si 
Pretona to New Saotland 
Thenoe ta Delagoa Bay ... 



The Bailroad from Dslagoa Bay to Pretoria, on the line explored by G. F. 
Moodie, iriU probably paaa through Dmboloai.U'nyama Poort, up EIooilBrid ge. 
near Hoi Nell, and along this line to Pretoria. Piobably Ur. Moodie avoided 
the tain south to the Didesii. This line now surveyed by Mr, K. Hall. 

BOTJTE No. 17. 

Diitancei from Martkmua WesaeUtroom in Wakkerstro 



Tram-Vaal Republic, to Delagoa Bay, yite 

IjEATUSBN. 

FLAOB. 

Dnrban, Port Hatal to 

Maithiuos WesBelstroomfT.Bunea) 
Paaa Pietatoup, Heodrick, Teaagie, 

CarlBtoup, and Yeldtman, under 

Slang Apiesberg, to cross the 

Umkmto or Aaa£gai Biver, 

good drift 

Pass Bhobbakjn, Andries Botha, 

Derby (late Mr. McCoikindale's 

residence}, to UuikompieB BiTei 
Zlwandwar (an Amasvaai Chief) ... 

CroBs Qreat Usutu Kiver 

Cross Little Dsutn Biver 

Dideen, Eraal of the King Songhaan 
Eraldne makes Dideen lat. 2634, 



loD. a 



.30. 



Cioss Umtelaan and TJmyelegasi 
Biver, near Maloya Ersal 

Cross Umbolosi Umtblope (white 
Umbolosi} to Martin's Well ... 

La^e Moontain near Umlebar ... 

Cross Umbolosi Mnyama (blaok 

Umbolosi) 

On the Great Umbolosi, I think 
Osborne's "Gold Valley" i» 
on a tribataiy some miles N.W. 

Cross Umbolosi six times in three 

Umbolosi Mnyama Foort, in Le- 
bombaBange 

Umbolosi Mnyama Drift 

Cross Umlwlosi Mnyama ninth and 
laat time 

Bamban Biver, Mattol Biver, Dnn- 
das Biver 



i District, 
y Mb. W. 

I. Haigfat. 

23 

\ 6,300 
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36 27 81 25 — 



26 20 31 84 



Total Marthinns Weaeelatrooni to 

Lorenzo Marqnes 

Dniban to Marthinns WeBselstroom 

Total Durban, vifiMarthinnsWessel- 
stroom to Lorenzo Marqaes, 
Delagoa Bay 



44^— say 450 Miles. 
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EOniE No. 18. 

Trockgametric Distancea from Pilgrim's Rest to Delagoa Bay, by 
D, B. WiLBON (from America), and Dr. Gbahau. Sketch of 
road by Ma. Comptom. 
Hlgriin'fl Baat is a valley on the Bonroofi ^„_, ^.^ t™. -iu.m 

ofth8Bljde(Blyth«orJorfQl)Kiyer. ^SiSfoi^ V^^^^* 

about 10 milea from Trenr, or Weep- Bat. Af nioniuTi. tett. 

ing Biver. bo colled because a party ot 

the earl; Dutch emigrante lost each 

other at the one and re-joined at the 

other, aay between 1836 and 1840 

(lat. and Iod. appioi., Bellville) — 34 4& 31 3 — 

McMc, on sonrce of BadenhofTE Spruit, 

Sabiaffiver 10 24 64 

Sabia FaUs, 150 feet, on SabU lUver ... 27 24 69 
First Gamp on Spruit, north of Spitzkop 33 25 4 
Second, west ot a ridge (vbose highett 

point in 4,900 feet) 39 26 5 

Sand Biver 43 35 7 

Water, red-topped grass SG^ 26 10 31 29 — 

iiontli of Fretori^kop (fly and fever 

pievaleut aontb-east of this) ... 69 36 12 31 31 — 
Heath of Saddlebitck or Long Mountain, 

-water, 300 yards Eonth-nest ... 08 36 IS 31 35 — 

Compton'a Old Camp sonth of Bnffel- 

skop. water in rocks 7Ci 26 21 31 37 ~ 

Big tree and water hole 33 25 33 31 41 — 

Camp Thankful, waterholes.spikedgrasB 90| 26 26 31 46 1,370 
Krokodil Bivier, at Sebohomo, 90 yards 

wide and i feet deep, coarse sand 

and nodules of bed rock making 

eddiea. Found gold in Band of creek 

and on bed rock — Dr. Wilaon. 

Probable gold field — -Dr. Oraham. 

(More than probable fever- T.Baines) 96 35 38 31 47 1.360 
Eomati Bivier, Umkomogasi Umko- 

manziManice,or King George Biver, 

34 yards wide and 3 feet deep, quick 

sand, near FabJui Ill 26 33 31 67 1,326 

Compton and Hampton 119^ 25 36 32 3 — 

The Divide, Portuguese and Trans- Vaal 

Boundary, on Libombo range, treaty 

ot July, 1889 

Black rock hole, granite, little stream... 
Over last wide topped range, low, flat ... 

Kafirtown 

Talaln'g Town, on Matloe or Uadolo 

Marshy Eiver, 6 or 10 miles further 

cross a stream with bridge of iron 

and wood running in near Loienfo 

Marques 1622 ^ 6^ ^^ ^^ — 

Loreni^o Marqnes, Portugnese town on 

English Biver, Delagoa Bay, anr- 

rounded by sand and mnd banks, 

and encircled by water at high tides ; 

cocoa nut and other trees about the 

town 1781 25 63 82 37 — 

Great caution should be exercised in using this road. I believe the only 
safe months are June, July, and August, and perhaps the first half of Sep- 
tember ; in the latter pait of September, and to Ma; inclasive, travell^ 
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tnmni&T. 183 

are lisble to teTer, from wbioli eisht or ten persons h&d died up to March, 
1874, and mitii; were ill. The TsitBe ij abounds in thia low country nearly 
to Pretoriaskop. Hr. Maodonald's eipedilion Io«t, 1 tliiiik, 114 oxen, and 
Mr. Arrowamith leporta a loaa of 14. Donkeys are geaerally safe, but not 
quite BO here. Qoois are taken 10 or 12 mileB up Matkw Bivar in bsatB, 
and small slaTers used to go 40 imles np the Uaitiae, but th« boat remedy 
would be a railway up the ridge by Hal N^, in Kew Bootlamd. 

EODTE 19. 

Distance*, FodtioTU, rfc., from WalvittA (or Whdle'Jith) Bay, on 
the West Coast of South Africa, to Lake JVjnmi, the Victoria 
FalU, attd my house at hosier Hill, ZambesL Chapuam's 
Troeheameter distancet. 

TrDcbauBttot LaUtnte. 
PLACE. Uaea Fur. Taid* Sta. Mis. 

Wdviaoh Bay ... ._ ... — 22 68 

Ookiep 3G IGS 22 S& 

Tineas 31 3 IIS 

Poortjie, or Pass Onauies ... 10 1 157 

Platte Ehp 13 120 

Wilte Water 12 I 65 

Taoubia 11 6 58 

Otjimbengue 21 7 41 22 XI 



Otjifflonjebba 83 7 211 

Otjikango Eatitie, Little Barmen 9 90 

Great Barmen ... S 3 140 23 £ 

■Otjithebba 16 

OoQB da Gous 16 7 107 

Eikhams (warm springs) ... 12 120 22 23 
Carry forward from WalviBch 

Bay to Eibham'f 29» 1 

Distances from Walvisch Bay to Victoria FrnVt and Logier HiU' 

From Great Barmen, Distances by GHAPUAir. Latitadei by 

Baines. 

Trwl 
PLACE. TSOmi 

Two mileB beyond (neai Wend- 

hoek, formerly Wesleyan 

Mission, now abandoned)... 2 
One and a-haU Dules further ... 1 
Great Cheek Eraal, south of 

Elephant Birer 18 

Mount Secace, Kleine Bakjies, 

or Little Cheek 17 

Wegdraai. or Tnmaway Bend... 11 
PasB through Witvlei, or Adul- 

Outspan, 2 or 3 muIsb beyond ... 2 
Trek all d^ and night, and 

reach Gobabiee, i ■"' 

phant Fountain . 
Twass.from Elephant a Fountain 46 
Qtjikeko AppolloB's werit 
Onweada Onganga 

Pit nearly dry 

Poortjie, or Small Pass 
Sand Fontein, Oljimathie 
Elephant's Eloof, Otjimapa 
Pit, no water 
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PLACE. 

Beit F(mtem, Koimobis, i 
Otiembends 

Dog Hole Pit, irater enoogh for 
doga ohJt (T. Bunei) 

Along tlie 017 ri^^ Md to 
Wahlbei^ WeU, in Ma- 
ramba Otjimbande, Qiui- 
th^ ! 

300 jards Bonth of OiiTtegg», or 
Port Ftmk, & pit of good 
water in depieasion of 
limeatone 

Tioohearaeter dioked mih sand, 
MT 

Qhatize Well in limestone, 
thorn groTe, the watet 
860 yarda north, the best 
altitudes gave SL deg,, 
S8 min., U aeos 

Patches of forest, 3iy pit) 

Thotmoe, Letsia, Pierie, or 
Wolf Fontein, the Stink - 
Pontein of Andenon, 



Hike Fur. T«k1j Deg. Hin. 
117 21 54 



15 107 21 17 



DUtancts, rfc., from WalvUeh Bay to Victoria Falls and Logier 
HiU, Zamberi Eiva; by T. Bakes. 



FUCE. 
niomtee, or Letsia Ketie, 

Moming Ontspan 

WaterleasPit 

Eoobie, the water due noTtb 

160yard« ... 

Eoobie, tbe water 600 yards 

aoath. Obearvation Tree. 

LaUtndo b? 12 or 11 stars. 

Taiiatioa 21 deg., 41 min. 

37 seoe. Lunar distai 

Motjeerie-trees, Mahalapaie 
Ontsp " ■ 



TrocJieameter Latitude. 

nan For. Yudi I>^. Uia. 

— 21 19 



leTlei 

Total Distance from Eikham's 
to Quarantine Tlei ... • 

ftom Uaqnata Hill, about a 
mile north of Quarantine 
Tlei to Seeate Tlei 3oherm. 

A fine Vlei Masde Tonka 

Busby Tlei 

Pus Sebubumpi, and halt at 
Motenyani. Tlei, south of 
Lubelo Monntaim *., •>> 



3 5 7 

6 1 109 

7 6 176 
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Troohflamfltor. lAtltailp. 
PIACE. Milea For. Tsids D^. Uin. SdgbL 

Orassy flat, with bash all rotind 9 7 3M 
No water. 16 or 20 giraflee in 

Bight, thick boab, fonnd 

water at some distsnee ... 12 60 
Uakhabaim, aoath of Qiueliia 

Hilla 4 G 67 30 89 

Thick bush, without water ... 4 3 103 
Dry Tlei, Uotjihaora-treea ... 7 2 121 
Oatspan, without water ' ... 8 6 7ft 
Edge of the forest, sonth of 

Bo-tia-le Biver 9 3 130 

Near Letsatsilebi's old place, 

Boutb ol the river, aboot 

16 miles east of Lake Ngami — SO 19 

Westward to LeshalatabeB town 

at Lake — 30 31 Baines 

Ngami,I3iiiiles4 furlongs 186 feet — 30 SI Chapman. 

Eastward back to our old oamp — 20 20 Linngatone. 

Extra distance, by sweeping 

ronnd to return, 13 miles 

6 fur. 311 yards. Zongas 

Kraal and ferry are sup- 
posed to haye been abont 

here. Xjivingstone calls tbe 

river " Zouga," instead of 

Bo-tl6t-le. Fcoio Leslin- 

latebes town, west to Christ- 

mOB-tree is 33 miles 6 for. 

Chapman mode the whole 

length of the lake 39 miles. 
From Letsatsilebi's old place to 

Island iu river, east end ... 4 I 13 

South oi river 3 4 207 

Short tract indnded in next 

distance 

South of river 6 6 38 

Pass Baobab, sonth of river ... 3 7 E7 
Separation oamp, Henry Chap- 
man and J, A. Bell leave 

ns here for Graham's town 

on the 23rd. Latitude ob- 
served on the 2Gth ... — - 30 9 
Pass Ma Tabbin. the Tamalu- 

kan river comes in from the 

north 6 7 6 30 7 

GiJled also Noka-e-a Lingalo 
^ver of Lingalo) 

Thorn trees south ot river ... E S 106 
Three - quarters of an hoar 

stopped by heavy rain ... 
First valley like side channel 

of river, opposite Makata's 

newvUUge 11 6 43 20 10 

Pass Samaganga's drift hut keep 

south of river 7 E 110 

Sooth o[ river 7 167 20 15 

Pass SamagoDga's, halt at Eahi 

Mabele (or two friends) 

south of river 6 4 148 20 18 
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PLACE. 1 

Thra. Earn, soath of river _ 
Fine tbom Itme, H. ChapmEin'B 

oldEraal 

Cross the river at Ehamnia's 

IoTd> ODt-apan a mile on road 
Near Bnehmai] village... 
Near Motjeerie tree ... .>. 
Flat, vrith thorn trees ... ~ 
Eill bnffalo, and go on till notm 

north of river 

Moro.o-a Mobootoo, or the tree) 

with legs, river in a aveep- 1 

the north ... ...,' 

Leave the Bo-tlet-le, which flowe 

BotUh-east ... _. 

Dense bnah 

Qhonna, water in limestone, 

scanty drinh for the men ... 
Dwarf palm bnah, Vlei and 

Bnsliinan's village... 
liimesloDe oountr;, passed the 

Cross salt pans, northern 
Bpniita ol the Ntetwe 

North to Baobab on border of 
the pan 

Clnmp of thorns north of the pan 

Dwarf palm, good water, eoel of 
the salt pan 

Dwarf palm bush 

Eangyon, water half under Mot- 
jeerie tree 

Orove of Motjeerie and Melon 

Pass seven palms and thirty 

minntea beyond ... 
Under Baobab, near Eoonyara 
Baobab, 200 yards north of 

Onaton water 

Pass Bagbopalie water 

Isagobia, the water dish, 100 

Mahootoo Mahbe (itgly foot) 

north of the water 

Open flat with bush, a large 

pan north 

MetseboMuko (or bitter water) 

) mile south 

Mopani grove, sand ridge ... : 

Thammaseitjie, water, W. S. W. 

Oaruga, amaJl pit on right, the 

trocheometer shews 3.0.12. 

too little, sand choking i%. 

Bay perhaps 

Thqfn country, vines bearing 

grapes in March, 186S ... 
Talley with wooded hill on left, 

beyond Qomkaabie 

Thammafupn, water, i mile 
north-west and Leteba i 
mile south 



3 219 20 18 



„. 1 143 



20 15 
20 13 
20 12 



No latitodB, Waggon 

fever, and 2,61£i, 

chmdy sky. Siver 2,466 
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lilitode. 

PLACE. Uilea Fur. Yard* I^. Mia.] Height. 

' Tbannnaseitiie, the vatsi} mile 

soatb 6 8 155 19 15 

Flat, .nith BnuiU tborus ... 11 4 37 11 H 

Luge Mopani tree in forest ... 9 70 18 BH 
Six-tiee ling in vallej, with 

VleU in the wet season ... 8 8 80 18 56 
Vlei in open space of Hopani 

forest 4 3 74 

On plain with Mopani Forest 

8,000 feet above the sea. 

Edge of the plain 8,500. 

Descend into valle; of the 

Zambeai Bj^tem 8 4 167 18 45 

Daka, riToiet of the Daka or 

Loisi River 7 6 123 18 40 

Cross Bonka branch of Daka ; 

cross Daka Uttle rise near 

Bonka or M'Eomba ... 4 7 10(t — 

Zimbova or Zibi Valley, hill on 

our left, one piOm tree ... 10 G 192 16 33 
Faas waggon to Small Itiver ... 6 4 6il — 

FasB throagh patch of fly, cross 

Matietsie Eiver 8 89 18 20 

Qnagga shot b; Chapman ... 3 2 139 

Big tree, Bolongo Biver ... 8 134 18 23 

Break Disselboom in Spniit of 

N'yatiBiver 4 4 125 — 

N'jati or BnBalo BiTer ... 3 2 1% 18 14 

Quagga shot hj Chapman ... 1 1 7 — 

By waggon of Sechelia Ambassa- 
dor, N'yati Biver, where we 

leave the waggon S S 128 18 12 

On foot, cross tooad red eand ^ r m,. i„^ 

hiU,withMopanie8, infested 18 30 ,™k vf TT * 

by fly. Sle^lmder Mot- 16 ^^ably the 

seebe tree, about 19 _ _J { ■*"■ 

Camp nnder anna-wood tree, 

abreast of the western end 

of the chasm of the VictoriA 

Falls 7 17 56 

Carop at the Ferry above the 3 

Falls, say about two miles 17 54 2,460 . 

190 
60 3 — 

Total, Walvisch Bay to Victoria 

Falls 1,157 6 186 

Summary 0/ Distances from Walvisck Bat/ to Victotia Falls. 

MUm. Fra. Td«. Dek! Mi^ 

»■""»" 1= = = II i ss°<z^ 

To Eikham's 329 69 32 33 Baines. 

Qnarantine Vlei 431 8 144 30 59 Do. 

Victoria Falls 487 2 190 17 66 Do. 

WalviBchBftytoVictoriaFalIs,Totall,157 6 183 

My Eonse onLogier Hill, abont 60 miles east of the 

BiverVictoria Falls, on south side of Zambesi 19 4 Baines. 
Height above the Sea, 1,560 feet 18 2 Mohr. 
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HOMEOPATHIC CHEMISTS, 

XjOIiT"D01Sr. 



vary IWDdBaias 

oonMLnlng the 
Vtw £d<Uoii or, 

tlsUedlclnB.edl 
IMd bT Or. GaC- 



EsnilaDma ci 



and mil aolMd 

'Ot HlBBiDTIAriBB 



No. 19 ia»UD- 
IS alt ths ei- 



preaoribed In 
laarls' ■ Donwo- 
ttoUedloins, 



LA Appendix, 



■poonl, oil Bilk, 

nlnety-Bii rBmodloi ii. -- „ ■ 

Inolndlng tba new Amencaji remBdlBB j 1 
liuria'B E«mB.tio Medlolns, in gc 
■poonB, being ft most portable ani 
« piepand [hit fooi us equal K 



LONDON; 



DU .,..; ju.est addlHona to tbe FbannaoopiBla, 
ity.eii nmediei pnaoribed tn ths flrit part or 
>nd Id lbs lid ars plaosd p1a«l«r and ^obnle 
jT travailing. All tns GlobiUea In thlg caes an 
re. Pries complste, uid aent oanriage paid on 



latradingt Parnha- 
un win 

pleua quota ths 



No. S, BC. PAUL'S 
CaimCBTiBD, 



in ordsring eitlMT 
or thasB CaM(. 



V£BBi STBECT, 
OXFOED BIKEET. 

Shiifptri 
end tht Trade tup- 
plied. 



Pull DaaoriptlTO 

Catalogna 
Gsnt fraa to any 
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THE OXJ-AJRpi-A.3;T 

FIRE AND MARIiri 

Jhsuraj^ck &^ Jrust pomPAK[Yj 

30, MAIN STREET, 



£100,000 I BSnBTSS TITNI} £34,000 



BQABD <V BIKBOTeMI; 
J. W. SALOMON, CHAIHMJ.ir. 

F. S. Fairbridgi:, i J. Walkxk, 
A. J. Macdomald, I W. Savaoc, 
E. W. Engelkkm, I D. F. Stewart. 



THE COMPANY UNDERTAKES 

The Administraitlciiz of Estates; the Agency and 
Management of th« AfTalvs of Paraons leaving the 
Colony ; the Putfidiase and Sale of Landed Property ; 
the Raising of Loans oi> tlis Investment of Capital. 

Proposals in, eaof ^ Ou Brmdus oBmded to dailij. 



MARINE POLICIES GRANTED, PAYABLE IN LONDON. 
FEANCIS H. CAEPEHTEB, Sec 
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ASSURANCE AND TRUST 

COMPAKT 

OF PORT ELIZABETH 

(limited). 



CAPITAL 



. BOARD OP DIRECTORS : 

A. BABSDOBF, Cbairman, 

JOBIf PATHRSON, Beputy-Cbairman. 

K. KACDONALD, I W. H. FABKEB, 

K. HOBJIIS, I A. O. HAItWOOD, 

B PETTIT. 

SOLICITORS : 
CHABAUD AITD BTASON. 



AUDITORS : 
J. A. HOIXAHB and A. WHJCOT. 



THE Business of this Company embraces : — Fire and Marine 
Insurance ; the Insurance of Diamonds, Specie, and other 
Valuables by Inland Transport ; the Guarantee of the Honesty and 
IntegriQr of Clerks and other Servants and Officials ; the Adminis- 
tration of Estates ; the Agency and Management of the Afiairs of 
Persons leaving the Colony ; the Investment of Capital ; the Raising' . 
of Loans ; the Sale and Puchase of Landed and other Securities, 

R. S. SMITH, Secretary. ■ 
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XJITENBCA-QB 

BOARD OF EXECUTORS 

Ain> 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

F. LANGE, Eaq., Cliairman. 

P. LEISCHINa, Esq. I E. H. BLACK Esq. 

8. J. VAM NIEKERK, Esq. | P. GERDS, Esq. 

Atidilors—R. W. BIDWELL, Esq., and JOS. REID, Esq 

TrmUes—F. GERDS, and P. LANGE. 

Bank — Uitenhage Branch of Standard Baiik. 



The Company undertakes the Administration of Estates, the 
Agency and Management of the Affairs of Persons leaving the 
Colony, the Purchase and Sale of Landed Property, the Raising 
of Loans, or the Investment of Capital ; Pire and Life Insurances 
effected, &c, &c, the Collection of Accounts and Magistrate's 
Court Bnsinefis. 

HENBY H. CHASE, Secretaiy. 
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Cape of Good Hope Bank. 

ES-r^BLISHIEID 1833. 



DIRECTORS : 
0. J. MANUEL, Esq., M.L.A., Chairman. 



T. F. Rutherfoord, Esq. 

Thomas Watson, Esq. 
W, J, Anderson, Esq. 
C. R. Eaton, Esq. . 



Hon. J. Mnrison, Esq., M.L.C. 



Henry Reid, Esq. 

E. M. Twentyman, Esq. 



HEAD OFFICE : 

74, Adderley Street, Capetown. 

BRANCHES : 
Port Elizabeth ; Kimberley and Dutoitspan (Diamond-fi 

LONDON AGENCY: 

London and 'Westminster Bank, Lothbury, E.O. 



Drafts and Letters of Credit granted, payable in all the above- 
Qamed places and in all the principal Towns in South Africa. 

Adraoces made on approved Security, and Bills Negotiated or 
Forwarded for Collection. 

Current Accounts opened on the same principles as those 
obaerred by other Bankers. Every person connected with the 
establiahment signs a Declaration of Secrecy as to the accounts of 
its Customers. 

Fixed Deposits, for long or short periods, received at rates of 
Interest which can be ascertained at the Head Office in Capetown, 
or at any of the Branches, Parties may loAge money upon an 
Interest Account who have no Current Account, and those who 
have Current Accounts may transfer any portion of their balance, 
for which they have no immediate use, to an Interest Account. 

Colonial and other Securities of Constituents of the Bank 
received for safe custody, and Interest and Dividends collected as 
thCT &I1 due. 

The Agencies of other Banks, and Parties residing at a distance, 
nudertaken, and every description of Banking and Exchange 
business transacted at current rates, 

W, FORSAITH, 

Manager. 

81, Main Street, Fort Elizabeth. 
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THE STANDARD BANK 

OF 

British: south afriojv 

(LIMITED). 



BUBSCBIBED CAPITAL 
PAID-UP CAPITAL ... 
BESEB.VX EUND 



£2,400,000. 
£800,000. 
£150,000. 



10, Clement's Lane, Lombard Street, London. 



DIRECTORS, 
Frederick Greene, Esq. 
Geo. M. Kiell, Esq. 
Samuel Hyde, Eeq. 



Daniel Mackenzie, Esq. 
John T. Rennie, Esq. 
Eobert White, Esq. 



Edward 'R'yltl, Esq. 



ROBERT STEWART, Esq. 
GEO. N'. FLAYER, Esq. 



BANKERS. 
BANK OF ENGLAim. THE ALLIANCE BANE, LISHTED. 



Joint General Slanagers in 1 GILBERT FAHIE, Esq, 
the Bouth Afirican Colonics f H C. BOCS, Esq. 



U. D. Snvury, Ek|. 

B. W. Jolinston, Esq 

C. K. DDirinetdD', Esii. 
Selkirk Stuui, Ksq. 



TBDieal'u.Uiope.'Ejd. 
Wlllliiin£)iliii1, E^:. 



Jfanagerj. 
V. J, NlcholB, Bag", 



UMirgBH.Nitcta.J^. 
AHhur Gates, £^. 

v! A.IiBthom,'Esq'' 
LewltL. MlcbeUEHi. 
Jahn K D«11, Ku, 
JohD MuwBlL Esq. 
I'. K. Southey, Escj. 
il. 0. Edtrsras, Eso. 
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Standard Bank — emtintied. 
IQENTS (Homa and FareliiL) 

Union Bank of AnaCnlla. 
I Cbartflted Msrcsntile iteak ot India, Londan, and ( 
1 Oriental Bank DarporUion. 
( Allianae Bank. Mrmlnghain and Hidlaad Bank. 
I National FroFlnoial Bank of England. 
( Uesgrs. Soraey and Co.. Honrluh and Horlblk Ban 

Meun. Uetei and Co., AmBMrdam. 
f ChartsTsd UBnantUa Bank of India, London, and ( 
I Oiisntal Bank Oorpoiation. 

iHitienitan Bank. 
Tba MnnaCer Bank. 
The Ulilar Bank. 
MoHH. BlythBroa. tCo. 
I dnion Bank oT Anstralla. 
t Bank of Naw Zealand, 

; KoRh of Scotland Banking Company. Bank of Boo 
: Commarcial Bank or Sowiand. Kational Bank of Soo 
Calsdonlan Bank. 
UauTB. Kidder, Foabody and Co., Boabin. 






THE STAITDABD BAHE OF BBITISE SOUTH AFBICA 
(LIMITED), LOITDON, 



Bswiiw Deposit* at faionrable Rates of Inleiest, whidi are regulatai by the 
amount and length of time for nhich the deposiu are made. 



Negociates and Coliects Bills payable in any part of tlie South Afritan Coloaies 

or elsenbere where Banking Institutions exist. ' 
Makes Advances on ShipmeDti of Produce, &c 
Uodeitakea the Agenc; of Feraona cannccled with the Colonies ; and receiTes for 

safe custody Colonial Securities, Sbares, &c. ; drawing mtereatanddlTidcDda 

OS the same aa Ihey fall due. 
Vudertakea all other descriptions of South African Banking and Monetary 

BusinetB, and affords every facility to persons in their trauEactions nitli 

South Africa and elsewhere. 



10, Gkmmis Lane, 

Lombard Street, London. 



R. STEWART. 

Manafjrr. 
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OKIENTAL BANK CORPOEATION. 

flnooTporattd by Soyal Charter, SOW Auguit, 1861.^ 



Paid-up Capital £1,600,000. 

Beaerred Ftmd« ------. 000,000. 

Head OJUe, Thnadnetdle Strett, London. B. C. 

Court of Direttari: 
Cftofmwm— Geoije Arbuthnot, Eiq. 
D^puty-Chairmanr-Sit Wm, J. W. BajiMi. B«rt. 
M. -Gen. H, P*lbtim Burn I Duncwi James Km;, Etq. 
John Samuel Callnum.Eiq. | James Campbell, Biq. 

Cftit/ JfaBoijer— Charles J. F. Stoart, Biq, 
Su4-Jfanoff<r— Pitrioli Campbell. Biq. 

Bank of Encbuiil | Unlou Bank of LodiIod | Bank at Scotlud, LandoD 

AgtMi in ScotXand : 
K. Dnndss Car, £>4-. 23, at. Audrena' Squan, Edlabmsh. 
Bank of Scotland i Brttlah linen Companj' Bank 

Commercial Bank it Sootlaod I National Bank of S{»tland 

Aamlt in Inland: 
ITovlncial Bank of Ireland | The I4atlai]al Banlc 

Agmt in Farii: 
Mane. P, OU,.d, Boulevard des Capucines. 
Banki, Branch Banii, and Agenciti : 
In India.— Boiabaj, Calcutta, Madras, Pondlcheery, Talliclieerj 
In Ceylon— Colombo, Kandy, Point de Galle, &c. 

In CTina— Hong-Kong, Bhanshai, Foochow 

In /apan— Yokohania, Hlogo 

In .JuMrsfio— Melbonine, Sfdney and Inland Ageneies 

In JfainT<ii«— Port Looli 

In South A/rieti—'PoTt Elizabeth and Inland A^enciea 



OOD HOPS. 



David Don 

Aleu • ■ 



Oraaf-Reinet W. Headway, 

Gra/utnatOBm J. W. Aihbuniham 

Kimbertey and Suioittpan (IHammd Fitldi} .. .. W. Roes, 

King WUHaiattown Chta. J. Dowell, 

MidSiOmrg Hob. J, Taylor, 



Corropondenit in SmUh J/rlta. 
Cape Commeroial Bulk 



Prtioria (Tnmnaal) ^ 

POffrinit But (Leydenbtin Gold Fitldt) CapeCommeR 

JWcitCiermmflVanniooO CapeConuneri 



(Satai) 



Durban (Natal) .. 
F(turttmith (Ontngrc Frie Stati) 
Blotm/ontein (Oranj/s Free Stale) ., 
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Oriental Barik—amiinmd. 










P<ftern AuHraiia 
Niw Zetland .. 




HMIoual Bulk of >Ievr Zealand 
























PORT ELIZABETH AGENCY- 


-RULES OF BUSINESS. 






«UDced hair-ye 



CUBBENT DEPOSIT ACCOUKTS. 

1. Depodt Accouati ire opened with luma not under £50. 

2. Depositors in diBwing on their Accouata mUBt da bo hj the Cbeque loims aapplled 
by the Corporation. 

B. Cheques drawn for anms under £1 will not b« ptdd. 

4. Cheques in which eiuntes or slterstloDB have been made, or bearing a dat« 
Bubsequeat lo that of presentation, will not be paid. 

£L Iha Corporetion do not hold themaelrea responsible in reapect of the gtnvinentii 

^ »„j„_.™ „....„ ™, 1. — 1 w,. .„ — ,„ (tbeir own (onne belne In laTour 

. They will do aU In their power to 
heigues being paid. 

Booke should"be7«. , 

Ledgers. Depositors mnst not 

7. No interest Is allowed oi . , 

8. Ove^dr■tU are not permitted, unless speclailj' arranged for. 

FIXED DEPOSITS. 

1. Sums of £50 and upwards received for flied periods. Interest allowed thereon 
kCGOrdlug to arrangement. 

2. No interest accmeB attar the term baa eipired. 

5. Receipts are not transferable bj endorsement or othenriae. except with approraL 
When to be renewed they should be sent in with the endorsement of the Dopo^or, at 

DISCOUNT AHD ADVANCES. 

The Corporation discount Priiate Bills or Notes payable in the Colony repra- 
sauting bani /ide transactions, nlthtwo at more appruied names; or bearing one name 
only, 1i accompanied by deposit of adequate collateral security. 

Advances are made on Uercbandi?e (not of a periahable nature), on deposit of 
Warehouse Beceipta and Fire Insurance Policy ; also on Goyemnieot Securities. 

EXCHANGE AND BEKITTANCE. 

Drafts are issued on London, on daimni. or at SD, W, or 90 dajv' sight, and on 

towna in Scotlaod and Ireland an demand only. 

N.U. —Drafts for sums unrler jk^20 Issued on, demand only. « 

Drafts are also granted on hh^ of the Branches ur Agencies of the Corporation In 

..... ^. , ' - ji^ AuBtralia, or Mauritius; also on the Corporation's Correa- 

sued; also Circular Notes (or the use of Travellers, negoUable 

Id all towns of importance throughout the World. 

Bills payable in Europe, or in any of the above places, are purchased, or remitted 

Family remlttancea to England and elsewhere effected at stated times, full 
Christian names and addresses being furnished by Constituents, In case ot remlttancea 
to married ladlea, their Christian names, itot their Huebandi', should be given on appll- 
cation for drafts. SJ^J'^ CUSTODT. 

The Corporation take charge of Government and other Secnrltles, and realis« 
Interest and Mvidends for ConsUtuenla. Forms of Powera of Attorney supplied on 
application. 

All letters should be addressed and remittances made pa/able to the " Oriental 
Bank Corporation," and not to Indivldnai ofBcers by name. 

Office hours, 9 lo 3 ; Soturdaya, 9 to 1, 

FBED. W. OBOZIEB, 

POKT ELIZABETH, April, 1S7S. Manager. 
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tElnbiijg 



ALGOA BAY 

(LIMITED.) 



HDliaEOTOES. 

William Hume, Esquire (A. C. Stewart & Co.) 

Chairman. 
August Baesdoet, Esquire (Lippert & Co.) 
J. W. Salomon, Esquire (A. Mosenthal & Co.) 
Edward Slatee, Esquire (E. Slater & Co.) 
George C. Smith, Esquire (J. 0. Smith & Co.) 
G. H. Wedekind, Esquire, (Ebell, Wedekind, & Co.) 

Oriental Bamk Coepoeation. 

James Eobbes, Esquire. 

John Glen, Esquire. 
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£AST LONDON, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



FERGUSON & ATTWELL, 

Itit^ltnig. jFororardinig and Ijommtasion MttAs, 

EAST LONDON. 

OfBces :— Opposite Queen's Warelioose. 

References: D. Lippert, Esq., London and Hamburg; Messrs. 
Arthur & Co., London and Glasgow; Messrs. White & Holmes, 
Mildmay Chambers, 82, Bishopsgate -street, London. 

SOUTH AFRICAN DIAMOND FIELDS. 



JAMES FERGUSON, 

WHOLESALE MERCHANT, 

Begs to announce to Storekeepers and others that he is 
Importing all kinds of 

MERCHINDISE FROM THE HOME MARKETS, 

And in order to effect a speedy clearance. 
Prices have now been further Reduced. Builders will find 

TIMBER, GALVANIZED IRON & HARDWARE, PLOUGHS, NO. 75 EAGLE, 

For all the country are kept at the lowest standard of importation. 

Implem«nts for Honieboldi as wall u for evsry VoriEsliap. 

Provisions, Groceries and Oilman's from first to last at unprecedented 

LOW PRICES, to fair margin for Retailers. 

WnraS ft SFHUTS. best imported brands and qualities. 

Clothing, Warm and Oood for Winter, in the Newest EKyles. 

An J^BOrtment of Boots, and Uen's and Boys' Blucb«rs, 

Soft Goods in general, replete with unusually low 

lines Top Kafir Trade : Blankets, &c. 

Digger's Utensils, With Good Stock of Manilla Line. 

COUE ONE I COKE ALLI! 

INSPECT & SECURE BARGAINS. THE IMMENSE STOCS 

IS LANDED AT LOWEST RATES OF CARRIAGE. 

Mealie Meal, Fresh and Fine Ground, Sound and Sweet. 

KIMBERLEY. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 
Landing, SMpping, Forwarding,. 

PRODUCE AGENCY, 

JOHN HEHL.EY, 

MAEKET-BQUAEE, 

PORT ELIZA-BBTH. 
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 

Ironmonger & Metal Merchant,. 
• 72, MAIN STREET, & PEEL STREET, 
PORT ELIZA.BETB:: 
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T. BIRCH 

IMPORTS EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MEN'S AND BOYS' 

CLOTHING, 

Hats, Caps, Sbiits, Ties, ScaT&, Hosiery, BootH, Carpet Bags, 
Portmanteaus, Umbrellas, Blankets, Perfumery. 



WATERPROOF CLOTH INS, DOESKINS, TWEEDS, 

C0BD3, HOLES, SHIBTIirGS, FLAKHELS, &c, &o., jso. 



WHOLESALE & EETAIL 

WEST OF ENGLAND 

CJUOTHiMfi ESTABLISHMEMT, 

8 & 6, MAIN STREET, 
POET ELIZABETH, 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
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MahCHANT & COMPT., 
MILLINERS. 9ic. 



"WEDDIUS & OTHER OXTTFITS. 



9TE'W GI'OOI>S 



Far eub Uail SUaJner. 



COUNTRY ORDERS HAVE IMMEDIATE 
ATTENTION. 



75 & 77, MAIN STREET, 
JPOB.T BLIZ^BBTH, 

Cape of Good Hope. 

D,jii,i.aL, Google 
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DENTISTRY. 



Messrs. Clinton & Stroud, 

SUSGEOH DEHTISTS, 
29, DONKIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETE. 



ESTABLISHED 



WHOLESALE S RETAIL 

IRONMONGERS, 

No. 9, MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH. 
DEALERS IN AMMUNITION. 
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KISCH BROS., 

Photographers, 
33 XT H B A. 3Sr, 3Sr .A. T A. L, 

VIEWS OF ZANZIBAR, 

MOZAMBIQUE, NATAL, AND EAST COAST, 
mh. t. baines's pictures 

UP-COUNTRY EXPLORATIONS. 



Charges Moderate. 
ALI. OBDEBS FB.OUFTLT ATTENDED TO. 



KISCH BROS., 

^MiTM pTREET, Durban, Natal, 

G. D, PEEK, 

Architect, 
HILL STREET, 

PORT ELIZABETH, 

Cape of Good Hope. 
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JOH]^ CROOKS' 



Always on htmd a large supply of Leather of every deBcription ; 

also, Colonial made Boota, Shoes, and Veldtschoena. 

Wholesale and Eetail, 



SADDLER & HARNESS MAKER, 

Coach, Cart, and Carriage Trimmer. 

Saddleiy and Hameea of every description always on hand. 

70 & 72, QUEEN STREET, 

POET ELIZABETH. 

UITENHAGE TANNERY, 

UTE J. BIllINGHAM. 

Always on hand, 

A LARGE SUPPLY OF 

Yarious descriptions of 

LEATHERS, 

JOHN CROOKS, 
70 & 72, QUEEN STREET. 
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RICHARD S. COOPER, 

SCENIC AND DECORATIVE ARTIST. 
PUIH i OBHAMHITAI. SBJH WEHEB, 

SOUTH STREET, NORTH END, 

POBT EUZABETB. 



Scenery far Dramatic and other Enterlainmeats, BaDners, Bannerets and 
Derices for I.O.G.T. anil other Sooifties, Traoiparfneiei, Illuminations, Gaiue 
Wire, Perforated Zino, Window and Offioa Blinda, Fanlighti, Gilding on Glass, 
Wood, &c.. Wagon and Slenoil Plalcs, Photographic Bflckgronndi, &o., tupplted 
on ihi thortut poiaait nolict, CmaxCMx Shields repainted and mtored to their 
jHittifM beauty. 

3,. B. 0. while thanking hi> Patrons for their kind and liberal support, hai 
moeh pleaaure fn intimalnng that he has succeeded in securing the services of 
some moat talealed aaaistants, and it now prepared, in addition to the aboTS 
Branches, to execute aaj orders enCruited t« him in House PainUng, Graining, 
Blarhling, Glazing, and Paper- Hanging. 

First-class Workmanship and Moderate Charges 

guaranteed. 

Th) hot Smm Dtcoratuinfor this cHmaU it TEMFESA. Try it. 



SPECIALITIE, SHORTLY EXPECTED, 

SILK TO SUPPLY BANNERS, 

{AR Size*, writAiml SeaitU). 
Q, Oorda, Tassels, and Xrinunings to match. T- 

NORTON'S PATENT 

ABYSSINIAN TUBE WELLS. 



This valuable uivention supplies the most simple, rapid, and 
pra^ct means of obtaining 

PURE TV'A.TBR 

for every purpose, from the smallest quantity for domestic use to 
the largest supplies for farming operations, water-worka, &c 

They are simple in their construction, and easily driven ; their 
cost is small, and they rarely or ever require repau-, Fullpartienlars 
may be obtained from 

DEARE & DEITZ, 

Sole Agents for the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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J. W. C. MACKAY, 

BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER. 
40, MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH, 



STATIONERY AND FANCY GOODS, 

AHONO WHICH Tra* »1 POUHD . 

Account Books— in various sizes, slmpea, and ruliii£s 
Writing Papers— in Foolscap, Post, and Note (vlute 

ana coloured) 
Blottine do.— in Buff, Bed, and Wliit^ 
Tissue do.— assorted colours 

Inks— Writing, Fluid, Black, Blue, Bed, and Copying 
Pens— Steel and Qiull (Oillott's and Utitcliell's) 
Inkstands— in Wood, Olass, and Papier Uache 
Sttttioneiy Backs and I.ettec Cages 
Goring Bill Files and Letter Clips 
Bulers- Bound and Flat, Solicitors' Oreen Silk 
Uusic Books and Paper 

Sealing Wax, India Babber, Desk and Pen Knives 
Drawing Pencils, P^er, and Copies 
Pliotograpliic and Writing Albums 
Chess and Draught Uen, &c., &c. 



COUHTBT ORDERS PROKPTLY DESPATCHED. 

J. W. C. MACKAY, 

BOOK AND MUSIC SELLER, 
40. MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH, 

GENERAL UTE^RATu're' SCHOOL BOOKS AND MATERIALS. 

BIBLES, CHUBCH SEBVICES, PRATEB & HTU17 BOOKS, 

HOUSEHOLD FAMILY PRAYER BOOKS, 

POETICAL WOBKS, 1 BIOGBAPHICAL WOBSS, 

HISTOBICAL WOBES, MEDICAL WOBKS, 

LAW WOBES, I NOVELS, 

JUVENILE STOBY BOOKS IN GBEAI VABTETT, 

SONG BOOKS AND LETTER WRITERS, 
SCHOOIi BOOKia 

ENGLISH. FRENCH, LATIN, GERMAN. GREEK. AND DUTCH, 

MUSIC, SONGS, PIANOFORTE PIECES, AND INSTRUCTION BOOKS. 

Homceopathic Medicines in all forms kept in stock. 
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RON HOUSES. 



GALVANIZED COEEUGATED lEOK, 



And all Galvanized and Zinc Goods. 



FRED. BRABY&COMPY., 



X.I1,IIXEZD, 



WORKS-LONDON, LIVERPOOL AND GLASGOW. 
EXPORT OFFICE, 120, CANNON ST., LONDON 



Oatalo^ea and full particulara furnished on application, 
liut all Orders miist be sent through reBponaible merchanta. 



F. BRABY & CO., pay special attention to Quality Iron, and 

Colonists desirous of obtaining excellence in this respect will find 

it to their advantage Co use the 

"CASTLE" BRAND OF GALVANISED CORRUGATED IRON. 
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g. SLATER, JUN., 
ENGINEER, BLACKSMITH 

AND 



N.B. — Castings of all descriptions to order. Hacliinety made 
on shortest notice, mucli lover than imported. fVodnce of 
all kinds received and placed to a favourable Muket on 
CommisBlon. 

Pressing of Wool done by Steam, 

Kos. 107, 109, 111, 113, 116, & 117, 

QUEEN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH. 



STEINMANN'S CONVEYANCES 

TO GRAHAM'S TOWN, 

LEAVE THE MASONIC HOTEL DAIL¥ 

' (StnrDATS ABD TEUKSDATS IZCEPTED), 



PASSENGER CAETS TO 
Somerset East, Graaff-Reinet, and TJitenhage. 

For information, apply to 

E. STEINMANN, 

Masonic Hotel. 
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JOHN F. SMITH, 

(Next Door to Kirkwood, Marks, & Co.), 

RODNEY STEBET, POET, ELIZABETH, 

General Dealer and Importer. 
eOODS d CONSieMMEMTS PURCHASED FOR CASH. 



Temporary Office of the Brand Lodge of the 
LO.of(}.T. 



PETER FINJtAT, 

WHOLESALE AND EETAIL 

Wine and Spirit Merchant, 
61, MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH. 
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EDGAR & HODSOW, 

Builders and Undertakers. 



PICTURES FRAMED AND MOUNTED 

In Maple op Gilt Mouldings. 



ON HAND. 

A Splendid AssoTtment of Uaple and Gilt Houldiags, 
-suitable for Picture Frames. 

Architrave, Cornice, Boor Panel, and Bead Uouldingv. 

Chance's Sheet, Picture, and Window Olase, all sizes, 
from 7 X 9 to 30 X 48 inches. 



DOORS & WINDOWS, ALJi SIZES. 



All Work in the above Branches executed willi 
promptitude and dispatch. 



N.B.-CHARGES MODERATE. 



Griffin's Green, Foot of Russell Road, 
PORT ELIZABETH. 

p2 
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X ROJn xIEIi HOxElbn. 



A. MA.8ICBLL. 

(LAIB OAITAIH MASON.) 



JIEST-0LA8S 

ACCOMMODATION FOR TRAVELLERS. 



CAPACIOUS PREMISES AND GOOD STABLINB, 



Wines and Spirits of the Best Quality. 

HIGHEST PRICE GIVEN FOR PRODUCE. 



ADDEELEr-STEEET, 

POET BLIZA-BBTH. 

Maynard, Walker & Co., 



73, 76, and 11, MAIN-BTEEET, 

PORT ELIZABETH, 

AGENTS FOE THE 

ASSOCIATION OF HAMBURG UNDERWRITERS 



s Comites des ABSureurs Marltimes dn HuTre, deB 
AssureuTB Marltimes de Paris. 
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FAIRBRIDGE & PETTIT, 

FORBiaN 
AND COLONIAL PRODUCE, 

SHARE AND DIAMOND BROKERS, 

&c., &c., 
49, MAIN-STREET, 

PORT ELIZABETH. 

E, HAYES, 
BOOT & SHOE MAKER 

Etis taken otbt ttie Fremuei in Haia-itiMt lately oceapicd by Hr. B. Basses, 
and popnlarlj known as the 

"LITTLE WONDER," 



BOOT AND SHOE TRADE. 

And in selioitiDS the Patroaage of the Public, he iMgg to auare thei 

-cbeapnM^ comoined vith dnrability and CDrnpletenega of Workmansh,, 

-chaiaDterise his work. E. H&yes wis Mien yean in the employ of the late - 
WiLbUU Paiaoe, and two yean with hia so 



Wholeeala OtderB br all deaoriptiaiiB of Bootmie promptly euaaieA. Alga 
Bepoin of all kinds neatly efiboted. 

ADDRESS :-108, MAIN-STREET, PORT ELIZABETH.- 

OPPOSITE MESSES. BATAGE & HILL. 
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Sun Fire Assurance Company 

OF L03Sri303iT, 



The Uuderiigned are autlion««d to accept Biska against 
Tire on Property in Port lOizalMtlt :— 

Wm. ANDERSON <fe Co., 

AGENTS, 
MARKET SQUARE, PORT ELIZABETE. 

FIRE ASSURANCE. 



The Underfflgned are Tested with full powers to accept Bisks in 
the above Branch of the 

LONDON & LANCASHIRE 

ASSURANCE COMPANY. 



Head Offloes:— lit Dale Street. Liverpool. 



Capital in the Fiee Department One Million.. 



FropoBals entertained from any of the Principal Towns in the 
Colony. 

Proposal Forma and Tables of Rates supplied on application^ 

Wm. ANDERSON & Co., Agents. 
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B. G. LENNON & Co., 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 

CHEMISTS AND DKIJGGISTS, 
i>oRT blizabbth:. 



DEALEBS IN 



Patent and Dutch Medicines, Druggists' Sundries, Surgical Instni' 
ments. Glassware, Photographic Goods, Perfumery, Homceopatbic 
Medicines, Soda Water Material, &c, &c. 



Branch Establishment— Graham's Town. 



Price list on AppUoation. 



KIRKWOOD, MARKS & Co., 

AUCTIONEERS, APPRAISERS, 

AND 

COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 



SALES ON COMMISSION HELD BI-WEEKLY. 



lANB ANB STOCK SALES 
HELD IN ANT PART OF THE COLONY. 
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y<i.GKNCY AKD y\uCTION(^ jploOHS. 
QUEENSTOWN. 

(SSflASUSMD 1869.) 
F. B. B K. O "^^T ISr , 

ArCnONEEBv BBOSXB, LXKD AKD LAW AGENT. 

Iiive stock and Mercbandiae Sales every Thursday and 
Saturday Morning. 

fhfli AdTanoea on Live Stodc oi Qoodg to ba Sold. lArga CoDsgnnieat 
of Bangli Qoodg eivra^ on hand— fei Sale at Low Bates. 

LOANS OH FASUS AND TOWN PE0PEETIK3. 

Extensive Storage for the receiving and forwarding 
of Goods and Produce. 

PUNCTUALITY AND DESPATCH. 



WlhM&M mWMhU 
BAKER, GROCER, DAIRYMAN, 

AKD 
QUEEN-8TEEET, 

PORT ELIZABETH. 



FAWTT.TTB SUPPLIED WITH GOOD WHOLSOME BREAD. 



A Good Supply of Vegetables and Fresh Milk every 
Morning. 



OF EVEEX DEiSCETPTION ALWAYS ON HAKD. 



NOTE THE ADDRESS: 
OPPOSITE RUSSELL ROAD. 
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Union Boating Company of Port Elizabeth 

(LIMITED). 



DIRECTORS: 

JOSEPH SIMPSON, Esq., Ch«irm«ji 

F. S. FAIEBEIDGE, Esq. 

E. W. ENQELKEN, Esq. 

E. MORRIS, Esq. 

A. L. BLACKBURN, Esq. 

A. TAYLOR, Esq. » 

JAS. SEARLE, Manager. 

A. P. TANCRED, Secretory. 



ORIENTAL BANK CORPORATION. 

SOLICITORS J 
lima. OHABAUD & DTASON. 
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LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY. 



Incorporated by Special Act of Parliament. 



Subscribed Capital - - - - £600,000 
Annual Revenue upwards of - - 156.000 
Existing Assurances - - - - 4>332.295 



the city of glasgow life assurance 
•company 

Has now been conducted for thirty-six years with moch saccess, 
which is attribntable not only to the perfect secnrify which it 
affords Ibr the due foMhuGnt of every contract, bnt likewise 
to its extensive aad influential connections, and to the liberality 
of its dealings. 

Foil particnlara of Bates and Premiuiils, *c., which are very 
favourable to insorere, can be obtained from 

GEORGE DUNCAN, Agml. 



Main Street, Port Elizabeth. 
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JESSE SHAW'S 

ilf^Ii^ratj^d ^fiiican §ci[bal fr^paiiatioiis. 

BIAMOBD AHD GOLD DIQGEES, AHD THE PUBUO GEHEEALLY. 

^nrad br the nsw Hedldue SPECIFIC pnpand dm«t sntlrelj from ColoDlal Hei^ and 
wliicli, ainci ita prepiuatloa lua uarar bBen knomi to fmU. No Digger ahonld lesv* for 
the Fuldi wltlHnit ■ good nipplT, and no booia «ver be witbout a battle of It,— Sold 
W1u>leaae and KetalT by jraSB SHAW A Ca at Fort Beaufort, and tbeir AgenU, 
Heura. Banga 4 am. Port Elliabslli : Home, BsTuoldi A Co., Orahanutown; T. H. 
4]itK0tt, Orduniatown ; Stchuda. tHauTlIle A Co., arahamatown ; S. White A Co., 
Cndock ; Jaa, Hodgea, Qneeiutown ; Whlcher A Dyer, King WlUlanutown and Kela- 

laBoek; J. B. Temlett, Alice ; Jat. Verity, Adelaide ; Cooper A Drurataond, Bedford ; 

1. — ».^_ Bland'a Poat; J, Moaol, Uiteniuue; Auitln Broa 4 Co., Dntoitapan ; 
n, Zltpdrtft : B, Airaitrong* Co., Brandlord, 0.F.8, ; J. E. WlndeUACo., 



J. ShawACo., Xlaad'a 

Fanreamlth ; BpUler ft BeWer, Wtponer ;— Loiicb, Poplar Qrave, 0.^.8,"; Peacock 4 Weir,' 



SHAW'S SPECIFIC FOR DYSENTERY. 

MBW TBSTIUOIOAIB OF CUSS. 

To l£r. J. asAir. Fort Bewltort, April II. 

Dub Sib,— I have not wwda anfflcienUr atrong enonrii to sipnaa to jou roj thanks 
tor the relief I have obtained from yanr medlctneg, alter balng under the care of aerentl 
medical men In anhanutown from whom I found no rellel Iwaa recoounendod to boy 
joaz "Specific," and I am noT. thank Qod, perfectly cured, and would itroDgly 
reconuneud It to all aoffeien of the aame complaint (Dyaenteiy). 
1 remain, dear iir, youra ven tnliy, 

CHABi.ES XoTmo, Wagonioaker at Hr. Bulgin'A 

"The SpecEOc." Having glTen 
' -"■ '"-"--irlts, Durlr- 



it I ought to acquaint otheia with ita merltsT] 
tnoBSedaca - . - 



to the Diamond Fleid^ Initoeeaedacase wbereapenanwaaaufierisgextrmetr 



advlaed a doae of " Ihe Speciflc ; " after a 
*5hancei7d^7AdeiJde, ApiU IS, IBTi. T. NnANP, J: 



■uireTer wai qntb 



TestimoQiala in favour of Jesse Shaw's " Sura Cure," a 
Certain Bemedy for Snake Bites, fto. 

Mb. UCILBB. near Fort Beaufort, wiltea ua:— "Yonr 'BCBI CDBB' has cured a 
dog of ous, which wai bltteo of a Puff Adder, and lie head vaa iwoUen In a tri^tlnl 
manner. It wai quite well In a day and a half. 

At Fort Beaufort a Native wai bitten In the foot, which awelled In a fearful manner : 
but with one single dose, and application of the ' SCAB CUBE,' wai quite cured on the 
aaine day. 

Near Captun Bltth's, in the Tranakd, on the Chief ZaziLA'B Location, a little glrl 
waa bitten In four places. In dlBerent partioua of the body, by a Night Adder dorbg 
aleep, and whose body became calloua and cold. She took and naed the Tincture twice 
only and waa quite cured. 

UB. B. J. iLAIiEUEYEB, wrltea n> from the Orange )'tee StAte, dated, "ClithBoe," 
near Etouiville: — "Dear Sfn, — I hare much pleaanre In Iwailng tealimcny of the 
niefulneaa and cninplete eucceia of your Tincture for Snake Bltea, called 'SdbE Cdki.' 
1 have uaed It many tlmei, and ao have my nelghbonn, until the bottle la nearly empty, 
..... T_ ...^ " "-Bi aacceeded In quite curing. It la what la caUsd a 'Subb Cdbi; 



and qnite equal to 



TH£ " SURE CUREr 

A new Tincture of African Plants, and a sertain Bemedy for th« 
Bite of Snakes, Inaects, and all Species of Beptiles. 

Uanii&otiiiad onlfbr JESSE SHAW, it Fort Beanbrt^ 



N.B.— Beware of Imitations I ITili Tincture baa been lold lor rears, but n 
before Advertiaed. Do not entrust life to cheap Freparatlona. 
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"W. BIDEN & Co., 

MERCHANTS, 

COMMISSION AND FORWARDING AGENTS, 
QUEEN STREET, 

POE.T ELIZA^BETH- 

EiSY GHilBS, COUCHES, SOE&S, 
DINING AND DRA¥ING-ROOM FURUITURE, 

MADE OF THE BEST, WELL SEASOFED WOOD, 
Uuder Dmlul SuperrMon, and Proper]; Selected Meterlnla suitable lor all Climatea. 

s&m&s &T&K & €@., 

ST, BIBHOPSOiTE STKEBT WITHIN, LOSDON, B.C., 

GENERAL FURNISHERS AND DECORATORS, 

Wholesale and Export Upholsterers and CsMnet MaDotactarerB, and Ruidsblpg: 
Contiacton for Muulom and Housea of all ClACses. 

During the last twentf-flTe yean thti Firm has Fitted and Furnished many Brst-claas 
Ctiterions sod Beaidencee at Home and Abroad, the former Includiug some of the hand- 
flomeat Kooms in this Coimtry, sjid the latter more especially at the Cape, China, and 
Japan. Tliia wide experience has led ta the command of aiery reaoarce for ensuring 
Elegance, Utility, Ecoaomy, and unrivalled good taste, and for the eipeditlon in the 
completion ol all orders at moderate charges. 

TheatreSiMoBiDEiEiUsiOlaba, Hotels, Bestaormta, and other Pablio Rasorts 
Decorated and Fimiished on the most Fayoiorable Terms, 

ESTIMATES PEOKPTLY SUPPLIED- 

See Important notice in the Timet of April Tth. and Ftimitiire Qaietls, April 17th, 16TS. 

FACrOEY andWAEEHOU3E3 ; 24, CASTLE 3TEEET, FINSBUHY SQUAEE. 

OFFICES: E7, BISROFSOATE STBDET WITHIH, LOKrOS. 
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G. BARTHOLOMEW & Co., 

CABINET-MAEEBS MB TJPHOLSTEEEES, 

ILmSTBATH) OATALOODE FKEE OH iPPLIOATIOH. 

rOKEION OEDEEa MAY BBSEaTDIKECTOETHROUH ANY lOlf DO^f MEECHANT. 



WABBHOUSIS ;— 13 AND U, PAVEMENT. AND UOPEMAEEB STfiEH', 

FINSBURy, LONDON. 



_>y Google 
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REMOVED FROM 15. OLD BAILEY- 



Bonourabte Jltntiaa for Printing XaUrialt, Intematumal ExhiUlum, IBM. 

"Standard" Printing Ibteriol and Ownposition Boiler Wnka 

ESTABLISHED 1825, 



MAHUFACTUBEK OP 

THE "STANDARD" CYLINDEUJOEBING MACHINES, 
ALBKUT ABD OaLDMBIAK PRESSES, 

PERFORATING, AND PAGING MACHINES, 

TYTB. WOOD LBTTBK, BOiSS EPLE, and PBIKTEE8' JOIHBEY, 

UACHIHEBT & UATEBIAXS OF EVXBT DESOaiFIIOir 

PRINTERS, BOOKBINDERS, AND STATIONERS. 



"STANDARD" STEAM WORKS, 

CEOSS STREET, HATTON GAEDEN, 

Lea4itig into tlie Fairingdon BoEid, Londoa, E.C. ; 

Ifrar Ihe FarriT^ion Station qf tlie MilropUOan RaUviay. 



K ULEGE STOCK OF SECOND-HAND MACHINiS, FKESSES, &C., etc., ON SALE' 



TBEDEBIOK ULLMEB'S Heir Ulnstroted List of Prices of Machineiy and 
Materials is now rsadyt and will be foiwardsd free. 



Tjpe Bpecimen Book of Nen FonDti, with weight! and prices affixed, tent frM 
Bookbindcn' Specimen Book of New Eolla, CorDen, £«., sent fiee. 
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H. W. CASLON & CO., 

Aim 

Manufacturers of Printing Materials, 

Mq. gg, emsWEbu $TnssT, hejtsoM, &«.. 

Supply every requisite for the Printing Office, of the best 
manufacture. After an experience of more than a cen- 
tury and a half, during which time the reputation of 
the Caslon Letter Foundry has been steadily maintained, 
H. W, C. & Co. confidently ask the continued support of 
their Customers. 

^OOK AND ^E"WSPAPER JoUNTS 

AND A YEBY EXTMSIVE ASSOBTUEFT OF 
Titling Letter, Scripts, Texts, Blacks, Ornamental and Bill 
Type, Borders, Comers, Casts, Brass Rules, Metal Rules, 
Clumps, Leads, Furniture, and Wood Letter. 

* THE FUtKM SPAKISH, *M0 



of every description. Printing, Mitering, Cutting, Ruling, 
Paging, Numbering, and Perforating Machines, by expe- 
rienced engineers. 

PX&IZVaTEX&S* Il<a'X£, JOIM'EX&'V, ABO. 

Cases, Frames, Racks, Imposing Surfaces, Galleys, Com- 
posing - Sticks, Chases, Side-sticks, Reglet, Quoins, &c., 
Ac, Ac, all of the best manufacture. 

SPECIMMXS AXn ESTIMATES OS APPJ.ICATIOS. 

Tbe Type used ta tbis Work was maDTi£EMtared at the Caslon 
Iietter Foundry. 
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Jutt FvHithed. Prut 13i. 64. 

THE GOLD REGIONS 

SOUTH EASTERN AFEICA, 

WITH MAONIFICEMT MAP OF TFE COUNTRV BETWEEN THE VAAL AND 
ZAMBESI BIV£E3. 
CknupiiBliis the Semt ol War in the Tiuuvaal, aiicl (he Qold R«giaD> ot Africa, to Hhlch is 
snneied ■ Msp of (he C»pe Colonlei. Nunieroua Illuatratlona actiompanyiug the l>ool[, 
which aappllea a truthful and eiceileut description ol one of (he moat intereatlng and 
leut known portions of Sou(b BaUem Afric;a, 

Jlie Book la puhllahed at * veiy low price, in Mder to aocure a liige circutation. 

Mr. BAIHEa was ao veil known and appreciated in Af rli:a that in the Cape Coloniea 
Ihere are no fever (hau 3,000 Subscribers t« tliit work. 



WHITE & FAWCETT, 

yit^0jgrap^crs, M^nksak Stationers, 



Shipplnir Orders oarefolly and promptly exaonted. 

17, Blomfield Street, London Wall, 
London, E.G. 

If.B. — FritiUri of thii volame. 

PENS. PENS. 

THE BEST PEN AT A MODERATE PEICE 

IS THE 

x: :2!c x> ic x: s s . 

FIRM, FREE, IXTRAORDINARILY DURABLE. 

Wholesale of John Henrt Best, 

10, wabwice lane, iiondon, z-c. 
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BRUSHWARE \ 



EXPORT 

or ETEEY DESCRIPTIOK. 



Rob.A.Rooney&Sons 

27 S 28, 

Bishopsgate Street, E.G., 
LONDON. 



ILLUSTa&TED PBICE LISTS OK 
iPPIiieJtTIOH. 
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INKS FOR HOT CLIMATES. 



Writing Fluids & Copying Ink 

Hcwe obtained the Highest Awards every time Uiey ham been 



PABIS, 
1S67. 


HAYBE, 
1868. 


AKSIEEDAH. 
1869. 


LYONS, 
1872. 




VIENNA. 
1W8. 


PHIIAIEIPHIA, 
1876. 





Ih^j embrkce tha highet qualitiei of 

WRITING & COPYING INKS 

And each posseises Boms Bpaoial characteT adapted to tha nuuij different 

requiiements of CoiroBpondence and the CooHitng Hoiue. These db tioctire 

featnies, and tlieir general exoallence, make them preferable to, and more 

widely nsefol than the ordinary cIbm of manntaotnrea. 



Stephens' Blue Black Writing Fluid. 
Stephen's Blue Black Copying Fluid. 
Stephen's Scarlet Ink for Steel Pens. 

The above are particularly adapted or hot climates, extremehj fluid, 
but becoming tnt&ise and durable colours. 



And Every description of Writing and Copying Ink, Quills, Gum 

Mucilage (to resist fermentation in hot climates), and Sealing 

Wax, Manufectured by 

Henry C. STEPHENS, Chemist, 

'WHOLBSAU AKS FOX BXTOBT, i.T 

171, AIDEKSGATE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 



SOLS BT AI.Ii BOOKSBLI.EBS iSD STAtlOHSBS 
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ADVEBTIBEUEinS. 



EXPORT SFBOIAii. 



30, ELY PLACE, HOLBORN, 

LONDON, E.G., 
iraOLESilE WATCH AND CHKOMMETEK MAKUJACTOREBS 



IMPROYiEB KE¥LESg WATCHES 

SUITABLE FOR THE COLONIES. 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



ADVERTIBEMESTS. 



ATLAS WORKS, EARLS COLNE, ESSEX, ENGLAND, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 



HORSE O-B^IIS 

From One to Four Horse Power ; specially adapted for Colonial use, and 
suitable for Driving. 

Mining HaohineiTi i Pumps, i Thraaliiiie Uaohinss, 

Saw Benolies, | Choms, 1 Chaff OntterB, 

AND ALL KINDS OF PLANTATION AND AGRICDLTURAL MACHINERY. 



CHAPF CUTTEES I COBN DBESSING I BEAN, OAT and 

All sizes, suitable for Hand, ... ^„„„^ Com Bniisiiig& Kib- 

„ MACHINES. ,,■ .r L- 

Horse or Steam Power. | I bling Machines. 



ORDERS FROM ABROAD, EITHER DIRECT OR THROUGH A MERCHANT 
SHIPPER, WILL RECEIVE EVERY ATTENTION 



Full Illustrated Catalogues Gratis and Post Free on Application. 
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ADTERTIfeBMEirre. 



THOMAS WEST, 

Jtiiii^aiitaring JSitof smith and C{I(i# |Wtii, 

Goldsmith and Watchmaker, 

No. 3, LUDGATE HILL, 8T. PAUL'S, 

L03sriD03sr. 



SCerUng Siher Spoons uid ForkE. 
Fiddle Fattarn— Boat Uoke. 

oi. 0. d. £ 8 d 

JS Tsbls BpDone XM7 B..11 lU ( 

MTablerorkB SO,, 7 S..11 10 ( 

12DBaiertSpoon8....a)„ T 8..71S i 

13 DowMlForks ....20„ T S..713 '. 

2 Graij- Spoona ....10„ 7 8.. SIS I 

Bonp ladle 9„ 7 8.. 3 1) ( 

4SaaaaI>d1ss 10 „ 8 3..* 1 ) 

Pith Knffe Baa Fork 6 10 ( 

4 aaltSpDODB.giltbowls I 2 ( 

• Mnm»rd Spoon, ellt bowl s f 

ISTeaSpoom IDatB £..*!) 

BnmrTonga Is ( 

UoUt Sogmr Spoon il i 

SaguBlSsr 1 1 I 

BatterKnlfe 1 8 ( 

6 Hgg Spoong, gilt bowls 2 B I 

AspwignB Tonp t ( 

SalBd %ou aad Fork 4 15 ( 

ChMsaBavm 1 in i 



West's AmalgainaUd Silf w. 
ThorongblrPIftWd on Hitdaat White 
Holaf— Fiddle Patlam. Bad. 

TabloFotlia lis o 

TablsSpoons I Id 

DeBBsrtFOTkB 17 

Deanrt Spoons l 7 o 

Tea Bpoona Ifl 

Sauce LaStea 7 

QtavjrBpooD 7 U 

Bait Spoona, gUC bowlB 6 3 

Muslard Spoon i s 

Pair Boni TongB S 6 

P^T Fish Carrerg 1 6 

BDtMtEnlfB 3 D 

SonpIAdle 12 

Egg Spoons, gilt ID 

SnearSifter 6 

Cheese Scoop -..-..---..,--,, 6 

Manow Bpeon .. .^ 5 

FlckleSpooDS ft a 

Molet Sogar Spoon 3 6 

Tea Caddj Spoon 3 8 



Biscuit Boxes, Bread and Cake Baskets, Butter Dish^B, Sauce 
Boats, Bedroom Candlesticks, Table Candlesticks, Breakfeat 
Cruets to contain Salt, Pepper, Mustard ; Card Cases, Cum for 
Children, Table Dishes, Didi Covers, Entree Dishes, Dessert Frnit 
Knives wid Forks, Cutlery of all kinds, Fish Knives and Forks, 
Fish Carvers and Slices, Cruet Frames, Liquor Frames, Egg 
Frames, Mustard Pots, Salt Cellars, SIufBners, Knife Rests, 
iNutcracks, Nutpicks, Pencil Cases, Penholders, Gold Pens, Tea 
«iid Coffee Services, Toast Racks, Waiters' Tea and Coffee Trays, 

London made Gold and Silver 'Watches. Jewellery in every 
Tariefy. Every article warranted of the very best quality and 
most moderate price. 
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ADTBRTISBUENTB. 



DENMARK PHOTON," 



EBA The FrinoeBS of Wales- 
Prioe 84 Onineas. 



SLEQANT, LIOET ^ SjkST 
Fiioe 70 Guineas. 



HARNESS, SADDLERY, 



EVERY STABLE EEQUISITE. 




Lateet Impraremeiits 

3, LONG ACRE. 
Lonsri^oasr, td^.c, 

la consequence of D. Nesb's personal experience abroad, coupled with 
biB large foreign connection, he is coiiTersant vith all classes of Carriagea 
and Harness, and their suitability to each respective climate. 
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ADTBBTI8KMEHTB. 23ft 

Price 3J. dd., cloth giii. 
LIFE AND FINDING OF 

CONTAINING THE OKIGINAL LETTERS 

Written By H. M. STANLEY, 

Ito Out "Uta Tom BtnM." 

Htw and cnlargsd ediUoD, witb an accoanb ot Dr. LiTlugttotie'a Death and latest 

iilKOterisa. 

FOKTKAIT.S AKD HQHSBOIia ILLUSTRATIONS. 



THE ROYAL P A N PT 1 8 O P E. 

Price 3J. 6rf., in Box. 
Portable and Handy Tor out-doors or in-doors. 
Perfect for harmony of colours. 
Inflnite Tor outline of form. 

TUa Scope >■ dllTerent to aoj hitherto Inrented : and wbene'er lifted to the <re a 



plctnie ot geometrical proportions, wl^ Utbts and Id 



yiiM Puhlished, with 4^0 various very Useful Receipts, — 6j. 

GUNTER'S MODERN CONFECTIONER. 



a?siiBiD ExiTno3sr. 



moat Improved Mathodt 01 MaUiif the 
nfeeUonery, 

INCLUDING ICES. 

The fiecetpti In thla Book lor Paitiy. Cakea, and Sweetmeata are original, and hare 
been naed with nnltorm luceew by Ur.WUIiam Jeane,Chlel Conleutiouer at llessn. 
Ounter'e, Conlecllonera to Her Majeety, Berkeley Square. They are drawn up In ttile 
10 phda aa to be IntelUglble Co Berranta and penona ot moderate capacity. 



THE EMPORIUM OF GAMES. 



m ot Oamei.— No. K86. Contalna 1< gamea: haa Whipping Top, Sbottlecock, 
Boxwood Capa for playing at Ball. FreBcb Shuttlecock and Baudolaur, aata ol Dlbi, or 
Knuckle Boheb and Les Sracee Conoa, Pop-ioin Sklttlea for Cairot, Teetotum, HummliK 
Top, Skipphig Kope, Game of Jack Straw, Ball, and Boxwood Ciqt and Ball. Fllce ID/B, 
Smaller sI^b, to aame style, to sell 1,«, 1/6, ^'^ and E..'- each. 

Designers' ood Draughtsmen's Handbook of Ornfttnent. 

lUoatrHtl^ and einlaiulng the varlonaityles of decoration. By W. GIbba. With 130- 
different dettgn*. Price li/- Uoit uaaful to atudenla and achoola of design. 

The Land Surveyors* Beady fieokoner; or, Qentlemon and 

Farmer'i Gnlde to Land Meaaure. Showing bow any peiwia may become bla own 
Survuor, and accurately gau^e the area of any piece of Land. By S. Thurlow. Price if- 

LONDON : DEAN &; SON, 160a, FLEET 8TBEET, 

AMI, BY OBDBB, OF ALL BTATKIKBBS AND BOOZBBUJBBS, 
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234 ADTEIlTIBEMBXTfi, 

ILLUSTEXTBD BOOKS OF TBXYEIi. 

^T THB JtxV. ^MUBI. /AANMINO, L1«D. 

Juit FutlUied. AmerioanFiotureSidravnwlthFeiiaiidPeiLoU. 
ProtUHlf Idnitntad with viiwilor SngnvlDca from dMigiu by smlsiut Eugliih and 
Foteim AMIiti. HandioniBlj bound In Uu bat (trie ot dotb,gUt Impeim Sto. Sl 

Sviaa FiotureB, drawn with Pen and Penou. Wiui nonwroiu 

niuBtratlotu by Wnvrnpn ud othsn. ImpailBl 8ni. St., clotb tdegmnt. 
" In thia edIUon there are *a many hnpravementi Uut tua veij beautltol volome 
!b Btlll more sttruUve mud beuiUInl Uun erer."— Standanl. 
"Ilia illiutratlotu arc iiartlcalBry good. "— Daily rdeiTrapk. 
" Those Holy Ftelda." F*lMtma lUiiBtral«d b; Pea *nd Pencil Pro- 
f luely niiutnlcd. Imperial Sto. 81., cloth elegant. 
" The autbor li aided by upwards of a bundred wood engisTtngi, all admirably 
ei8cul«d from •ketchea and pbologtapha "—^rt Journal. 

Italian Fiotures, drawn with Fen and FenoiL Profnaelf Illiu- 

trated. Imperial 8vo. 8«., cloth elegiuit 
" The more we tiim over the pagei ot tht> book the mare we like It. The plain 
ilcscriptlons and accurate drawings really tell u> more about Itnly than a library of 
Iniplred poems and a gallery ot Ideal paintings. "- TVinei, 

Spanish FiotureB, drawn with Pen and Feneil. With ninitra- 

tious liyDore and other eminent Artiste. Imperial Svo. Si., cloth elegant. 
" The letterpress Is pleasant reading, and nuuiy o( the sketches are of the hlgheib 
ticellence,"— K™*. 
The Land of the Pharaohs. Egypt and Sinai : Illustrated by Fen and 
Pencil. With numeroua Sne Engrarlngi. Imperial gvo. Ss., handaomely bound, 
gilt edges. 

bi „ , _.._. 

f spirited and highly floiahed eagraTlD 
x^it more chimnii^ book of its kind Is known ur us. - jicciTra. 
IiifB'in the Soutaem Isles: Scenes sad Incidents in the Bauth Pacific 
Mid Ifew Ouhiea. By the Key, W. Wyatt 0111, B.A, With Mapa and numerous 
lUustrations. ImperlallAua. (a. 6d.. cloth boarda, gilt edges. 
Homes and Haunts of Luther. Bytbe BeT. Dr. Stoagbtan, Anthor 
of "Stars ot the East," Ac. With numerous Engraving! by Whymper and olhen. 
Small Ito. Ss.. cloth boarda, gilt edges. 

The Bealm of the loe King. ABookof AretiaDucoieryssdAdTeDtiue. 

Numerous llhiatratlons. Imperia) lOmo. it. Sd., cloUi boards, gilt edges. 
Madagasoar and its People- Notes of a Four Years' Beaideoee. With 
a Sketch of Mission Wurk amoog the Malagasy. By J. Slbree, ]UD. Map and En- 
gravings, Crown 870. ea. 6d., bevelled board!. 

The Seven Golden Candlestioks ; or, Sketcfaei of the Seven Chuicbei 

of Asia. By Canon Tristram. Engravings, ea., bevelled boards, gilt edges. 
Hivers of water in a Bry Flaoe. An Account of tbe Introduction of. 
Christianity Into South Africa, and of Dr. Monal'a Missionary Labonn. For YonnB 
People, ^ the author o( "The Wbite Foreigners," *c. New Edition in Crown Sro. 
With DlustraUoos. Sa, clothboards. 



SIXPENCE MONTHLY. 

THE LBISXJEB} HOTJR. 

A FAMILY JOUENAI OF IN9TBI7CTI0N AND RECREATION. 
" The ' Leisure Hour ' baa always been remarkable for its excellent sketcbea of 
"The 'iXureHour' la a pleasant family ionma!."—/i!i«(rotei 7yondoBW(im. 
"The ' leisure Hour ' Is full of healthy, InleresUng readii«."— I'Ae OrapMc. 
"The 'LeisureUour' Is certahily amongthe best lUuatratedot periodicals,"-^^ 
Jame^ Chnmicte. 



TBS LEISURE BQUR VOLUME FOR 1 



nty-Sli. A tale o( the 

American War ol Independence. By 
naidaBMwne. 

The Bordedauda ot Islam : Slave and Turka, 
BO'Tla, Bnlnrla, Boomaida, Ac 

American CaHcaturea. 

Arctic EnwdlUona ol the Khieteenth Cen- 
tury. & Edward Whymper. 

Boy and Uiui : or. Llle at School and In the 
World. 

Barly CiTiUaatlan. By the »ev. Canon 



Pahnyra and the Desert. By the Kev. W. 

Wright, late ol tJamaacua 
The Grants of Lochsldo. By the author ot 

" Chriatio Redfem," 
The Crinkles of Crinklewood Ball By Mrs, 

The Shadow on the Health: or, the la- 

flnence of Fiiestcraft In the Home 
Mnalcal Papers. By the late Dr, BJmbanlt. 
Antiquarian Ooadp on tbe Months. 
Natural History Anecdotes, 
European Celebrities, With Portraits. 



. .. ninstrated with Kigravinga by 
«.<DifeIllnatfatlona on Toned Paper. It conaiata v- d«q uu^^uu ^tu, »» 
forms a handaomegUt-boot. 
Price Ta In cloth board! ; 8s. «d, in eitia boarda, gilt edgee : 10s. AL tn half ci 

lONDOK : M, PATEBNCeTRB HOW ; ANO OF ALL BOOKSBLUSa 
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NEGRETTI & ZAMBRA, 

JSttnti^jDra', iJipajclItis' and Sfoaiiiste' ^^apiisitia. 

Transit Inatrnments, Tbsodotitss, Sonipy and T. Iisvela, Uinsra' Dials and 
CompasBss, ClinomeUra, Prismatic Compasses, Land Ctmine, Measuring Bods 
and Tapes, Qnadrants, Sextants, UariUBra' and Pocket Compasaeg, Telsseopas 
far Land and Sea Senice. Binocular Field, Bace and Uarins Glasses, Keteo- 
rological Instnunenta for Observatory or TraTollarB' use, Ac, &o, 

-A-lSTEROir) BA.RO TWEETERS, 

Wateh Sisefar Altitude MeaturemenU, £9 Sa., £6 6s, aud £S Ss. 

STAFF OFFICERS' FIELfD GLASS, 

SIX AND SEVES GUINEAS, INCLUDING CASE, 
TJnrivsllea for power ami briUiant definition. 

Smallei Sizes of tliis Model at £5 G3., £A 48., £3 3b., and £2 2a. 



NEGRETTI & ZAMBEA'S 
ENCYCLOPyEDIC CATALOGUE 

Of Surveyinff, Mathematical, Optical, PhetografAic, & Standard 

HI!TEOHOLOGICfi.L IHSTBUHBHTS, 

Containing TBTy Damerous CompsnitlTe Tables ot Bcterence, and ntiutrated 

b; apwai^ Of ELEVEN HUNDRED ENGRAVINQS, 

Boy»l Bira., Cloth, Kilt lettawl, Piiee Sa. fld. 



NEGRETTI & ZAMBRA'S 

*(t«iaiis stiir Stetotolojintl |itstaimeitt Sabers 
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALE& 

Tba Boytl Obserratory, Greenwich ; the Admlraltv ; Hononrsble Board ot Ordnance ; 
Board of Trade, Ac. Ac. 

IIOX.SOR3Sr TTTLA-TDTTCT, 

46, CORNHILL, & 122, REGENT STREET, LONDON. 

PRICE LISTS UPON APPUCATION— POST FBEE, 
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236 ADTEBTIHEHENTS. 

M 1 1» N E R S' 

QUADKUPLE PATENT 

HOLDFAST AND FIRE RESISTING 

SAFES, CHESTS, 

STRONG ROOMS & STRONG ROOM DOORS, 

OF ALL THE SEVERAL QUALITIES, 
AND SUITABLE FOR THE DIFFERENT DEGREES OF RISK. 



List 1. HOneis' Double fire Besutiiig Chambered Boxes, reoominended 

tor Safety from Fire only (not Violence or 'Babbaj) in Dwdlii^ 

Eoaseg and detached Officee. 
loit 2. Hilners' Doable Fire Besieting Chambered Safes, made of Strong 

Wrooght Iron Plates, but not equal to List 3 as SecoritT' against 

Bobbery, nor Tecommended as sai^. 
List 2, Hilners' Fire Rnrinting Safes, specially arranged fot the use ot 

B^istiarH. 
List 3. Hilneie' Holdfast, Fiie, Veige, Crowbar, Violence, Bobbery, and 

Fraud Besistjng Safes. 
Listl. Milnera' Extra Strong Holdttst, Fite, Wedge, Crowbar, Violence, 

Bobbery, and Fraud Besisting Salee. 
List 6. Uilners' First Claaa Extra Strong Holdfast, Fire, Wedge, Crowbar, 

Violence, Bobbery, and Fraud BemstJng: Safes- 
List 6. Hilners' Double First Class Extra Strong Holdfast Double Bankers' 

Safes, for the Securing (in what are too often only "so-called" 

Strong Booms) of Buikers' Stores of Cash, Bnlliui, and other 

Valuables. 
«rB' SIxoiw Boimi 

Strong Booms. 

MQners' Strong Booms tor Banks, Private Hanmon^ ico. &o, 
HihierB' Fire Beaisting Qnnpowder Hag&iises, at taUd at Wocimeh 

Oetobtr 91A and lOtA, 1ST2, jmier anthority of tkt Borne Seeretarg. 
Uiliieis' Japanned Iron Cash, Paper and Deed Boxes (not Fire Beaisting) 

with Patent Lever Unpickable Locks. 



LIVERPOOL-PHCENIX SAFE WORKS, AND 

8, LORD STREET. 
MANCHESTER~2S, MARKET STREET. 
GLASOOW-41 A 43, WEST NILE STREET. 
B RM1NQHAM-93, NEW STREET. 
LONDON-MIL NERS' BUILDINGS, CITY 

(opposite MOOflOATE STREET STATION. 
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COLONIAL MAIL LINE, 

CARETING HER MAJESTY'S MAILS, 

BETWEEN ENGLAND AND SOUTH AFRICA. 



ROYAL MAIL 



STEA.M 8HIFS. 

"DUNROBIN CASTLE" - - 2811 Tons Register. 

« EDINBURGH CASTLE " - - 2678 „ 
» WALMER CASTLE " - - - 2446 „ „ 

"BALMORAL CASTLE" - - 2850 „ 
"DUBLIN CASTLE" (buUding) - 2900 „ „ 

" WARWICK CASTLE " (building) - 2900 „ 
"TAYMOUTH CASTLE" (building) 2100 „ 
" NEW STEAMER " - - - - 2900 „ ,» 

"LAPLAND" - - - - 1269 „ 

"COURLAND" - . . . 1246 „ 
"ELIZABETH MARTIN" - - 1242 „ 
" STETTIN " .... 830 „ „ 

"MARITZBURG" (building) - - 900 „ „ ■ 

"FLORENCE" .... 665 „ „ 

Between LONSOK AND CAfE TOWIT, POBT NOLLOTH, UOSSEL BAT 
ALGOA BAT, THE EOVIE, EAST LONDON AND NATAL. 
^g- The Ocean Mail Steamers are despatched fiom London every alternate 
Tnesdav, and from Dartmouth for Cape Town, eTery alternate Fridaj. From 
Cape Tonn the; nil for Plymonth, every alternate Tuesday. Outwards and 
Homeward! the Hail Steamers call at Madeira ; and at St. Helena and Aecenaion 
at Btaled intervale. The GoaBt Maila Steamcn of the Compaay leave Cape Town 
for D'TJiban, Nalal, and D'TJrban for Cape Town, in connection with the Oeeia 
Service, (calling at the Coast Forts) onee a fortnight under contract with tho 
GoTemmenl. 

For Freight or Passage apphj to — 

Anderson & Mnrison, Cap Town ; Prince, Vintcent, & Co., 

MosaelBay; Blaine & Co., Algoa Bay; Robt. Bertram & Co., 

The Kowie ; J. J. Irvine & Co., East London ; Samuel S. Ridge 

(at the offices of the Company) D'Urlian, Natal ; or to the Owners, 

DONALD CURBIE & CO., 

3 & 4, Fenchdbch Street, Londoit, E.G. 
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Imtrit ^ttamsWj Opompanj, JlimM. 



The Royal Mail Steamers of the Union Steamship Company, Limited) 
leave Southampton eve:y alternate Thursday, and Plymouth every 
alternate Friday for the following Ports : Madeira, St. Helena, Cape 
Town, Mossel Bay, Port Elizabeth (Algoa Bay), Port Alfred (Kowie 
River), East London, Natal, Delagoa Bay, Mozambique and Asc^siott. 
via Cape or St, Helena. 

The Company's Steamers for England leave Port Elizabeth (Algoa 
Bay) every alternate Friday, and CapeTown every alternate Tuesday. 



DIBBCT POST ELIZABETH SEHYIGE. 



leave Southampton direct for Port F.lizabeth (Algoa Bay), calling at 
Plymouth for Mails and Passengers and proceeding to Natal. 

These Steamers sail for England from Natal EVERY FOURTH 
SATURDAY, beginning with Saturday, 20th January, and from Port 
Elizabeth EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY, beginning with Friday, 26th 
1877. 





Atlantic 


Service. 




Smnte, 

AraicAN ... 

Asiatic 
American ... 
Amguan 
Danube 


1019 

2066 

::: ::: ::: S 

2038 


Name. 

Nyakza 
Nubian- 
Roman 

Syria 

Teuton 


Tngw. 

3128 

3078 

■... 1850 

1958 

nn 




Colonial Service. 




Kafir 


98* [ Natal 


73* 




Far 
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( 


M IT 






























JO 7 




47 6 



Digitized byGoOJ^Ie 



AT)VBRTI8KMENTa. 



Union steamship Com/xmi/ — Continued. 

Children under twelve months old to be cliarged 0\e-Sixteenth 
of full fore, and a sixteenth for ever}- additional year of their age. 
Servants, second-class fare. 

The Rates from England INCLIFDE DOCK AND AGENCY 
CHARGES, AND A FREE PASS BY RAIL FROM LONDON TO 
SOUTHAMPTON for Passengers and Baggage, which can be obtained 
of the Company or their Agents in England. 

Double Journey Tickets are issued at a reduction of Ten per cent. 
off two Single Fares. 

For further particulars apply at the Company's Offices, Southampton ; 
to H. J. Waring. The Wharf, Mill-Ba)-, Plymouth ; to F. J. Mercer & 
Co., iijLeadenhall-street, London ; or to any of the following Agencies — 

AGENCIES — HOME. 

LONDON— F. J. Mercer & Co., ii, Leaden hall -street. 
PLYMOUTH— H. J. Waring, The Wharf, Mill-Bay. 
MANCHESTER— Keller, \Vallis and Postlethwaite, 73, Piccadilly. 
GLASGOW— F. W. Allan, ijo, Buchanan-street. 
DUBLIN— Carolin and Egan, 30, Eden Quay, 

COLONIAL. 

MADEIRA— Blandv Brothers. 
ST. HELENA— Solomon, Moss, Gideon & Co. 
CAPETOWN(CapeofGoodHope)— Union SteamshipCo., Limited. 
ALGOA BAY 

MOSSEL BAY „ —Fleming & Mudie. 

PORT ALFRED (Kowie River)— Walker & Co. 
EAST LONDON „ Union Steamship Co., Limited. 

KING WILLIAM'S TOWN— Whitcher, Dyer & Dyer. 
QUEEN'S TOWN „ —J. Hodges & Co. 

GRAAFF-REINET „ —Peacock, Humphreys & Co. 

RICHMOND „ — R. Mortimer & Co. 

COLESBUKG „ — W. Warren & Co. 

FORT BEAUFORT „ —J. Shaw & Co. 

DURBAN, NATAL (South Africa)- Escombe & Co. 
KIMBERLEY (Diamond-fields, South Africa)— Hill & Paddon. 
BARKLY „ „ —Hill & Paddon. 

BLOEMFONTEIN (O.F.S., South Africa)— White, Barlow & Co. 
FAURESMITH (Orange Free State)— D. P. Jones & Co. 
POTCHEFSTROOM (Transvaal Republic, South Africa) Reid & Co. 
PRETORIA „ —J. W. Beckett & Co. 

DELAGOA BAY (East Africa)- Thos. Thompson & Co. 
INHAMBANE „ —The Handlescompagnie. 

QUILLIMANE „ — Senor Nunes. 

MOZAMBIQUE „ — Fahre & Son. 

ZANZIBAR „ —John Scott. 

CONTINENTAL. 
AMSTERDAM— De Vries & Co. 
ANTWERP— Kennedy & Hunter. 
BREMEN— J. H: Bachman. 
HAMBURG— R. Carl. 

HAVRE— Langstaff, Elirenberg and Pollak. 
PARIS~G. Dunlop & Co., 44, Rue des Petites Ecurie 
ROTTERDAM— Kuyper, Van Dam and Smeer. 
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